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ETHIOPIA 
C Kenneth Oglesby, 
Meedy '30 


NIGERIA 
Marian Lovise Klippert, 
Moody °47 


ANGLO-EGYPTIAN SUDAN 
Herbert Edward Major, 
Moody ‘40 


FRENCH WEST AFRICA 
Marjorie Lund Ganoe, 
Moody '44 





These four missionaries are typical of the more 
than 224 serving under the Sudan Interior Mission 


64 years of Training Missionaries 

Through the years both denominational and 

independent mission boards have looked to 

this Bible training school for a large per- 

centage of their missionaries. Of those serv- 

ing in Africa under the Sudan Interior Mission 30 per cent received training at Moody, 

according to J. O. Percy, U.S.A. secretary. Other well-known faith boards, like the 

China Inland Mission, the Evangelical Alliance Mission and the Africa Inland Mission, 

also report large numbers of missionaries who have received preparation here. These 

are only a few of the 172 mission boards in 89 countries that are served by Moody-trained 

men and women. Altogether there are more than 2,000 on the field who received instruc- 

tion at MBI—evidence of God’s blessing on the school founded 64 years ago by D. L. 
Moody to train workers for Christ. 


“REDEEMING THE TIME” 


Send for attractive booklet giving the full story of 
Moody and missions. Address Advertising, 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Dr. William Culbertson, President Dept. ET-802 
820 N. La Salle Street @ Chicago 10, Illinois 
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John will give 





This is John Student, prospective missionary. He and many 
of his seminary classmates will never be called upon to face 
great throngs of people such as those behind him. But John 
will give his life to the work of bringing Christ’s offer of 
Eternal Life to men and women who have never. yet heard 
this Good News. 


Four out of every ten men now attending 
Fuller Theological Seminary are definitely 
preparing and training for foreign mission- 
ary service. 


We welcome your prayerful interest. Please 
write us for further information regard- 
ing the seminary and its program. 
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Sunday School Lesson 


HELPS 


The “CHRISTIAN LIFE” Series 
treats on Topics and Scriptures 
as given forth by the Interna- 
tional Uniform Lesson Committee 


HELPS 


fer All Departments 
Advanced scholars — Tiny Tots 


Sample Copies 


will be forwarded to 
Sunday School Officials - 


Address 
UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 6059 
Cleveland 1, Ohio 








THE HOME OF ONESIPHORUS, 





while maintaining its two 
Homes in China, is expanding 
its ministry to Lebanon. There 
homeless Mohammedan boys find 
Christ, even as more than 
2000 children have been cared 
for and won through the 
Homes in China. Truly 
@ modern day miracle! 


G. A. LUNDMARK, Pres. 
3939 N. Hamlin Ave., Chicago 18, 111. 
Dept. 
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-CHRISTIAN GREETING CARDS- 


For Sale and for Personal Use 


With Bible Text. Boxed Assortments 
and in Bulk. Birthday and all occa- 
sions. Comforting, encouraging mes- 
sages of cheer to the sick, sorrowing 
and shut-in. Good profit. Ask for 
Price List. 
PEASE GREETING CARDS, Inc. 

264 Laurel St. Dept. E Buffale 8, N. Y. 











use... FLANNEL AID 


IN YOUR DVBS 





Includes all teaching 
material needed for 
entire ten day period. 
mes complete for 
teachers and students 
of all departments. 


SAVES TIME—SAVES MONEY 
This true to the Bible Daily Vacation Bible School 
course is complete. Brings latest teaching methods 
to your school at lowest cost. Teacher, $2, 24c per 
student. No other lesson ma: to buy. Ask for 
DVBS Catalog. 

Order from your bookseller, or address Dept. F-2 
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WITH THANKS ... 


Dear Dr. Barnhouse: 

Keep your eyes on the Lord and above all 
do not allow bitterness to spring up in your 
heart. That great old Negro, Booker T. 
Washington, never said a finer thing than 
when he said: “I refuse to allow any man to 
ruin my life by making me hate him.” Keep 
on the beam for Christ. Nothing else mat- 
ters, and soon we will see Him as He is and 
be like Him. Hallelujah! 

Homer HAMMONTREE 
Portsmouth, Va. 


Dear Dr. Barnhouse: 

May I just take this opportunity to ex- 
press my appreciation for the splendid new 
magazine, Eternity. I believe you have done 
an excellent piece of work, under the lead- 
ing of the Lord, of course, in putting out 
this first issue. With the other plans you 
have for Erernity’s development, this should 
be among the No. 1 Christian magazines on 
the market. Those multitudes who bore you 
up in prayer and financial aid during those 
dificult months while Eternity was being 
prepared, surely see the result of those 
prayers now. 

Congratulations! 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


H. H. ExRENSTEIN 


Volume 1, Number 1 arrived and it was 
good to read articles from the pen of Dr. 
Barnhouse once more. “Tomorrow” and “A 
Window on the World,” old friends back 
once again. 

May the successful beginning be only a 
forerunner of even greater gains in the days 
and years to come! 

The format of the new publication is su- 
perior to the old. The columns are easier 
to read as the type measure is shorter, the 
type face easier to read. Mechanically speak- 
ing it is a fine job too! 

A. H. KniprpENBERG 
Uniontown, Ohio 


We already have one of our two sub- 
scriptions out on its errand work for the 
Lord and for Eternity. We are quite happy 
over its size which is easier to handle, as 
well as thankful for its contents! 

THe MacMurcuys 
Wheaton, II. 


With all sincerity let me say that I am 
selfishly happy that it was made necessary 
for you to start the new magazine. I have 
only just skimmed through it and find it so 
much more soul-satisfying and better in so 
many ways—even to the feel of the paper! 

We came home this evening expecting to 
find a long-overdue check in the mail, but 
discovered Eternity there instead—and 
were truly thankful. 

M. VoucH 
Stow, Ohio 





Dear Dr. Barnhouse: 

We have received Volume 1. No. 1 of 
ETERNITY and we have read your editorial 
Volume 19, No. 10. We wish to compliment 


‘you upon the high quality of the material in 


your magazine, but beyond that, the even 
higher quality of your attitude as evidenced 
by your editorial. It takes no great prophet 
of the Word to recognize that Eternity has 
a wonderful future and an enlarging oppor- 
tunity under your leadership “till He come.” 
The evidence is set forth clearly in 1 Peter 
5:6 “Humble yourselves therefore under the 
mighty hand of God that He might exalt you 
in due time.” 
We look forward both as a subscriber and 
as an advertiser to the fulfillment of this 
promise from the eternal Word and we re- 
joice with you in this knowledge and assur- 
ance. 
Grace and Peace, 
THE BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND 
Bruce C. Dopp, Director 

Akron, Ohio 


I am in receipt of my April copy of 
ETERNITY and in my estimation it surpasses 
Revelation which I did not think was possi- 
ble. In fact, I was so well pleased I have 
sold two subscriptions to my friends. 

B. C. McManaway 
Petersburg, Va. 

Thank you Mr. McManaway for the very 
practical way in which your appreciation is 
expressed. 


Just a note to tell you how much we ap- 
preciate ETERNITY; it certainly contains 
splendid reading matter and we enjoy it 
very much. 

May God richly bless your efforts and 
may many come to know our blessed Lord is 
our constant prayer. 

Howarp Aanp Nettie MAXxweELi 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Such a joy to receive the new magazine, 
Eternity. It is all I had hoped and prayed 
for. 

Am delighted to see the Book Service as 
I have been trying to locate an English trans- 
lation of Dr. F. W. Krummacher’s “The 
Risen Redeemer.” 

Vircie A. Lantz 
Richmond, Va. 

The Book Service is taking care of this 

request for help. 


Your article on “Oil and Wine” is indeed 
a great inspiration to us who have had some 
sorrows and trials. It gives one greater 
courage. 

May God continue to bless you as you 
produce the oil and wine. Too many of us 
have produced only olives and grapes. 

Mrs. Georce Bovier 
Washington, Pa. 
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COME AND JOIN US AT 


SANDY COVE is situated on 
a bluff, overlooking beautiful 
Chesapeake Bay, on the his- 
toric eastern shore of Mary- 
land, four miles below North 
East, half-way between Balti- 
more and Philadelphia. The 
main building is a spacious 
lodge with large porches, airy 
dining room, cheery, log-burn- 
ing fireplaces, up-to-date kitch- 
en, twin beds in guest room, 








CENTRALLY 


LOCATED 


60 mi. from Phila. 
4S mi. from Balt. 
35 mi. from Lanc. 
Main Line P.R.R. — 
New York to Wash. 
North East easily ac- 


cessible by P. R. R. 
and Greyhound Bus. 








FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY 


DR. CLARENCE RODDY 


DR. HARRY RIMMER 


DR. V. R. EDMAN 


electricity, and other modern 
conveniences. Close by the 
main building are cozy cot- 
tages or cabins, which offer 
facilities for groups or families 
who prefer accommodations in 
a building by themselves. 


Meetings are held in the spa- 


cious Tabernacle and in the 
Memorial Prayer Chapel. A 
registered nurse is on duty at 
all times and a life guard is 
on duty during the hours of 
bathing. 


EVANG. RALPH W. NEIGHBOUR 















EVANGELIST BOB MUNRO DR. WILLIAM MIEROP 
REV. ANDREW TELFORD JOHN SERGEY 

REV. RALPH MITCHELL REV. HENRY WOLL 
REV. ARTHUR J. BOWEN REV. RALPH STOLL 
REV. WILLIAM ALLAN DEAN REV. SIDNEY CORRELL 
DR. WILLIAM PETTINGILL DR. ROBERT KETCHAM 
REV. DON MOFFAT BILL LEACH 


BOB MOON MR. & MRS. DOUGLAS STEWART 
REV. ELMER HUTCHISON DR. DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 
JAMES E. BENNET DR. HYMAN APPELMAN 

REV. GEORGE SCHMEISER DR. THEODORE ELSNER 
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REV. LEHMAN STRAUSS 
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Young 
= xeon Bible Schools, 


By DR. HARLIN J. ROPER, pastor 
Scofield Memorial Church 
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RELIGIOUS FREEDOM? 


Every liberty-loving American has a 


vital concern in preservation of his 
inalienable rights. 
Our only line of defense is a militant, 


missionaries persecut- | informed, praying ntism! 
ed, beaten. Keep posted on these great issues by 
IT COULD HAPPEN IN AMERICA! | reading 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 
Edited by former Roman Catholic Priests 
Packed with expert interpretation of all important news concerning the Roman 
Catholic Church and the future of democratic countries throughout the world. 
Subscription $2.00 year — 10 issues; 6 months trial $1.00. 
Send your subscription to: 


CHRIST'S MISSION, INC., 160 Fifth Ave., Dept.ET New York 10, N.Y. 
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Dear Dr. Barnhouse: 

I have just today seen the first issue of 
your new publication, ETerNnity, and wish 
to tell you how pleased I was with it. This 
certainly is a valuable addition to the field 
of evangelical literature. It is well edited, 
the format is pleasing and I believe that it 
will meet with a hearty response on the 
part of believers everywhere. 

We pray that God will give this publica- 
tion a wide and effective ministry in these 
days. 

Cordially yours, 

Christian Digest 

Tep W. Encstrom 

Editor-in-Chief 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Dear Donald: 

. and since the arrival of the first issue 
of Erernity I am eager to give you my re- 
actions. 

The magazine has improved in format and 
size in comparison to Revelation. The 10 
point type helps the reader throughout. Con- 
tinuing most of the usual features enhances 
the regular ministry. A monthly missionary 
message or emphasis is excellent. The in- 
clusion of Basil Atkinson’s articles should 
prove helpful. I have known of him for 
many years and have some of his writings. 

There are two suggestions I would make 
at this juncture. (1) Develop the Book Re- 
view section; (2) Inaugurate a special page 
for Preachers. 

Ratpu G. TURNBULL 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


The first copy of Erernity is here, and it 
goes far, far beyond my expectations, even 
though my expectations were very, very high. 
As I lay it down to write you, my heart is 
full,—I find it hard to put my reactions into 
words, except to say that I wish everyone I 
know could see one of these precious first 
copies. 

Eucenta DoYLe 
Richmond, Va. 


Yesterday Eternity came and I’ve read 
part of it. The article by the Philosophy 
and Greek teacher was worth more than the 
subscription price for the year! 

Wouldn’t it be helpful if Brother Keiper, 
the writer of the article on the physical res- 
urrection, would follow it up with an article 
on Christ’s ascension and the fact that 
Christ is now sitting at God’s right hand 
interceding for us? 

Rutu V. Ferticu 
Milton, Pa. 


The first issue of ETernity reached me 
and I am pleased and happy to see it. 

It was my pleasure to be one of the origi- 
nal subscribers to Revelation, and except 
for a lapse of a few months now and then 
have read it steadily through the years. Now 
I am happy to receive the first copy of ETer- 
NITY and will renew my subscription, when 
it is time to do so. 

Be assured of my continued interest and 
prayer for the blessing of God upon ETeEr- 
NITY and your ministry in the Word gen- 
erally. 

C. H. Mount 
Greenville, S. C. 
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Ninety Years of Service 


FOR CHRIST AND HIS KINGDOM 






















. ... Mine decades in the task of 
preparing young men and women to be 
missionaries, businessmen, doctors, ministers, 
housewives, lawyers, scientists, 
nurses, musicians, and educators. . . . 
and greater still, nine decades of instructing 
young hearts in the truth that a life 
surrendered to Jesus Christ will produce a 
life of service for Him, whether in secular 
spheres or on some distant mission 
station. This is still Wheaton’s 

God-given opportunity. 
Wheaton’s Life Annuity Plan provides 
you with an. investment that 
will be used to carry on this great work 
while you yourself enjoy the bene- 
fits of a regular lifetime income. 





WHEATON, ILLINOIS ° Dept. EA 50 


Please send me, without obligation, complete information regarding the Wheaton 
College Annuity Plan including a copy of the free booklet, “Pleasant Tomorrows.” 





Address 
City 





Zone NE eens Date of Birth__..________ 
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ALTITUDE 


JETS have flown the Atlantic. The 
title of the report was “There They 
Were.” Not—there they are, for they 
are too fast for that. One sentence 
stards out. They were flying at seven 
miles altitude. The white streamers 
trailed each aircraft for miles. But, 
says the report, “Oddly, although you 
have a sense of being able to see al- 
most limitless distances at this alti- 
tude, it was often impossible to spot 
our flight-mates. Ten miles there is 
like an inch on the ground.” And the 
thought immediately comes: What 
would be all the way in Heaven? If at 
seven tmiles up ten miles is as an inch, 
we can readily understand that in 
Heaven’s computation a day is with the 
Lord as a thousand years and 4 thou- 
sand years as but a day (2 Pet. 3:8). 





subscribers received their copies of the 
first issue of ETERNITY last month. 


IF YOU DIDN’T, 
please let us know, and we will send 
you one right away. 

The post office returned copies from 
which the labels were lost. We want you 
to get all the copies you paid for but we 
have no way of knowing which ones were 
not delivered unless you write. Just send 
a penny post card with your name and 
address to 

ETERNITY: Subscription Department 
Box 2 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 





NEXT MONTH: 


Spiritual Discernment, or How 
to Read Religious Books (The 
Negro spiritual is right “Every- 
body talkin’ "bout Heaven ain’t 
goin’ there”) by the Editor. 

Worthy Is the Lamb! by F. W. 
Boreham. 

Rights and Privileges in Christ 
Jesus, the first of a series of 
studies in Ephesians by Ralph 
L. Keiper. 

Why Give to Missions? by Os- 
wald J. Smith. 
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DEDICATION 


Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in His own blood, and hath made us to 
be a kingdom and to be priests unto God and His 
Father, to Him be glory and dominion for ever 
and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5, 6). 


Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend 
the ministry of Eternity to His everlasting glory. 
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NEW challenge has arisen, 
At is, as far as the West is 

concerned. For a long time 
persecution for one’s Christian faith 
has been a common experience in 
certain places of the world, but with 
the spread of materialism over half 
the world, Christians in North 
America and Western Europe must 
frankly face a new situation. 

The matter has become urgent, be- 
cause of the closing of a number of 
mission fields and the recent evacua- 
tion, wholly or partially, of consid- 
erably large and populous areas. It 
has ceased to be merely a problem 
for the missionary on the field, or 
even the Society er Board at home. 
Every Christian, whose faith is real, 
and to whom loyalty to Christ is a 
primary consideration, must now 
face a problem of which we, in our 
Western countries, have been un- 
aware for the past century or more. 

This problem of the Christian and 
persecution is at our doors. It is 
already a living issue (or a dying 
one!) in half of Europe and in half 
of Asia. In certain European coun- 
tries a decision to worship only the 
Lord God as Scripture and consci- 
ence dictate, has already proved a 
matter of life and death. A modern 
equivalent of the emperor-worship 
of the first century has appeared; it 
is implemented by the most skillful 
and scientific method of identifica- 
tion, record, research and trial. Sa- 
tanic and psychological methods of 
obtaining confession of guilt, where 
obviously there is no guilt, has put 
fear into the hearts of millions. In 
the favored countries of Britain, 
America and others, it is still possi- 
ble to be a Christian comfortably. 
Indeed we have become so used to 
ease that any idea of following the 
Lord the costly way, the cross-way, 
seems unnecessary. 

Missionaries have faced it in many 
countries, nationals are facing it in 
still more. It may be that God will 
hear our cry that Britain and Ameri- 
ca be spared such an eclipse of Chris- 
tian work, but it may please God to 





Mr. Mitchell is Home Director for Great 
Britain of the China Inland Mission and Chair- 
man of the English Keswick and has recently 
completed five weeks ministry in the Editor's 
pulpit. 
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Counting the Pod 


By FRED MITCHELL 





do otherwise, and to afford His peo- 
ple in our countries an opportunity 
of proving to Him, and to a mate- 
rialistic world, that we really love 
Him more than anything and fear 
Him more than any one. Has the 
Christian in certain countries any 
guarantee of immunity from the sor- 
rows which the brethren are experi- 
encing in others? We are facing a 
new challenge, which may be equal 
to that of Nero and Domitian in the 
first centuries, or to that of the In- 
quisition and Marian persecutions 
of the seventeenth and contiguous 
centuries. 

It is necessary for us therefore to 
ask ourselves afresh, “What does dis- 
cipleship really involve?” We have 
been preaching the Gospel in such a 
way that very often the would-be 
disciple has never faced the cost of 
his loyalty at all. In our Lord’s words 
we need to sit down and first count 
the cost. Perhaps such a note ought 
to be restored immediately to our 
preaching. 

The answer to this question, 
“What does discipleship involve?” 
is given very plainly in the New 





Testament. Our Lord Jesus said, 
“In the world ye shall have tribula- 
tion (John 16:33). “Blessed are ye, 
when men shall revile you, and per- 
secute you, and shall say all manner 
of evil against you falsely for My 
sake” (Mt. 5:11, 12). “Think not 
that I am come to send peace on 
earth: I came not to send peace, but 
a sword” (Mt. 10:34). “They shall 
put you out of the synagogues: yea, 
the time cometh, that whosoever 
killeth you will think that he doeth 
God service” (John 16:2). “If the 
world hate you, ye know that it 
hated Me before it hated you” (John 
15:18). Texts come unbidden to the 
memory as one thinks on the sub- 
ject, and almost every page of the 
Gospels is filled with such warnings. 

These prophecies made by the 
Lord were fulfilled in the early 
Church. They actually came to pass 
then. Imprisonment and death was 
common as Nero and other Caesars 
vented their ungodly hatred on the 
infant Church. The catacombs with 
their thousands of tombs bear wit- 
ness, and even before the Church 


(Continued on page 47) 


Do you think God is good only when He makes all things such as please you? 7 



































Churchill's Memoirs 


NOTES by DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


ill is the greatest figure that has 

moved on the boards of world his- 
tory in well over a century. His book 
is of great importance. John Wesley 
was the last really great incarnation 
of spiritual force. Churchill has been 
an incarnation of moral force. This is 
why his place in history is more secure 
than that of the various incarnations 
of brute force, some of which he has 
been instrumental in slaying. 

When the first two volumes of his 
memoirs appeared, The Gathering 
Storm, and Their Finest Hour, I read 
them and noted the incidents that could 
be used to illustrate spiritual truth. 
Page after page of anecdotes were set 
down together with the moral that 
could be drawn from the secular story. 
We know that these stories have been 
told in hundreds of pulpits, as we be- 
lieve that what we are about to set 
down here will be used. 

It should be understood that my 
method has no connecting sequence. | 
have begun with the first line of The 
Grand Alliance. and whenever some- 
thing has struck my sense of illustra- 
tion I have set it down. There may be 
three references to two pages and then 
no reference for forty pages. But if 
what we say here will comfort and 
strengthen the Christian and help the 
minister, perhaps, in letting a shaft of 
light in on what might otherwise be a 
dull sermon, we shall be satisfied, and 
rather believe that Mr. Churchill would 
be satisfied also. 


|: IS my belief that Winston Church- 


RUTH is important for truth’s 

sake. In the opening paragraph of 
his preface Churchill notes that this vol- 
ume is a record of events seen from the 
point of view of the British Prime Min- 
ister, during the time when Germany 
had turned east against Russia. He ad- 
mits that the giant events of the East 
overshadowed the events that were 
then transpiring in the West after 
France had fallen and the blitz against 
England had failed. He calls for a de- 
tailed study of the Russo-German con- 
flict, saying, “Even though no facili- 
ties for foreigners to narrate the Rus- 
sian agony and glory might be accord- 
ed, the effort should be made. Nor 
should this impulse be chilled by the 
fact that the Soviet Government have 
already claimed all the honour for 
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themselves.” In other words, Truth 
for truth’s sake. 

That must ever be the attitude of 
the student of the Word of God also. 
That is why the Christian is the eter- 
nal champion of freedom. In the 
long run, truth is of God in every field. 
Nothing should ever chill the impulse 
of the one who is desiring truth as God 
desires truth in the inward parts (Psa. 
51:6). 


OD never asks us to live more than 
one day at a time. Churchill seems 
to have lived this truth perfectly and 
had an equanimity that must have been 
God-given. The early part of 1941 was 
the lowest point for the British. They 
stood alone. Churchill puts it: “At 
home we must face the war against the 
U-boats, the invasion threat, and the 
continuing blitz; we had to conduct 
the group of campaigns in the Middle 
East; and, thirdly, to try to make a 
front against Germany in the Balkans. 
And we had to do all this for a long 
time alone. After shooting Niagara we 
had now to struggle in the rapids. One 
of the difficulties of this narrative is 
the disproportion between our single- 
handed efforts to keep our heads above 
water from day to day and do our du- 
ty, and the remorseless development of 
far larger events.” This is a perfect 
description of the life of the Christian. 
We, of course, are maintained by 
Christ with our heads above water, but 
there we must swim in the rapids of 
life and do our duty moment by mo- 
ment, leaving the remorseless develop- 
ment of the larger events to the events 
themselves. We can gather from 
Churchill the sense, the feel of living 
life fully for the moment, let come 
what may. 


HE Bible, of course, teaches that 

Palestine is the center of all things 
in God’s plan. It is interesting to note 
Churchill’s statement about the defense 
of that part of the world. At a mo- 
ment when many still thought that 
Britain might still be invaded, Church- 
ill says “we ourselves felt free to send 
overseas all the troops our available 
shipping could carry and to wage of- 
fensive war in the Middle East and the 
Mediterranean. Here was the hinge on 
which our ultimate victory turned . . .” 
The italics are mine. 


Faith is the taking of God at His Word. 


HATEVER we may think about 

Harry Hopkins, either personally 
or politically, there is a great illustra- 
tion to be found in Churchill’s apprais- 
al of the man. We, in this country, who 
move among educated people, general- 
ly hear nothing good of the Roosevelt- 
Hopkins alliance. Its dark and sinister 
sides have been publicized by all the 
organs that disseminate public infor- 
mation, most of which have been in 
the control of the enemies of the 
Roosevelt presidency. Hopkins was an 
evil creature in the minds of many, 
simply because he was Roosevelt’s crea- 
ture. 

But suddenly a voice from the 
other side of the world speaks out 
about Hopkins, and an honest man is 
forced to draw in his breath sharply 
and take a new look. For Churchill’s 
impressions of Hopkins, “That extraor- 
dinary man” are, of course, very im- 
portant. “He played and was to play, 
a sometimes decisive part in the whole 
movement of the war. His was a soul 
that flamed out of a frail and failing 
body. He was a crumbling lighthouse 
from which there shone the beams that 
led great fleets to harbour.” It was 
Madame de Sevigné who once said 
that the foreigner is contemporary pos- 
terity. Does Churchill see Hopkins as 
Americans will see him a hundred 
years from now when passions are 
cooled? However that may be, it gives 
us an illustration of the fact that we 
need not be worried about the opin- 
ions of those round about us. It is the 
opinion from beyond the waters that 
really counts. If Churchill sees truly. 
a local verdict of history is reversed. 
God does see truly, and His verdicts 
will be the eternal ones. Nothing else 
matters. 


HE Germans had invented a meth- . 


od of sending out beams from dif- 
ferent points calculated to meet over 
the target they desired to bomb. The 
British invented a method of deflecting 
the beam so that the German some- 
times dropped heavy loads of bombs 
in open country. One night, Churchill 
recounts, “Through our interference 
with their beams, which were set upon 
Derby, they bombed instead Notting- 
ham, where small fires were still burn- 
ing from the previous night. Their 
original error then carried their sec- 
ond attack to the Vale of Belvoir. . . 
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The German communiqué claimed the 
destruction of the Rolls-Royce works 
at Derby, which they never got near. 
Two hundred and thirty high-explosive 
bombs and a large number of incen- 
diaries were, however, unloaded in the 
open country. The total casualties 
there were two chickens.” 

The Christian is under attack from 
the fiery darts of the evil one. If we 
put on the whole armor of God, we 
shall be able to stand against his wiles, 
and his attacks will be deflected from 
us. He will make great claims of vic- 
tory, for the Devil is a great claimer, 
but the casualties will not be among 
those who put their trust in the Lord. 


HURCHILL has the great gift of 

seeing to the heart of a matter. It 
is in affairs of statesmanship the equiv- 
alent to discernment in spiritual mat- 
ters. It is rare in statecraft, even as 
spiritual discernment is the rarest of 
all spiritual gifts. This is illustrated 
by the way the contemporary docu- 
ments prove that Churchill saw to the 
verv heart of the inner meaning of Ru- 
dolf Hess’s strange flight to Scotland 
in mid-war. Sending a summary of 
the Hess interview to President Roose- 
velt, Churchill summed it up in one 
disemboweling sentence: “This is the 
old invitation to desert all our friends 
in order to save temporarily the greater 
part of our skin.” 

Would to God that Christians 
could see as clearly into the meander- 
ing preachments of the liberals who 
are still offering to help build the 
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kingdom of God 
instead of getting 
at the true work 
of calling out the 
people of God by 
the preaching of 
the Gospel before 
the final cata- 
clysm comes. The 
absolutely psy- 
chotic ideas of 
Hess may be 
compared with 
those of one of 
America’s most 
famous preacher- 
missionaries, who 
said, before thou- 
sands of people 
at Pittsburgh, un- 
der the auspices 
of the Federal 
Council: “I ad- 
mit I am con- 
fused. I see the 
kingdom of God 
being built on 
earth, but what 
confuses me is 
that I see it be- 
ing built by athe- 
ists in Russia.” A little Churchillian 
discernment would separate such non- 
sense from truth in half a flash. 


HURCHILL quotes a volume on 
& the escapade of Rudolf Hess show- 
ing that Hess carried out his plan to fly 
to Britain on the advice and under the 
suggestion of the astrologer Haushofer, 
who, it is known, was Hitler’s astrol- 
oger. Saul in defeat consulted the 
woman with a familiar spirit. Thus 
end those who are runaways from the 
Lord, and who seek council of the 
Devil. 


HEN a man knows truth he may 

speak with authority. Three years 
after the Hess episode Churchill, on a 
visit to Moscow, was asked by Stalin 
about the Hess incident. Stalin could 
not bring himself to believe that Hess 
had really tried to foment a plot be- 
tween Germany and England to attack 
Russia together. When the interpreter 
told Churchill that Stalin did not be- 
lieve what he said, the British Prime 
Minister replied, “When I make a 
statement of facts within my knowledge 
I expect it to be accepted.” Thus when 
a man is a true minister of the Word 
of God he has a right to speak with all 
the authority of his position. He is told 
to speak as the oracles of God. If 
someone does not wish to believe what 
we say when we thus speak of the facts 
which we know and testify of the eter- 
nal things that have been revealed, the 
incredulous listener must take the con- 
sequences. 


fess man who is not willing to die a 
‘1 martyr’s death for the principles of 
righteousness will soon find himself a 
compromiser with the principles of 
unrighteousness. Churchill illustrates 
this in the story of Prince Paul of Yu- 
goslavia. It was early 1941. Germany 
was massing for her attack upon the 
Balkans and Greece. Churchill knew 
that the attack was coming and was 
seeking to fuse Yugoslavia and Turkey 
into the common defense with Greece. 
Prince Paul was playing neutral. 

Churchill sent Eden a memo say- 
ing that the dispatches from Belgrade 
about the views of Prince Paul left 
him unchanged. “If the Germans are 
coming south,” wrote- Churchill, “they 
will not require pretexts. They are, it 
would seem, already acting in pursu- 
ance of a carefully-thought-out plan 
which one can hardly assume will be 
hurried or delayed in consequences of 
any minor movements of ours. The evi- 
dence in our possession of the German 
movements seems overwhelming. In 
the face of it Prince Paul’s attitude 
looks like that of an unfortuante man 
in the cage with a tiger, hoping not to 
provoke him while steadily dinner- 
time approaches.” The apostle for 
whom Prince Paul had been named 
had written almost two thousand years 
before: “Know ye not, that to whom 
ye yield yourselves servants to obey, 
his servants ye are to whom ye obey; 
whether of sin unto death. or of obe- 
dience unto righteousness?” (Rom. 6: 
16). 

Prince Paul had a choice. If he 
had chosen right, we would have lost 
his crown but kept his reputation. He 
chose wrong, hoping to keep his crown. 
He lost both crown and reputation. 
Thus it will be with every man who 
faces a moral choice. 


E ARE ambassadors for Christ 

and it is the duty of an ambassa- 
dor to represent his home country to 
the death. When the Yugoslav traitors 
had sold their country to Hitler there 
was much dissension in Belgrade and 
still a possibility of raising a great fac- 
tion against Hitler. So Churchill tele- 
graphed the British Minister, Campbell, 
“Do not let any gap grow up between 
you and Prince Paul or Ministers. 
Continue to pester, nag and bite. De- 
mand audiences. Don’t take NO for 
an answer. Cling on to them, pointing 
out that Germans are already taking 
the subjugation of the country for 
granted. This is no time for reproaches 
or dignified farewells . . .” How true 
these words are for God’s ministers in 
the midst of this cursed world and the 
traitors who do not stand for Him. 


Christian ministers! Do not let any 
(Continued on page 46) 


Grace is so simple and so wonderful it is beyond man’s comprehension. 9 








and 


‘ Mey as x 
iy seh ¥ ae ri 
oe 
-! itis Ea cerTCALY in 


var ayeitt sis) aa | 
aa Trak) aN | 
| ie 






























A picture of the ancient Colosseum of Rome recently 
2ppeared over the caption “where early Christians died 
for a faith the world now takes for granted.” 

The writer perhaps spoke more truth than he meant 
to say. However much we take our faith for granted 
now, it certainly was not a matter of course in the hey- 
day of the Colosseum. That Flavian amphitheatre, still 
a showplace in modern Rome, was built by Jewish 
slaves. The outside walls cost more than fifty million 
dollars. It seated no less than fifty thousand people. 
In its arenas gladiators and wild beasts fought for pub- 
lic entertainment. One thousand animals were slain 
there on an emperor’s birthday. 

If we had sat in those grandstands amidst “the 
grandeur that was Rome,” we might have been de- 
ceived. For it was not the howling mob in the Colos- 
seum that determined the course of history. Under- 
ground in the catacombs another force was working. 
A handful of men and women who worshiped another 
King called Jesus, who had died and risen and was 
coming back someday—here was the beginning of an 
empire within an empire, the Christians beneath the 
Caesareans. They crept along the subterranean pas- 
sageways and tunnels, among the tombs and caverns, 
hunted and persecuted, “the scum of the earth.” If 
we had prowled around in these gloomy depths, we 
might have come upon little companies singing, listen- 
ing to a Gospel message, observing the Lord’s Supper. 
We might have said, ““They haven’t got a chance.” But 
the Christians underground eventually upset the 
Caesareans above ground. The catacombs overcame the 
Colosseum and finally put the amphitheatre out of 
business. 

There is something fascinating about these saints 
of the catacombs. It has intrigued our writers in “Quo 
Vadis” years ago and today in “Blood of the Martyrs.” 
We cannot forget this fellowship of simple believers 





Vance Havner, formerly a Baptist pastor, is now widely known as an 
evangelist, preacher and author. 





10 Eternal life does not begin when we die, but when we begin to live. 
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who loved Jesus Christ more than their lives, in the 
world but not of it, whose blood was the seed of the 
church. It was said of them long ago: “They live, each 
in his native land but as though they were not really at 
home there. They sharé in all duties like citizens and 
suffer all hardships like strangers. Every foreign land 
is for them a fatherland and every fatherland a foreign 
land. They dwell on earth but are citizens of Heaven. 


- They obey the laws that men make, but their lives are 


better than the laws. 
persecuted by all.” 

These denizens of God’s Underground were on fire 
with a passion which swords could not kill nor water 
drown nor fire destroy. Their blood was spilled so 
freely in the arena that a traveler was asked, “Do you 
want a relic? Take a handful of sand from the Colos- 
seum. It is all martyrs!” 

Here was a minority group in a pagan land but, like 
many minority groups before and after, they changed 
the course of history. Today the professing church has 
grown rich and increased with goods and needs noth- 
ing. As the magazine writer said, the faith is now taken 
for granted. What once was asserted is now assumed. 
We sing, 


They love all men, but are 


Our fathers, chained in prisons dark, 

Were still in heart and conscience free: 
How sweet would be their children’s fate, 
If they, like them, could die for Thee! 


But we are a pretty comfortable crowd of Christians 
who seem to forget that for us the Gospel is not some- 
thing to come to church to hear but something to go 
from church to tell. Lenin said, “It is better to have a 
hundred fanatics than a thousand placid followers.” 
The children of this world are wiser on this point than 
the children of light. The cause of Christ is not carried 
forward by complacent Sunday morning bench-warmers 
who come in to sit but never go out to serve. 

The worst of it is, we have moved from the arena 
into the grandstand, from the catacombs into the 
Colosseum. 


ETERNITY 








Certainly we have caught the spirit of the Colosseum. 
-One would think Christians had never heard those 
Scriptures, “Be not conformed to this world,”. . . ““Who- 
soever therefore will be a friend of the world is the 
enemy of God,” “If any man love the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him.” The gods of Rome—the lust 
of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life— 
are still our gods and we “fear the Lord and serve our 
own gods.” 

Campbell Morgan said we Christians are not to catch 
the spirit of the age but to condemn it and, as far as 
we may, correct it. But churches are filled with world- 
lings. They sit in the choirs, teach classes, hold offices. 
They are affiliated with all the unfruitful works of 
darkness and never reprove them. If their hypocrisy is 
pointed out, they adopt the hush-hush policy by mis- 
using “Judge not that ye be not judged,” only another 
device of the Devil to shut our mouths while the church 
moves into the Colosseum. We have long since ceased 
being disturbed by these sensitive souls who howl when 
the sword of the Spirit opens the pus-pockets of iniqui- 
ty. Billy Sunday used to say that the term “worldly 
Christian” was a misnomer. He did not.use that word, 
however; he said one might as well speak of a heavenly 
Devil. 

Living in Rome we are tempted as never before to 
do as Rome does. When the church moves from perse- 
cution to popularity, from the arena into the grand- 
stand, the Gospel fire dies down until God starts an- 
other minority underground. He has followed this 
procedure through the centuries. Witness the Pilgrims, 
the Quakers, the Wesleyan movement. The church lan- 
guishes when her members wear medals in the grand- 
stands; she prospers when they wear scars in the arena. 
And be not deceived: what a lot of people think is the 
world becoming more Christian is the Christian becom- 
ing more worldly! 

Furthermore, we have become enamoured of the 
showmanship of the Colosseum. The time has come 
when sound doctrine-cannot be endured and somehow 
we have fallen for the notion that the church must 
compete with the world by entering the entertainment 
business. It is ridiculous, to begin with, for we cannot 
begin to match the cleverness of this age so we end up 
running third-rate amusements. It is an admission of 
failure and a sad commentary on present day preaching 
when we must resort to numerous devices of music, 
movies, magic and monkeyshines to fill the pews. It is 
contrary to the whole genius of the Christian message 
and ministry for God ordained that men should be won 
by the foolishness of preaching and when preaching 
fails there is no substitute. There are minor uses for 
lesser gifts but the proclamation of the Gospel by Spirit- 
filled men is God’s chosen means. 

After all, we are running a lifeboat and not a show- 
boat. But this is the age of the Colosseum and not a 
few Christians think we must stage a glorified circus to 
keep step with these days of super-duper glamour. 

It is the day of the spectator. Decadent Rome sat in 
the grandstand. America is a nation of onlookers to- 
day. Thousands upon thousands sit at football stadiums 
and baseball diamonds and horse races watching man 
and beast strive for mastery. Then they go to the 
theater to be entertained again. Some of them go to 
church on Sunday and again they are spectators, not 
participants, and the preacher is expected to perform 
for their enjoyment. They go home with no more 
intention of practicing the sermon than they take seri- 
ously what they saw in the theater. It is all unreal. 
Even Christians sit like the listeners of Ezekiel’s day, 
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hearing the Word but doing it not, and go out having 
deceived themselves. ‘‘Spectatoritis,” whether in the 
amphitheatre or at church, means a flabby generation 
of comfortable onlookers. For the church it spells de- 
cay. “I enjoyed the sermon” may be a sad index to 
the state of both pulpit and pew. 

The church has moved from the catacombs to the 
Colosseum in its emphasis upon size. We stage mam- 
moth demonstrations and gigantic convocations. We 
put celebrities on the platform and borrow from Caesar 
to enhance the banner of Christ. We have gone crazy 
over bigness. Just now church unification is the fash- 
ion. That is another admission of failure. Failing 
in the Spirit we are trying to impress men with size as 
though strength lay in statistics. 

When the patient is very ill and the doctors hold a 
consultation, it does not mean only that the patient is 
up against it; it may mean that the doctors are up 
against it! We have gone on the defensive forgetting 
that the best defensive is an offensive. If, instead of all 
this banding together to make a show of strength, we 
secured a fresh filling of the Spirit and launched out 
with an aggressive evangelism, we would win more souls 
in a week than we now win in a year. The fact is, the 
more we unify the fewer souls are brought to Christ. 
The way out is by expansion, not by concentration. 
The saints of the catacombs did not sit in huddles and 
draw up resolutions deploring the status quo. They 
believed, lived and preached the Gospel in the power 
of God and empires gave way before them. 

Actually we need a thinning instead of a thickening. 
I learned long ago that growing corn and cotton must 
be thinned. We reduced the quantity to improve the 
quality. Gideon had to thin his troops and a similar 
procedure might help God's army today. Jesus thinned 
His crowd in the sixth chapter of John and doubtless 
on many another occasion. Many believed on Him, we 
are told, but He did not believe in them. Today the 
persecuted minority has become the popular majority. 

Real Christians, however, are still a minority in a 
pagan land right here in America. If instead of aping 
the world in spirit, showmanship and size, we returned 
to the offense of the cross and were willing to be the 
scum of the earth and a “theater to the world” in the 
New Testament sense instead of in the modern sense, 
we might once again shake the world. Men are not 
impressed from the Colosseum but from the catacombs. 
“Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men: 
and the weakness of God is stronger than men.” 





On the drill ground the opening word of the 
officer is always Attention! Thus it must be 
with our daily devotions. If we try to pray 
before God has lighted the flame through 
meditation in the Word we are likely to waste 
our time and to find that the praying is uphill 
work, with thoughts wandering off eat every 
tangent. But let the Holy Spirit speak to us 
in the Word and we shall be brought to atten- 
tion before God. We will know what it is to 
present arms and go through the rest of that 
which is no longer drill but life itself, mani- 
festing itself in pouring out to God a little 
of that which has been received. This will be 
praise, and desire will follow and we will find 
our cleansed petitions reaching the throne of 
God with accuracy, and the answers coming 
from God in His Word and in our life. 
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We know so much more truth than we live. ll 

















ETERNITY is not a magazine of Bible prophecy. It is 
a magazine of Bible study. But there can be no doubt 
of the fact that the Bible has a great deal to say about 
the future, and our Lord told us that man was not to 
live by bread alone but by every word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of God (Matt. 4:4). And the Holy 
Spirit, speaking to Timothy through Paul, noted that 
all Scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profit- 
able for doctrine and many other things (2 Tim. 3:16) . 

There are many thousands of readers of ETERNITY 
who have not followed the Editor’s writings through 
the years in which he produced the magazine Revela- 
tion, which has now suspended publication. Many are, 
therefore, unaware of the position we have taken 
through the years and it would seem advisable to make 
our course very clear from the beginning, as this issue 
of the magazine falls on the desk of several thousand 
ministers alone who were not readers of our former 
writings. 

As we said in the first sentence, this is not a maga- 
zine of Bible prophecy. But we believe that the Bible 
speaks much concerning the future and we write of 
the events of our time with relationship to that which 
the Bible sets forth in this realm of teaching. First of 
all, let it be said that we believe in the second coming 
of Jesus Christ. With all of the faithful church of all 
ages we recite the creed of the apostles, “From thence 
He shall come to judge the living and the dead.” We 
will not take space to argue the fact of the return of 
the Lord Jesus any more than we would take space to 
argue the fact of the death of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The two facts rest unalterably on the revelation of 
God as recorded in the Word of God. There is no 
external evidence for the death of Christ—we discard 
as spurious the supposed reference in Josephus—and 
none is needed. The Word of God suffices. There is no 
external evidence for the second coming of Christ. 
None is needed. 

Furthermore, not only do we believe in the fact of 
the return of the Lord Jesus Christ, but we believe that 
the Bible has a great deal to say about the details of 
His return, and the relationship of that event to the 
times in which we now live. Do not misunderstand. 
We set no dates whatsoever and have no sympathy with 
anyone who seeks to set dates. We know that the Bible 
teaches that no man knoweth the day, nor the hour, nor 
the times, nor the seasons. To this we hold absolutely. 
Anyone who wishes to set a date for the coming of 


12 Let us learn to give God time. 
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Prophecy 


Christ is necessarily out of the will of God and must 
be considered among the false prophets. 

Not only we do not hold with those who set dates, 
but we have little sympathy with those who wish to in- 
sist that they have the only system of demonstrating 
that such and such a trump coincides with such and 
such a time schedule of the vials, the seals or the woes. 
Again, we say that we must not be misunderstood. The 
Editor has some definite and certain beliefs as to the 
schedule of events that will occur in the future and 
will have more to say about it later. 

Those who know my preaching well know that I 
seldom speak about the second coming of Christ. The 
reason is that I have felt more and more called to in- 
form people about the significance of the first coming 
of Christ. I seldos: preach on prophetic subjects in my 
own pulpit; half a dozen times in the last several years 
will cover the times when I have preached on the sub- 
ject. And I never speak on prophecy in my Bible con- 
ferences unless the inviting pastor specifically requests 
that I deal with the subject. And even then I deal with 
it in its larger outlines. 

In my writings I have published one pamphlet on 
the subject and one or two studies in one of my books. 
And in the magazine I have edited there has been one 
article each month on the general subject that heads 
this article: Current Events in the Light of the Bible. 
I shall continue that proportion of teaching in the 
future unless I am definitely led in another direction by 
the Lord, and this I do not anticipate. 

There will be some people who do not agree with 
the position which I adopt in these articles. That is 
not between the writer and the reader but between each 
of us on the one hand and the Lord on the other. “To 
his own Master he standeth or falleth” is the word of 
the Lord to us (Rom. 14:4), and in the same paragraph 
we read, “So then every one of us shall give account of 
himself to God” (v. 12). But it goes without saying 
that I believe that the position which I hold is the 
true Biblical position. I do not hold it because this or 
that man taught it, but because I believe that the 
Scriptures definitely teach it. 

In the course of the months, if the Lord permit, I 
shall continue these articles, and shall give a series of 
messages on prophecy which will set forth the basic 
principles which I believe the Scriptures teach. I shall 
hope to publish a paper on why I am not a dispensa- 
tionalist and never have been, though, of course, I do 
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not kill lambs on Sunday morning or keep the Saturday 
Sabbath. I do know that this is the Christian dispensa- 
tion. In the New Testament the word “dispensation” is 
used for God’s methods of administering His plans, for 
governing those who are of the household of faith, and 
its usage shows that God has administered His plans 
differently at one time and another. In late years the 
word has been seized upon by some to nullify certain 
truths that are in the Scriptures, some maintaining that 
in this age there is not to be any water baptism of any 
kind because such things were for another dispensation 
or age. Such error has rightly been branded heretical. 
But we must not abandon the truth. Every Christian is 
a dispensationalist in one sense. But I shall leave the 
details of that study for another time. 

There are three general positions in Bible prophecy 
which have been held by any substantial number of 
people, although there are exponents of many varia- 
tions in detail. 

There have been, for example, some who are called 
post-millenarians. The term post means after, even as a 
post-mortem examination is one after death. The word 
millenarian comes from the Latin word for thousand 
years. The post-millenarian theory is roughly that there 
will be a thousand year kingdom of the Lord, as de- 
scribed in Revelation 20, and that this period will be 
brought about by a gradual extension of the kingdom 
of God in the hearts of men, so that we are to look 
today for the slow growth of the church organization 
until the time shall come when mankind by the efforts 
of Christians, aided by God in some way, shall in its 
entirety be brought under the sway of Christ and there 
shall be no more wars or injustice among men. This 
happy state is to be brought about by the work and 
efforts of men as they are now, without any further in- 
tervention by God, and then, when this 1,000 years of 
righteousness is completed, the Lord will come back 
to set up the throne of judgment, will then raise the 
dead, and will set the eternal course of action in mo- 
tion. This theory is that which is held by most Roman 
Catholic theologians, and they believe, of course, that 
this kingdom will come under the Roman power and 
that the whole world will be brought under the sway 
of the Papacy. There were many Protestants who car- 
ried this idea out of the Reformation, and this theory 
has been held by decreasing numbers of theologians 
through the centuries. At the turn of this century this 
school of thought was quite numerous, but its ex- 
ponents turned largely to liberalism and unbelief and 
it is not held today outside of Rome except by small 
groups of men who largely associate with men of uni- 
tarian ideas, and who lend little or no importance to 
any prophetic ideas which concern Christ. With all 
such men the idea of the world’s growing better and 
better is a necessary belief. The events of the past half 
century have largely destroyed their hope in an earthly 
kingdom built by man. 

It is true that one rather famous Protestant minister 
said in Pittsburgh before several thousand people when 
he was brought to that city on a preaching mission, that 
he was confused because he could see the kingdom of 
God being built on earth, but that what confused him 
was that he could see it being built in Russia by 
atheists! That is confusion indeed. 

The vast majority of Protestant Christians today— 
if we exclude those who deny the great essentials of 
the faith—are either a-millenarians or pre-millenarians. 
There is almost no difference at all between these two 
points of view with respect to the outlook on present 
problems and the course of the present age. And there 
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are many men who hold to the essential Biblical posi- 
tion in such matters as the doctrines of the Virgin Birth, 
the deity of Christ, the substitutionary atonement, the 
bodily resurrection of our Lord and the inspiration of 
the Scriptures, and differ only on this matter of a varia- 
tion of belief as to the nature of events at the coming 
of the Lord. 

Both the a- and the pre-millenarians, for example, 
are in agreement as to essential difference between the 
true church and the world, and both would hold that 
the true church would never include the entire world, 
but that God is calling out a people for His name, after 
which He will intervene. Both would hold that the 
course of the present age is a mixed one, and that the 
evil tendencies in some will increase and that the move- 
ment among the righteous will increase for God. Both 
would be in accord that the wheat and the tares will 
grow together and that the selection process will take 
place at the intervention of God at the time of the re- 
turn of the Lord. And both would agree that the Lord 
might come in answer to His promise at any moment. 
The only difference between the two groups of a- and 
pre-millenarians concerns the details of the events that 
shall occur upon the intervention of Christ at His 
coming. 

In view of this great common field of agreement it 
is most sad to note the differences that have been 
allowed to arise between the true Christians who hold 
these divergent views. That difference, one must note, 
exists almost entirely in the United States. Christians 
in England and on the Continent find it very strange 
that there is almost exclusion of the other party by 
groups on either side of this subject in the United 
States. The Editor of Erernity has spent a great deal 
of his adult life in Europe and is well acquainted with 
evangelical groups both in Britain and on the Conti- 
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**Just as I was letting the kids out in front of the 
Sunday School the Reverend Walker spotted me!” 











“Reprinted by special permission of The Saturday Evening Post. Copyright 
950 by The Curtis Publishing Company.” 

The wife almost swoons when she learns that her unshaven, 
unkempt husband has been seen by the minister when h> 
should have been dressed and accompanying his children to 
Sunday School. We may grin when we look at it, for humor 
frequently consists in laughing at other people's minor 
troubles. But there is going to come a day when a great 
many people will be ashamed before the Lord because thev 
are not clothed in the righteousness which He has provided 
to meet Him as we should meet Him. 


Faith needs a life of prayer for its full growth. 13 














By ROBERT |. BROWN 


“He shall have dominion also from 
sea to sea, and from the river unto the 
ends of the earth. . . His name shall 
endure forever, his name shall be con- 
tinued as long as the sun, and men 
shall be blessed in him, all nations shall 
call him blessed” (Psa. 72:8, 17). 

With a profound conviction in the 
ultimate fulfillment of these words, let 
us consider the challenge of North 
Africa. 

If we could take a journey back in 
time for some 1400 years and then 
journey from Casablanca in the east 
of the Barbary States way across to 
Tripoli in Libya in the west, we should 
see on all hands stately Christian build- 
ings surmounted by the symbol of 
Christianity, the cross, and we should 
be traveling where Augustine, Cyprian, 
Origen and others labored so devotedly 
and so effectively. If we were to take 
the same journey today, we would see 
few churches and few Christians, but 
on all hands we would see the chal- 
lenging mosque surmounted by the 
crescent. 


The cradle of Christianity has be- 
come the citadel of Islam. The Chris- 
tian Church lost her love for her Lord, 
lost her vision for perishing souls, 
lost her separation and then—lost her 
candlestick, and the scourge of Islam 
was the price paid for apostasy. Islam 
basically has scarcely changed in 
1300 years. Only the other day in Chi- 
cago the leader of the Ahmadiyya 
Movement, the purest and most mis- 
sionary minded of Moslem sects, told 
me again that the Bible is inaccurate 
and full of interpolations and inconsis- 
tencies, and can only be interpreted in 
the light of the Koran; and concern- 
ing Christ, he was most emphatic that 
He was not the Son of God and did 
not die on the Cross. In hostile fash- 
ion, then as now, Islam defies our 
King. 

For 1300 years or so, there was the 
silence of night over North Africa, 
broken but once by Raymon Lull, a 
converted Spanish courtier, who 
preached in Tunis and Algeria, and 
was martyred in Bougie. He was a 
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Nabuel Market 


scholar, saint, missionary, and martyr 
and his biography well repays careful 
reading. 

Before we turn to this neglected 
field in detail, we should pause to re- 
member that the 20 millions of Mos- 
lems in North Africa are less, far less 
adequately evangelized today than they 
were thirty years since. We have to 
face the melancholy fact that because 
of lack of reinforcements we have been 
obliged to witness a steady retreat 
where we should have sounded the call 
to advance. 

It is true that the work has been 
sacrificial and costly, in fact the 
largest Society in the world working 
among Moslems has sent five hundred 
workers to these fields in seventy years, 
and estimates that there have been five 
hundred converts. So it has been a 
life for a life, and some say, “to what 
purpose this waste?” and we can only 
reply that we love our Lord, and long 
for Him to see of the travail of His 
soul even from among Moslems. 

Now let us turn to the field in par- 
ticular and begin with Morocco. As 
we try to pick out significant things, 
we realize that Morocco has seen very 
rapid emancipation in. the last few 
years. Sometime ago over three thou- 
sand women and girls gathered to hear 





Mr. Brown is working with Moslems under the 
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a political address. The veil is slowly 
disappearing, education is on the in- 
crease, yet when the missionaries tried 
a Gospel broadcast a short time ago, 
public feeling was so strong that it had 
to be stopped. 

Almost every kind of missionary ac- 
tivity has been attempted in Morocco. 
Hospitals and dispensaries have done a 
tremendous amount towards breaking 
down prejudice and suspicion, and to- 
day we have the joy of having our con- 
verted Moslem brethren and sisters 
working side by side with us in the 
Mission Hospital in Tangier. There is 
a great need here for doctors and 
nurses, to open more hospitals and dis- 
pensaries in this field. 

Industrial work, or teaching useful 
trades has always been of vital impor- 
tance. A convert always runs the very 
real risk of losing his job when he 
boldly accepts Christ, but we can in 
this way supply him with a means of 
honorably earning his livelihood. It is 
fascinating to watch a primitive young 
tribesboy, learn in a few months the 
potter’s trade, and supremely wonder- 
ful, to know he has confessed Christ 
and is developing into a first rate evan- 
gelist. There is an obvious need here 
for men of technical ability to develop 
this side of the work. 

Schools and classes and _ itinerant 
evangelism have been done faithfully 
in this area and in more than one place 
there are promising converts, and in- 
quirers. 

Before leaving Morocco, we would 
do well to remember that Morocco has 
been much blessed with able transla- 
tors. It is the only country which has 
a colloquial Arabic New Testament and 
they are busily engaged in translating 
the Old Testament. 

Now let us travel eastward into Al- 
geria, the first country to receive the 
heralds of the cross some seventy years 
ago. Here various societies work 
among Arabs and Kabyles. The work 
has not been easy but in one place at 
least there are today three generations 
of believers in a Kabyle center; in an- 
other station a converted Moslem ably 
helps in the classes and expounds the 
Word. The most inspiring sight in 
Algeria is the annual conference in Tizi 
Ougu, where over 150 missionaries and 
converts gather together under the 
leadership of a national for a season 
of study and prayer. 

Algeria has been soaked in the Word 
of God by intrepid and devoted labor- 
ers. Will these whitening fields fall a 
prey to Communism, or atheism or will 
we win them for Christ? 

In Tunisia, a country about the size 
of New York State with a population 
of three million souls there is work 
going on in three centers. There is an 
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independent American work in the 
North, where in particular a Bible 
camp has been held for these last ten 
years and where we have had many 
conversions among the young. In 
Tunis City, there is a Bible depot, 
where the Scriptures are told and dis- 
played and where Moslems gather al- 
most daily to hear the Gospel. Women 
missionaries, too, have an entrance 
into many homes in Tunis itself, and 
in the surrounding villages. 

Then in Nabuel in the Cape Bon 
peninsula where the Germans made 
their last desperate stand in 1943, we 
have sought to evangelize every town 
and village. Ten years ago we were 
hustled out of many of these villages, 
but only recently a crowd of Arabs 
gathered around the missionary and 
eagerly took away every piece of litera- 
ture available with the remark “We 
know it’s Christian, but it doesn’t mat- 
ter!” 

One pathetic result of the rising cost 
of living is seen in the fact that the 
marrying age for girls is now again 
into the thirteen year olds. Many such 
girls have an intellectual belief in the 
truth of the Gospel but fear as yet to 
make an open stand. At the time of 
writing we know of only two converts 
and they, after having given much 
promise, are now in the bondage of 
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Seventh Day Adventism. Pray for 
their complete deliverance. 

Finally we reach Libya. There is 
but one center of Gospel activity in all 
of that country, and yet Libya was 
never more open to the Gospel than 
now. In a few months British admin- 
istration will give way to the new 
regime of an independent Moslem 
state, and then? 

We are convinced that we are enter- 
ing a new phase in Moslem work, 
“others have labored and ye have en- 
tered into their labors.” Consequently, 
we want for Islam a new vision. We 
have long been accustomed to thinking 
of work among Moslems as trench war- 
fare. We have expected neither ad- 
vance nor retreat, but today we must 
advance while the doors are wide open. 
We need a new prayer burden for Is- 
lam, in fact the evangelization of Islam 
depends first of all upon a revival of 
prayer. 

We need men and women who are 
so close to their Lord Jesus that ‘they 
too will “break through the hosts of 
the Philistines and draw water out of 
the well of Bethlehem.” “Say not ye 
there are just four months and then 
cometh the harvest, lift up your eyes 
and look on the fields for they are 
white already to harvest.” “Arise and 
let us be going.” 


— Fs 
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i Window on the Whrld 


The Vatican authorities recently released a series 
of photographs of the archaeological researches 
made beneath the crypt of St. Peter’s in Rome. The 
release was an attempt to point out that the bones 
of St. Peter had been discovered there in the great 
church. The most beautiful pictures were produced 
in an exclusive in Life, but that magazine, aware 
of its debt to facts, said no more than was to be 
found in the title, “The Search for the Bones of St. 
Peter.” They did not say that the bones had been 
found, and we may be sure that the bones of Peter 
will never be found in Rome. This does not mean 
that bones will not be found which will be called the 
bones of Peter. 

Peter, of course, was never in Rome. There is 
not the’slightest evidence that is worth the name of 
evidence that could link Peter with Rome. Paul 
wrote to a church in Rome that was already flourish- 
ing and well established, and whose faith was known 
throughout the Roman world (Rom. 1:8). And it 
was well agreed in Jerusalem, seventeen years after 
Paul’s conversion, that it would be he who should 
go to the Gentiles as Peter was definitely a mission- 
ary to the Jews (Gal. 2:8, 9). 

We must not forget that the tactics of Hitler were 
adapted from the age-old tactics of the Jesuits: tell 
a lie often enough anda lot of people will believe it, 
and the lie will have the force of truth. That has 
always been the strategy of Rome, and that is the 
strategy of Rome today. 

It seems a fact that the excavations have revealed 
that there was a pagan cemetery on Vatican Hill. 
Life points out that it has been “a basic tenet of the 
Catholic Church” that “the bones of St. Peter were 
buried about A.D. 66... in a pagan cemetery on 
Vatican Hill.” We may expect a great furore of 
publicity within the next few weeks, perhaps before 
this reaches the eye of the readers, to the effect that 
Peter’s bones have been found. The Roman church 
may time the announcement for Good Friday or 
Easter. It is a part of the whole nauseating circus 
of the Satanic parade. 

In August, 1950, the supreme nonsense will be 
announced, and we Propose to have the August 
number of ETERNITY in the hands of our readers by 
mid-J uly, announcing the Vatican plans for August, 
and giving the Biblical and historical proofs to 
counter the things which they shall say on August 
15th concerning the supposed assumption of the 
Virgin Mary. 


The Readers Digest for December, 1949 
contained a wise crack that illustrates 2 Tim- 
othy 3:2. Quoting Claude Callan in the Kan- 
sas City Times: “One of the first things a 
man nolices in a backward country is that the 
children are still obeying their parents.” 


As the months go by, we hope, the Lord willing, 
to publish under our heading TOMORROW, the 
Biblical basis for all of the positions which we take 
in these pages. It is a fact that all of our long-range 


It is in prayer that the power for work is obtained. 


readers know, and which the pages of our files 
abundantly testify, that during the past twenty years 
we have been far ahead of the great political events 
of our generation, and have pointed, months and 
years ahead of the happenings, and without any 
errors, at the direction in which world events would 
move. 

Holding that the old Roman Empire will be re- 
vived, and that almost everything else in Europe, 
Asia and Africa outside the bounds of that empire 
will be under the control of Russia, and that the 
Jews will dominate much of the Middle East, we 
have written here of Hitler’s rise, long before he 
came to power; of Franco’s success when he was 
head of a band of well-wishers in the country, of 
Russia’s success when she was being pushed back 
against the Dneiper; of China’s capitulation to the 
Reds at a time when Chiang was at the height of his 
power; of Japan’s dreams of world empire long be- 
fore Pearl Harbor; of Tito’s revolution and union 
with the West when he was still a satellite of Russia; 
of the defeat of Communism in Italy and France 
when the world was still frightened at the possibili- 
ty of the fall of these bastions of the west; of the 
destruction of Germany and her complete control by 
Russia at a time when Germany was at the height 
of her strength. 

We have on the record the announcement that 
the current of events will carry Russia into the 
possession of Persia and of all the oil lands of the 
Middle East; that Germany will come in its entirety 
—all zones up to the Rhine—under the hegemony 
of Russia; that Britain will turn away from social- 
ism and will slip into a strong government that will 
dominate its people, and the same for all of west- 
ern Europe that was once under the Caesars; that 
the Jews will continue to gain advantages in the 
lands of the Bible, far beyond the borders of Pales- 
tine. 

In line with this we can look for the defeat of the 
labor group in England and the return of the con- 
servatives, and something even stronger; the failure 
of Churchill’s scheme to arm Germany and get her 
on our side against Russia; the fall of the soviet 
government in Albania; the increasing conservatism 
of Tito or his successors in Yugoslavia. There may 
be events that seem like up-stream eddies near the 
shore of a great stream, moving against the current, 
but the main stream of the current flows in the 
channels which God has dug for history. 


To the missionary hospital in central Afri- 
ea a black patient was brought who was in 
need of an immediate surgical operation. He 
consented, but asked that word be sent to the 
local witch doctor to work a charm for him. 
A friend went out on this errand and the 
doctors operated. The operation was success- 
ful and the patient went out of the hospital 
and made an offering to the witch doctor for 
his charm. 

(Continued on page 35) 
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WALKING WITH GOD 


The Apostle Paul wrote in his sec- 
ond letter to Timothy: “This know 
also, that in the last days perilous 
times shall come” (2 Tim. 3:1). Our 
Lord also told His disciples that 
there would be distress of nations 
with perplexity (Lk. 21:25). 

No Christian surely will deny that 
we are living in perilous times. The 
world is in upheaval. It is divided 
into two camps, Communist and an- 
ti-Communist. Communism is ad- 
vancing rapidly, and the world is 
shaping up into the plan prophesied 
in the Word of God. 

China is to be under the Northern 
Wing (Russia) ; Western and South- 
ern Europe will be united in opposi- 
tion; and at the same time the Jew 
will return to his own land to make 
Jerusalem the center of future sor- 
row. Apostacy will increase in viru- 
lence, and even the love of Chris- 
tians will wax cold. Have we not 
entered into a very critical period? 
This is not only indicative of the 
possible early return of Christ, but 
it is also an impelling admonition 
so to live that we will not be 
ashamed before Him at His coming. 

Every Bible-loving Christian is 
aware that we can never know the 
Lord as we ought unless we spend 
much time over the Word of God 
and prayer. 

At a banquet in his honor, a noted 
actor was requested to recite. He 
asked those present to make a selec- 
tion. An old minister answered, “Sir, 
could you recite the 23rd Psalm?” A 
strange look came over the actor’s 
face and he replied, “I will, sir, on 
one condition; that you will also 
recite it when I have finished.” The 
surprised minister answered: “I am 
not an elocutionist, but if you wish 
it, I will.” The artist recited that 
Psalm and held the audience spell- 
bound. When he had finished a 
great burst of applause broke from 
the guests. 

After the applause had ceased, the 
old minister arose and reverently re- 
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cited the Psalm. The audience sat 
in silence. Not a ripple of applause, 
but those in the audience whose eyes 
were yet dry had their heads bowed. 
The great actor, with his hand on 
the shoulder of the old minister, his 
voice trembling, exclaimed: “I 
reached your ears my friends, but 
this man reached your hearts. I know 
the 23rd Psalm, but this man knows 
the Shepherd.” This is the secret of 
what we desire to reveal. 

The text given at the head of our 
article conveys an important truth. 
The Lord asks: “Can two walk to- 
gether, except they be agreed?” The 
Lord is not here referring to Israel’s 
uniting with idolatrous nations. He 
asks: “Can Israel and I walk together 
except we be agreed?” Putting our 
text into New Testament language, 
we ask: Is it not true that some 
Christians think that because they 
give up worldly things they are fully 
pleasing the Lord? He is not seeking 
that in this question. He asks how 
can you and He walk together ex- 
cept ye be agreed? In other words: 
How can I walk with a holy God if 
unholy? 

If I am not born again, I do not 
have the divine nature, therefore, I 
have not met the first condition of 
walking with God “for without faith 
it is impossible to please Him (Heb. 
11:6). We read that Enoch walked 
with God. This means that because 
there was no cloud between his soul 
and God, their fellowship could be 
unbroken. 

Abraham was called “The friend 
of God.” What was the secret of 
this close friendship? Do we not re- 
member that God had promised him 
a son by his wife Sarah, and that He 
would multiply his seed? And we 
read that he believed God and it 
was counted to him for righteous- 
ness. (Gen. 15:6). This is walking 
with God. 

What a host of heroes we read of 
in Hebrews 11, from Abel to the 
faithful. prophets of Israel. This 
chapter gives the account of men 


and women who fought against great - 


odds in critical periods, and who 
walked with God in spite of them. 
The secret of this faithful walk is 


Can two walk together, 
except they be agreed? 
Amos 3:3 


revealed: “These all having obtained 
a good report through faith received 
not the promise” (Heb. 11:39). 
Their faith was not in what they 
could handle, but it was the con- 
fidence of things they hoped for, and 
the conviction of things they could 
not yet see! 


The Christian today is in the 
midst of world crises, and he is be- 
coming greatly disturbed. What shall 
he do at this hour? Are his condi- 
tions equal in intensity to those of 
the heroes of the Old Testament? 
They trusted the Lord even if they 
could not see ahead. Cannot we 
trust Him when we know that the 
Lord may come at any moment; for 
the darkest part of the night is usu- 
ally just before the dawn. 

Annie Johnson Flint knew what 
it meant to walk with God when 
she wrote: 


Have you come to the Red Sea place in 
your life, 

Where in spite of alJ you can do, 

There is no way out, there is no way back, 

There is no other way but through? 


In spite of the trials that Moses 
had, he did not give up. The Lord 
said of him, “My servant Moses is 
faithful in_all mine house.” What 
does it mean to be faithful? Not sin- 
less perfection, but victory over sin. 

Why does God test men? These 
tests do not come from Satan as some 
aver; for Satan tempts and never 
tests, while God tests and never 
tempts. Every faithful Christian is 
tested. No man is worth while in his 
Christian life unless he has gone 
through‘the mill. 

When Hudson Taylor was a medi- 
cal student he went through terrific 
trials which equipped him for the 
task that God had committed to 
him. When I was a young man work- 
ing with Chinese in New Zealand, I 
had the privilege of taking this dear 
man of God in visitation of Chinese 
merchants in our city. When he be- 
gan to speak or pray one soon per- 


Where Christ places us we are to remain; where He sends us we are to go. 17 








ceived that he was in close fellow- 
ship with the Lord. 

Frances Ridley Havergal was a 
great sufferer; but when a friend said 
to her, “Frances, I do not know why 
God allows you to suffer so,” she in- 
stantly replied, “I look upon this in 
the light of Calvary.” 

When Bishop Burnet of London 
was visiting an old Christian in a 
garret, he was saddened in heart to 
see that the very sick woman was 
lying upon a hard mattress, with a 
wooden case as her table. On the 
table there was a broken cup with 
water in it and an old saucer on 
which was a dry crust. The bishop 
picked up the crust and said, “Sister, 
is this all that you have?” She took 
it out of his hand and said, “AH this 
and Jesus.” 

Is it not true that these refined 
souls never complain? The com- 
plainers are those who see them. 
The Lord states in Malachi, 3:3, that 
He will sit as a refiner and purifier 
of silver, and He will purify the sons 
of Levi. Why? “That they may offer 
unto the Lord an offering in right- 
eousness.” The purpose of this re- 
fining is not to punish, but to puri- 
fy. This is what the Lord is doing 
today, and this is the purpose of 
tests. 

In my boyhood days I often 
watched the silversmith work. The 
refiner gazes intently upon the silver 
over the furnace fire, so that it will 
not be burned. He carefully scoops 
off the dross, and waits until his 
image is clearly reflected—then the 
refining is finished. 

Our Lord allows tests to come, re- 
fining us until He can see His own 
image reflected in us. Then His work 
of testing is complete. Are you dis- 
couraged by tests? Remember He 
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says: “i will never leave thee, nor 
forsake thee,” (Heb. 13:5). The 
great purpose of all this is that I 
might walk in full fellowship with 
my Lord. 

A very dear friend of mine who 
always arranged my conferences in 
Plymouth, England, was called to go 
through the blitzkreig, and _ the 
family suffered many privations. 
Their house was partly wrecked and 
many of their possessions were de- 
stroyed. They were left with a por- 
tion of their home, and many of the 
windows were smashed. He told me 
in his last letter—for he died some 
time later—that though most of 
their possessions were gone, the Lord 
had so wonderfully protected them 
that they did not receive a scratch. 
Then he sent the following lines: 


No choice have we in what our God doth 
send, 

We trust Him fully, trust Him to the end. 

In every gift His loving hand we trace, 

In all His acts, His wisdom and His grace. 

No fretting fear can harm our spirits now, 

Beneath His perfect will we humbly bow. 


Their trials purified their lives and 
gave them great joy in their walk 
with God. The daughter of this 
friend sent the following message at 
Christmas 1949: 


How good is the God we adore, 

Our faithful, unchangeable friend, 
Whos> love is as great as His power, 

Who knows neither measure nor end. 
"Tis Jesus the first and the last, 

Whose spirit shall guide us safe home. 
We will praise Him for all that is past, 

And trust Him for all that’s to come. 


My friends, this is walking with 
God. So many are going through 
trials today; but oh! what a joy it is 
to know that He said, “Lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the end 
of the age.” 





When God tells us we are compassed about 
with a great cloud of witnesses (Heb. 12:1), 
we must not think that our departed loved 
ones are watching us, conscious of all our 
secrets and our failures. If that idea were 
he'd for one moment the next logical idea 
would be to pray to them. The cloud of wit- 
nesses is real, yet invisible. The boy from 
Kansas who joins the U. S. Marines pul!s him- 
self a little straighter when he walks out with 
h’s uniform for the first time. From the Halls 
of Montezuma to the shores of Tripoli the 
cloud of witnesses moves behind him. New 
names fill his memory—Guadalcanal, Saipan, 
Okinawa—and he knows he belongs to a 
splendid outfit. The Christian may be sneered 
at by the little minds and sinful hearts around 
him, but he holds himself straight. Abel is 
whispering in his ear, Enoch is walking before 
him, his Father Abraham is setting an example 
of faith, and he knows he marches to join 
that host. 





Sin is not in the act but in the device. 


Just to leave in His dear hands little things: 

All that we cannot understand, all that 
stings. 

Just to let Him take the care sorely press- 
ing; 

Finding all we let Him bear changed to 
blessing. 


It is certainly very encouraging to 
realize how good our God is to us. 


How Thou canst think so well of us 
And be the God Thou art, 
Is darkness to my intellect 
But sunshine to my heart. 


“Can two walk together, except 
they be agreed?” Can I really walk 
with God in my present condition of 
soul? Has not God the right to dic- 
tate the terms and conditions of 
companionship? The laws of purity 
and holiness as seen in the book of 
Leviticus were not a condition of 
membership in Israel, but were a 
consequence of it. 

One may answer, I must have 
some liberty. We reply, Yes! inside 
the will of God. Outside is license. 
What glorious liberty the child of 
God has in Christ. 

The question of our text is to the 
Christian, not to the outsider. One 
must first be born again before he 
can walk with God. Then when he 
is a Christian, his business is to fol- 
low our Lord’s instructions given 
through Paul: “I beseech you there- 
fore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is your reasonable serv- 
ice. And be not conformed to this 
world: but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and accept- 
able, and perfect, will of God” 
(Rom. 12:1-3). 

We should be like the shoe manu- 
facturer of whom a minister asked 
this question: “If you should put 
your life passion in one sentence, 
what would it be?” He smiled and 
said: “Come to my office, I have it 
on cardboard.” The next day the 
minister went, and there hanging up 
in his office, he saw it in six words: 
“God first. Family second. Shoes 
third.” This is really walking with 
God in agreement. What is your de- 
cision going to be? 

A man in one of our states lay 
dying, and weeping. A friend asked 
him why he wept, for he said, “You 
will soon be with your Lord.” 
“Yes!”, replied the dying man, “but 
I go alone. I have nothing to show 
that I loved Him.” 


(Continued on page 43) 
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SURE-FOOTED 


As a young man in Europe I did 
considerable mountain climbing, both 
in the Swiss Alps and in the more dan- 
gerous and difficult French Alps. Roped 
together with other young men I scaled 
many a peak, and my snapshot book 
records moments of difficulty and peril 
that would make me wish to restrain 
others if they ventured into similar 
places. 

The first time I went out with a 
young Swiss bank clerk and a young 
Frenchman, son of a pastor, they gave 
me sound advice. “You have two hands 
and two feet,” they said, “and that 
makes four. Always be sure that three 
out of the four are firmly on the rock. 
Ii is the only rule of safety.” 

It is also the rule of spiritual safety 
in our Christian life. David, in one of 
the Psalms, told of slipping feet. 
“Truly God is good to Israel,” he sings, 
“even to such as are of a clean heart. 
But as for me, my feet were almost 
gone; my steps had almost slipped” 
(Psa. 73:1, 2). 

The context shows that he had been 
looking at men and their circumstances. 
He saw the righteous suffering and the 
wicked flourishing and he could not 
understand. He was, in fact, dismayed. 
He had looked at men and their doings 
instead of looking at God. It is as dan- 
gerous to take your eyes from the Lord 
in spiritual things as it is to take your 
feet from the rock in mountain climb- 
ing. 

How did David have his balance re- 
stored? The secret is in the same 
Psalm. “When I thought to know this, 
it was too painful for me; until I went 
into the sanctuary of God; then un- 
derstood I their end” (v. 16, 17). To 
go into the sanctuary today means to 
go into the Word of God, there to stand 
on His declaration of the eternal pur- 
poses of the Divine will. It is there in 
the sanctuary of the ‘Word that our 
feet are on the rock and there is no 
slipping. 


* * * 


HANGMAN’S ACCOUNT 


One of the greatest promises made 
by the Lord was of a freedom that 
would be perfect. He did not say that 
whom He set free should be half free. 
But He did say, “If the Son therefore 
shall make you free, ye shall be free 
indeed” (John 8:36). The Devil al- 
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ways likes to make Christians forget 
that great fact. He comes to the Chris- 
tian and tries to make him believe that 
there is still some mortgage on him 
and that there is no use trying to live 
a life that is yielded to the Lord. 

There is a great illustration of this 
in a recent anecdote published in Col- 
lier’s. We read that one of the most 
ridiculous documents on record was 
sent to Sir Anthony Panizzi (1797- 
1879), once the librarian of the Brit- 
ish Museum. In 1821 he was sentenced 
to death for taking part in a revolu- 
tionary plot against his native duchy 
in Italy. But on the eve of his execu- 
tion Panzzi escaped from prison and 
fled to England. Soon afterward he 
received a letter from government 
oficials back home, demanding that he 
repay them for two expenditures for 
which he was responsible. One was the 
cost of erecting the gallows to be used 
for his hanging. The other was the 
fee promised and paid to the hangman 
who was to have hung him. 

But even more ridiculous than such 
claims are those that Satan would 
make on us because we were once his 
children. He wants us to continue to 
to support him and his causes and 
will offer every subterfuge possible to 
play upon our emotions, our minds, 
our hearts, to attempt to woo us from 
the life of our new country. When we 
have fled from wrath to life eternal, we 
need never worry about paying the 
hangman’s fees in the country of wrath. 
“If the Son therefore shall make you 
free, ye shall be free indeed.” 


* * * 


GLORY VS. glory 


There is no extent of folly to which 
men will not go in order to avoid ac- 
knowledging God and thus putting 
themselves in the place where they ac- 
cept His authority and their responsi- 
bility to Him. 

In his recent book, An Almanach 
for Moderns, Donald Culrose Peattie 
gives us a good illustration of this 
flatulent folly. “A thing is either alive 
or it isn’t”; he says, “there is nothing 
that is almost alive.” And to this we 
will agree. But then: “There is but 
the remotest possibility of the origin 
of life by spontaneous generation, and 
every likelihood that Arrhenius is 
right when he dares to claim that life 
is a cosmic phenomenon, something 
that drifts between the spheres, like 


light, and like light transiently de- 
scends upon those fit to receive it.” 

Translate that into naked truth and 
it comes out: There is only a chance 
in a billion that life started without 
anything to start it, so we are forced 
to believe that it just drifts through the 
universe . . . And then there is folly, 
for he says that life comes to those 
that are fit to receive it. But were they 
alive before they got life? Or how 
did their fitness to receive life arise 
when they were not yet recipients of 
life? Was it a fitness of death? Or a 
fitness of not-being? At all events it 
makes a man pretty proud to say, “Life 
drifted in on me from out in the 
spheres because something that didn’t 
start found that I was fit to receive it.” 
And when we ask: Where was this “I” 
of yours that was so fit? the folly be- 
comes more manifest. 

After a paragraph that tells us that 
life must be like energy that cannot be 
analyzed or comprehended but only 
measured in science and depicted in 
art, Mr. Peattie concludes, “Life, too, 
is an ineffable, like thought. It is the 
glory of the earth.” 

There is of course the total negation 
of God, Christ and the Spirit of life. 
“In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God and the Word 
was God. . . In Him was life. . .” (John 
1:1-4). Mr. Peattie’s little “life” is 
the “glory of earth.” The true life is 
Christ, the GLORY of Heaven. All we 
can do is let GLORY answer glory. 
And the answer is: “And ye will not 
come to Me, that ye might have life” 
(John 5:40). 

* * * 


THIRST AND PSYCHIATRY 


Many people are concerned because 
so many, including professing Chris- 
tians, are developing neuroses and psy- 
choses. We believe that we have part 
of the answer in a letter from a sub- 
scriber whom we have known for sev- 
eral years. The woman who writes the 
letter is in her twenties, and is not only 
a professing Christian, but for three or 
four years gained her livelihood in 
Christian work, supposedly leading 
young people to Christ, or supervising 
their spiritual development. And we 
believe that she did a pretty good job 
at her work, when the job is consid- 
ered from the point of view of keeping 
the young people interested in the 
Church, and even pointing some of 
them in the direction which caused 
them to find Christ and grow in Him. 

But events connected with the dis- 
ruption of the war struck into her life, 
and her condition might be described 
by a horticulturalist as the shocked 
suspension that comes to a tree when 
it is uprooted and planted in another 
soil. At times such trees die, at times 
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they are sickly for a year or two be- 
fore flourishing. At the best this young 
woman is in the sickly period. 

In a létter to a friend she writes, “I 
am so glad that you have found a new 
relationship with Christ. Deep down 
in, I still really desire just that. But I 
am so far from it that it is discourag- 
ing. How much I need something out- 
side myself. I realize it. A person who 
is absorbed only in his little world, 
and his own little ideas, and his own 
little everything, is not good for any- 
thing. That is the kind of a person I 
have become. And I hate it. I used to 
be interested in people and what they 
thought about, and what they believed 
in. Now my, own little life is my only 
care. How desperately I hate that. 
It’s a strange situation. Almost like 
bitterness, when I let myself give in to 
it. Mostly, however, I don’t even think 
about it. I just go my selfish way, 
working toward my own happiness and 
knowing I’m on the wrong road all the 
while. Frustrating thought.” 

Yes, frustrating, and from the point 
of view of the mind and nerves it is a 
dangerous thought. Such a situation 
can lead to the psychiatrist. For while 
it is true that she is going her own way 
she is not far from the right way. For 
what does the Word of God say? “The 
Word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, 
and in thy heart: that is, the Word of 
faith, which we preach” (Rom. 10:8). 
There is one failure and one failure 
only; the failure to let go and surren- 
der the entire life to the Word of God. 

If one will not surrender to the 
Lord, he is likely to find himself lying 
on a psychiatrist’s couch and hearing 
a soothing voice say, “Now relax and 
try to surrender your mind to me. Just 
let yourself go and talk . . .” The right 
talking to the Lord now will save you 
a lot of time in the future. And the 
Lord doesn’t charge ten dollars a sit- 
ting, either. 
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CHURCH UNITY 


“God wills the unity of His church 
and we must be obedient to Him.” 
These words are from the report of 
the Amsterdam World Conference on 
“The Universal Church in God’s De- 
sign.” Do we, as students of the Word 
of God, dare to say that such a finding 
is not Biblical? 

Exponents of the Amsterdam party 
line point out that these words repre- 
sent a consensus reached by delegates 
from a’ hundred and thirty-five non- 
Roman denominations in forty-four 
countries. Yet we dare to say that the 
consensus is wrong and the statement 
is not Biblical. 

The World Assembly went on to say 
“Notwithstanding our divisions, we 


20 


are one in Jesus Christ.” The group 
went on to say that they “seek the solu- 
tion of disagreements.” They further 
said, “We continually learn from our 
fellow Christians. . . . Although we 
cannot fully meet, our Lord will not 
allow us to turn away from one an- 
other. . . . The body of Christ is a 
unity. . . . There is but one Lord and 
one body. Therefore we cannot rest 
content with our present divisions. Be- 
fore God, we are responsible for one 
another.” 

The Biblical error in the position is 
the concept that the organizations are 
the body of Christ, instead of realizing 
that the organism, the true church of 
Jesus Christ, the invisible church, is 
the real body. That invisible church is 
already one. It needs no Amsterdam 
to rubber-stamp that which the Holy 
Spirit did when He called the individ- 
ual members out of darkness and into 
light. The agreements between those 


.who have been truly born again are 


spiritual, the disagreements really do 
not matter. 

In the first sentence we have quoted 
the error lies in equating the unity of 
the organization and the unity of the 
organism. God has long since achieved 
the unity of the organism, and we must 
be obedient to Him in loving our 
brethren. But God even goes so far as 
to say that He does not will the unity 
of the organism. There must be divi- 
sions (Greek, sects) among you, “that 
they which are approved may be made 
manifest among you” (1 Cor. 11:19). 
This is the categorical statement of the 
Holy Spirit. Let us not be concerned 
about the fever of the liberals to get 
everybody in one fold. The Greek of 
John 10:16 says that there shall be one 
flock and one Shepherd. There is no 
statement by God that there shall be or 
should be one fold.. When men try to 
get all the animals in one fold they 
have a zoo and not the church. The 
true flock is one flock, known to the 
true Shepherd. We need not be con- 
cerned about the fact that the true 
sheep are in many folds. “The founda- 
tion of God standeth sure, having this 
seal, The Lord knoweth them that are 
His” (2 Tim. 2:19). 
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EDUCATED MAN 

I recently ran across a typed state- 
ment under the glass top of the desk 
of a student, which bore the title 
“Marks of an Educated Man.” I copy 
them in order to dissent from them. 

“1) He cultivates an open mind; 
2) He alwavs listens to the one who 
knows; 3) He never laughs at new 
ideas; 4) He knows the secret of get- 
ting along with people; 5) He culti- 
vates the habit of success; 6) He links 
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himself with a just cause; 7) He knows 
it is never too late to learn; 8) You 
can’t sell him magic.” 

Obviously there are some points in 
the list that are good, but that the list 
summarizes an educated man is ques- 
tionable. There probably are many 
men who could be described by these 
eight phrases who are, nevertheless, 
not educated. For example, it would 
be possible for a homespun sage to 
have all of these but be uneducated 
because he had never had the oppor- 
tunity of being aware of the world of 
books. It would also be possible for a 
man to go to college, work in a library, 
and be an ignoramus. 

There are some divine statements 
that are pertinent. 1) “The fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom” 
(Psa. 111:10). This, of course, does 
not mean the fright of the Lord, but 
the godly desire to please Him and be 
submitted to Him. Such a man will 
have the breadth of the Word of God 
without having the shallowness which 
so often goes with the broad and 
open-minded men of the world. 

2) If any man lack wisdom, let him 
ask of God who giveth to all men lib- 
erally (Jas. 1:5). The important part 
of this inspired statement is not merely 
that we must pray for wisdom but that 
we lack it so that we will be willing to 
pray for it. 3) “Prove all things; hold 
fast that which is good” (1 Thes. 5: 
21). The frame of reference is the 
Word of God. 

4) A man who would have friends 
must show himself friendly (Prov. 18: 
24). The Christian with the love of 
Christ within him will naturally love 
his fellowmen. 5) Cultivate the habit 
of surrender to the truth. “If ye con- 
tinue in My Word, then are ye My 
disciples indeed; and ye shall know 
the truth, and the truth shall make you 
free” (John 8:31, 32). 6) The be- 
liever is linked to the Lord, which is 
more than being linked to a cause. 7) 
The path of the just is as a shining 
light that shineth more and more to 
the perfect day (Prov. 4:18). We shall 
learn through all eternity (John 17:3). 
8) Spiritual discernment from God 
will keep us from accepting the coun- 
terfeits which Satan and men try to 
pass on us. 

It can be seen that we have revised 
the eight concepts stated above. It is 
the leading forth of the soul and spirit 
as well as the intellect which consti- 
tutes the true education. Men may 
make their definitions and call them- 
selves educated under their definitions, 
but in the wisdom of God, the world by 
wisdom knows not God (1 Cor. 1:2). 
And can any man be considered to be 
educated in reality when he does not 
have any knowledge of omniscience? 
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YESTERDAY'S BOOKS 


with a message for today 


The scriptural knowledge and schol- 
arship of a Scottish minister are seen 
in the “Self-Interpreting Bible” pub- 
lished by John Brown, Minister of 
Haddington, in 1778, and frequently 
re-edited. John Brown was the son of 
a weaver and was born in 1722. He 
lost both parents soon after he was 
eleven and passed as a child through 
severe illnesses which turned his 
thoughts to God. It seems to have been 
in 1741 that he was truly converted. 
He had gigantic intellectual powers 
and in later life was familiar with 
many languages. He fought on the 
government side in the rebellion of 
1745, became a peddler, then a school- 
master and was finally called to be 
Minister of Haddington in 1750. 

“The Self-Interpreting Bible” is a 
compendium of knowledge of all sorts, 
and was so popular and widely read 
that its author is even mentioned be- 
side Bunyan in a poem of John Burns. 
Let us look at the author’s note on 
Micah 5. “Notwithstanding the Chal- 
deans, or others, who assemble them- 
selves to destroy the cities and afflict 
the rulers of Judah, the Messiah, who 
was, from eternity, begotten by the 
Father, and constituted the covenant 
head of an elect world, shall in due 
time, be born in the small city of Beth- 
lehem Judah, to be the great Ruler 
and Governor of the church. Never- 
theless, the calamities of the Jewish na- 
tion shall be often repeated, till He 
be born of the virgin, and multitudes 
of Gentile converts flow together un- 


to Him. Then, to His own and His, 


Father’s honor He shall, in the most 
powerful manner, gather and govern, 
establish and perfect His gospel 
church. His Kingdom shall be ex- 
tended, and His honor advanced over 
the world. And not only shall He pro- 
tect Jerusalem from the Assvrian in- 
vaders, but in every age, shall defend 
His church from heathen, anti-Chris- 
tian, or Mahometan enemies; and, by 
proper instruments in church or state, 
shall punish them with a fearful de- 
struction. And as, at the return from 
Babylon, and their present dispersion, 
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the Jews shall be exceedingly blessed, 
and emboldened by God and made a 
blessing to multitudes around them, 
and a terror to their oppressors, so 
shall their preachers in the apostolic 
and millennial periods, be remarkably 
useful in converting the Gentiles to 
Christ, but a terrible curse, and means 
of destruction to their opposers.” _ 


Among the reflections upon Acts 20, 
the author says: “Infinite is the im- 
portance of the ministerial work. With 
deep humility, earnest care, holy fear, 
self-denial, and candid fidelity, all the 
duties of it ought te be performed. The 
truths, the honor, of Jesus Christ, and 
the salvation of immortal souls are all 
at stake. And both ministers and peo- 
ple have need to be recommended to 
the grace of God, that he may increase 
their gifts, graces, and success, and at 
last grant them a free admission to 
the state of perfect holiness and hap- 
piness above.” 

Finally these are the closing sen- 
tences of the author’s reflections upon 
1 Thess. 4: “Thrice blessed is that 
people whose God is the Lord! In 
death they sleep in Jesus’ bosom; in 
the resurrection they appear with Him 
in glory; and through eternity they 
shall see His face, and sit with Him on 
His throne.” 


In 1849 John Lonsdale, D.D., Bish- 
Christ died that YOU might live. 


op of Lichfield and W. H. Hale, M.A., 
Archdeacon of London, issued together 
“The Four Gospels with Annotations.” 
Bishop Lonsdale, a Yorkshireman, was 
considered the best Latin scholar of 
his day. It was said that he wrote the 
best Latin prose since the golden age 
of classical literature. As a bishop he 
is said to have been “a perfect model 
of justice, kindness and humility.” 

Here are some of the notes. That 
on Matthew 27:51 is as follows: “The 
veil, or curtain, which, first in the tab- 
ernacle, and afterwards in the temple, 
separated the Holy Place from the 
Holy of Holies. See Exod. 26:31-37. 
2 Chron. 3:14. It is called in Heb. 9:3, 
‘the second veil,’ to distinguish it from 
a curtain, which, as we have learnt 
from Josephus, was hung at the en- 
trance of the Holy Place. We learn 
from Heb. 9:24 that the Holy of Holies 
was a type of Heaven. The miraculous 
rending of the veil which closed the 
entrance into the Holy of Holies, ap- 
pears to have betokened the entering 
of Christ our high Priest into the pres- 
ence of God, to make atonement for 
sin by His own blood, and thereby 
open a way into Heaven for all be- 
lievers. See Heb. 9:7-12, 24-26; 10: 
12-14, 19-22.” 

The note on Matthew 20:28 sup- 
plies proof oi the fact that in the mid- 
nineteenth century no shadow of doubt 
upon fundamental Christian doctrine 
had been cast among those who pro- 
fessed Christianity. Our authors, who 
would not have identified themselves 
with Evangelicals write the following: 
“The word here translated ‘ransom,’ 
means ‘the price paid for redemption 
from captivity or death.” The word 
translated ‘for,’ properly means ‘in- 
stead of.’ We have here, therefore, an 
express declaration from the mouth of 
the Lord Himself, that He came into the 
world to give His life as the price of 
our redemption from death; to die in 
our stead, that He might thereby pur- 
chase for us eternal life. Compare 
chap. 26:28; Luke 22:19, 20; John 1: 
29) 6:51, 11:50-53.” 

The note is an example of sound 
doctrine and good scholarship. Few 
bishops of the Church of England 
would subscribe to it today. Can we 
wonder that Christians. were strongly 
built up in the days of our grand- 
fathers? 

(Continued on page 37) 
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Living Epistles 


By CHARLES SIMEON 


Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known and 
read of all men: forasmuch as ye are manifestly de- 
clared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, 
written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living 
God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the 
heart (2 Cor. 3:2, 3). 


Christians are epistles of Christ, written for the in- 
struction of the whole world. Epistles from man to 
man, such as were those which the false teachers carried 
with them as letters of recommendation from Church 
to Church, were written with ink; but Christ’s epistles 
are written with the Spirit of the living God; and not, 
as the law of the ten commandments was, in tables of 
stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart; to which God 
alone can have access, and on which God alone can 
make any valuable impressions. Ministers indeed are 
used by him as instruments, as the Word also is; but 
these can affect no more than a pen or ink can without 
the hand of a writer: Paul may plant, and Apollos may 
water; but it is God alone who can give the increase. 

By these epistles the Lord Jesus Christ teaches men 
what is that change that must be wrought on every 
child of man. Christians once walked after the course 
of this world, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of 
the mind, and were children of wrath, even as others 
(Eph. 2:2, 3). But a great change has been wrought 
in them: they have been “turned from darkness unto 
light, and from the power of Satan unto God.” They 
are become “new creatures:” their views, their desires, 
their pursuits, are all new. 

The change that has taken place in them is not un- 
like that of a river, which, from flowing rapidly towards 
the ocean, is arrested in its course, and made by the 
refluent tide to return with equal rapidity towards the 
fountainhead. Thus are these turned “in the spirit of 
their minds,” the whole bent of which was formerly 
after the things of time and sense, but is now directed 
to the service of the living God (1 Thess. 1:9). 

These being still in the world, though not of it, are 
living instructors to all around them: they are epistles 
“known and read of all men.” From the Scriptures men 
will turn their eyes; but from these epistles then can- 
not: they are constrained to see the truths recorded in 
them: and, however they may hate the change which 
they behold, they are compelled to acknowledge it: and 
they are admonished by it, that, without such a change, 
they themselves can never be partakers of the kingdom 
of Heaven. In a word, by every true convert, Christ 
speaks to all, as once he did to Nicodemus, “Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, except a man be born again, he 
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cannot see the kingdom of God (John 3:3) .” 

However the followers of Christ may differ from each 
other in minor points, they all agree in founding their 
hopes of salvation entirely on His atoning blood, and 
on the effectual operation of His Spirit within them: 
the declaration of every one amongst them is, “Surely 
in the Lord, and in Him alone, have I righteousness 
and strength (Isa. 45:24) .” 

These things then does the Lord Jesus Christ pro- 
claim to the world by them. By them He says, “I am the 
way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by Me.” “There is no other name but 
Mine given under Heaven whereby men may be saved;” 
“nor is there any other foundation whereon any man 
can build” his hopes. And, as they look to Me for 
their acceptance with God, so must they also do for the 
gift of My Spirit, who alone can begin, or carry on, or 
perfect, a work of grace in their souls. It is in reality 
this testimony which so offends the world. 

If they were taught to rely on their own merits, or to 
depend on their own arm, they would extol the persons 
who thus distinguished themselves by their superior at- 
tainments in holiness: but, when they are told that all 
their hope must be in the righteousness of another, and 
in strength communicated from above, they pour con- 
tempt upon it all as foolishness. Nevertheless such are 
the lessons which Christians teach to all around them; 
and such are the instructions which Christ conveys by 
them to a benighted world. 

Whilst they thus speak from Christ they give us just 
occasion also to notice, the honor they reflect on the 
Gospel of Christ. 

They are all not merely epistles from Christ, but wit- 
nesses also for Him. As the Jews were witnesses for God 
to all nations of the earth, since no other god could 
ever have effected what He had wrought for them, and 
as all the persons whom Jesus healed were witnesses for 
Him as the true Messiah, so are all true converts wit- 
nesses, of the truth of the Gospel. 


What other system ever wrought as that has done? 
Look at ali the means which men have devised for ob- 


. taining reconciliation with God, and see if they have 


ever operated so powerfully, and so beneficially, on the 
souls of those who have embraced them, as has the sim- 
ple doctrine of the cross? No: by no other doctrine did 
God ever work, nor by any other doctrine will He ever 
work, for the sanctification and salvation of a ruined 
world. 

Go to any place under Heaven where Christ is not 
exalted as the only Saviour of the world, or where the 
Spirit of the living God is not honored as the only 
source of all real holiness of heart and life, and see what 
the state is of those who are so taught: will there be 
found among them any work like that on the day of 
Pentecost? Will the world preached there be quick, and 
powerful, and sharper than a two-edged sword? Will 
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“the weapons used there be found mighty to pull down 
the strongholds” of sin and Satan, and to “bring men’s 
thoughts into captivity to the obedience of Christ?” No: 
God does not, and will not, work by any thing but a 
simple exhibition of Christ crucified. 

It is the Gospel only that is “the rod of His strength,” 
or that will ever prove “the power of God to the sal- 
vation of the soul.” But where that is preached, these 
effects are wrought; multitudes are “brought out of 
darkness into marvelous light,” and are enabled to 
show by their works the reality of their faith; and thus 
they give undoubted evidence, that the Gospel which is 
ministered unto them is the true Gospel. As Christ 
said of the people whom He had healed, “The 
works that I do, the same bear witness of Me,” so may 
we say of these persons, that they are “seals,” whereby 
God Himself attests the mission of His servants, and 
the truth of the doctrine which they deliver. 


It is not a mere external change which the Gospel 
effects, but a change of the whole soul, from sin and sor- 
row to holiness and joy. The “peace” which it intro- 
duces into the troubled mind, “passeth all understand- 
ing:” and the “joy” to which it elevates the repenting 
sinner, is “unspeakable and glorified.” In respect of 
sanctification, it does not produce absolute perfection; 
for “there is not a man on earth that liveth and sinneth 
not;” but it transforms the soul in a very wonderful 
manner, and changes it progressively, if not perfectly, 
“into the very image of God, in righteousness and true 
holiness.” In short, it brings the Lord Jesus Christ and 
the believer into so near an union with each other, that 
they are one body, and “one spirit,” partakers of the 
same blessings in this world, and heirs of the same 
glory in the world to come. 

What other doctrine ever did, or can, effect such a 
change as this? Not even God’s law, which he wrote in 
tables of stone, could operate to such an extent as this: 
the Gospel alone is competent to such a task: as St. 
Paul has said; ‘“‘What the law could not do, in that it 
was weak through the flesh, God sending His own Son 
in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, did; that is, 
He condemned sin in the flesh; that the righteousness of 
the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the 
flesh but after the Spirit.” 

Moreover, it is not on those only who are of a better 
and more pliant frame of mind, that the Gospel thus 
operates, but on the vilest of the human race; as indis- 
putably appeared in the Corinthian Church (Cor. 6:9- 
11). 


The instances too of such efficacy are not rare, but 
frequent. On one day were three thousand such con- 
verts made; and in every age from that period to the 
present has the same power been exerted to change the 
lion to a lamb, and “a desert to the garden of the 
Lord.” Such converts “shine as lights in a dark world,” 
and, by “holding forth the world of life” as epistles 
from Christ, they show that “the minister has not run 
in vain, nor labored in vain (Phil. 2, 15) .” 

Seek to have the mind of Christ more fully inscribed 
upon your hearts. 

Beloved brethren, let not a day pass without your 
having some divine lesson written more clearly and 
more legibly upon your souls. Bring your hearts daily 
to the Lord Jesus Christ, and present them as a tablet 
to Him, that He may write upon them something which 
they have not hitherto contained. And when you come 
up to the house of God, come, not to gratify curiosity, 
or to perform a duty merely, but to spread your hearts 
again before the Lord, that, by the instrumentality of 
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His minister, and the operation of His Word and Spirit, 
He may inscribe on them some further lesson, which 
shall attract the notice of an ungodly world, and con- 
— them to acknowledge that God is with you of a 
truth. 

If there be a blot upon your hearts, entreat Him to 
erase it: and whatever is but indistinctly written, en- 
treat Him to trace it over again and again, till it shall 
appear in characters worthy of the Divine Author, and 
convey to all who behold it a decisive proof of its 
divine original. And, at the close of every day, examine 
the contents of the epistle, to see what progress has been 
made, and what yet remains to be added for its perfec- 
tion. 

Nor ever forget by whom the characters must be in- 
scribed: it is “by the Spirit of the living God,” and by 
the Lord Jesus Christ through Him. If you look to any 
other quarter, you will be disappointed: but, if you go 
to Christ for the gift of His Spirit, and desire really to 
have His whole mind and will written upon your 
hearts, it shall be done; till you are “changed into His 
image from glory to glory by the Spirit of our God.” 

Endeavor to exhibit the whole mind of Christ to a 
careless and ungodly world. Let there not be seen in 
you those tempers and dispositions which dishonor the 
Christian profession, and make the Gospel a stumbling- 
block to the world. In too many professors of religion 
there is little seen but pride, and forwardness, and self- 
confidence, and loquacity, and uncharitableness, and a 
disputatious temper, and a party spirit. But are these 
the characters inscribed by Christ? No: but by that 
wicked one, who counterfeits the hand of Christ, on 
purpose to bring Him and His Gospel into general con- 
tempt. Whatever there is of such dispositions within 
you, get them obliterated without delay; and all the 
graces of humility, and meekness, and love, inscribed 
in their place. People will judge of our ministry by 
the lives of those who attend it; and will impute to our 
doctrines every evil which they can find in you. This 
is unreasonable indeed: but they will do so; and we 
cannot prevent it; and if they see in you what is odious, 
they will represent it as the necessary fruit of the sys- 
tem you profess. 

Take care then that “the way of truth be not evil 
spoken of through you.” Endeavor rather so to “make 
your light shine before men, that all who behold it 
may glorify your Father which is in Heaven:” yea, “let 
it shine brighter and brighter unto the perfect day.” 





The glory of June 4, 1942, date of 
the victorious battle of Midway and 
the destruction of Japanese hopes at 
sea, is one of the great dates of 
American history, but one which was 
obscured by the immediate publicity 
fight between the army and the navy 
over who had done the more in the 
battle. The fourth volume of Mori- 
son's History of U. S. Naval Opera- 
tions in World War Il, sets the day 
in its proper perspective as "a day 
which has been wandering through 
time looking for its Homer." So is 
the day of regeneration in the life of 
every believer. We may sing 
Happy day! Happy day! when 
Jesus washed my sins away, 

but where we should be Homers writ- 
ing our living epistle that is known 
and read of all men (2 Cor. 3:2), 
too often we are pulp scribblers living a muddy track instead of a 
sursendered epic. Let us surrender that He may write glory in our 
lives. 


~ 








When you are saved you are a missionary. 23 
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ADAM . . . WHERE ART THOU? (3:9) 


God first called man when man was 
running away, and the Lord has been 
calling man ever since. “The Son of Man 
is come to seek and to save that which 
was lost” (Lk. 19:10). Man runs away 
from God and thinks he has outdistanced 
Him. He turns back to look upon his 
path and then hears the Lord at his 
other side saying, “My child, I came by a 
short cut to wait for thee here.” The 
running sinner can never escape the pur- 
suit of love. Shall He who made man’s 
feet not catch up with him? He calls for 
the sinner to come to salvation and He 
calls for the believer to furnish worship 
in Spirit and in truth. “The Father seek- 
eth such to worship Him” (John 4:23) . 
Wherever you stand the Lord wants you, 
LORD, FIND ME. 


May 2 
1 WAS AFRAID... AND I 
HID MYSELF (3:10) 
How far sin had carried man in the 


fall is seen by this. The sinner that would 
have loved to meet the Father in the cool 


of the day is afraid and hides himself 
when sin comes in to separate. Nothing 


in this world separates like sin. And the 
separation is all from the side of man. 
The poet has well shown this when he 
has sung, “Oh, may no earthborn cloud 
arose; To hide Thee from Thy servant’s 
eyes.” The clouds do not come from 
Heaven, they arise as the perspiration of 
the earth. Above them is the clear view 
through all of space to the Heavens. If 
we sin and run away, we have wrapped 
clouds around ourselves that will not 
keep God from seeing us but which will 
keep us. from seeing God. Our sin does 
not affect His eyes, except to make Him 
weep. But our sin dims our vision and 
clouds our heart so that ye become afraid 
of love! 

LORD, STILL MY FEARS. 


WHO TOLD THEE THAT THOU 
WAST NAKED? (3:11) 


The birth of conscience followed the 
entrance of sin. Satan had promised 
them that they would be as gods, know- 
ing good and evil. But now they know 
the evil, and the sense of it arises out of 
man’s own lost estate. Because of the 
truth of God written on the conscience 
God says, “Therefore, thou art inexcusa- 
ble, O man” (Rom. 2:1). Out of our 
own hearts arises the witness that God is 


24 Doubt flies when we oppose the witness within to the questions from without. 


true and that we have forsaken Him by 
nature. We have within us that which 
has the power to tell us tht we are naked 
but which does not have the power to 
clothe us. But when the voice of God 
comes calling our name and when He 
stirs up the conscience it is because He 
wishes to arouse us to the sense of our 
need so that we shall turn to Him. God 
never plows a field He does not intend 
to plant. 

LORD, QUICKEN MY CONSCIENCE. 
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THE WOMAN WHOM THOU 
GAVEST TO BE WITH ME (3:12) 


How low sin brought man is revealed 
in his first excuse. He is willing to hide 
behind the tenderest gift of God and to 
throw blame from his own shoulders to 
those of the weaker vessel. Adam’s sin 
was far worse than that of the woman 
for she thought she had been doing the 
right thing—she was improving the lot 
of her husband by yielding. But man 
sinned in wilful rebellion (1 Tim. 2:14). 
She had been given as a help, fit for him. 
She had become the channel but never 
the cause of his fall. Emphasize the word 
Thou and you will see heart of Adam’s 
accusation. It is not against the woman, 
it is against God. “If you had created 
another type of wife for me, I. . .” But 
it was a lie. If the wife is cherished in 
the love of God and in prayer there can 
be nothing but blessing. 

LORD, ALL THY GIFTS ARE GOOD. 
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WHAT IS THIS THAT THOU 


HAST DONE? (3:13) 


God did not discuss the matter with 
the man who had put up such a flimsy 
excuse. But He now demands an account- 
ing of the woman. She is part of the fall 
as much as the man. Sin ig ignorance is 
nevertheless sin. Her shame is as great 
as that of Adam. He had sought to 
blame her and God, she seeks to blame 
the serpent. The fall brought with it 
what is now an instinct to get out from 
under the blame. Put it anywhere. Even 
be ridiculous in placing it. But there is 
no place for man to hide except where 
God has provided a hiding place. “The 
hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies” 
(Isa. 28:17) . 

LORD, GIVE US THY HIDING PLACE. 


DUST SHALT THOU EAT (3:14) 


The serpent, which had evidently been 
upright, and with the gift of human 


DAILY 
> MEDITATIONS 


DoNALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


speech, suddenly hears the doom of judg- 
ment. Because it had become the channel 


* of Satan’s offices it became a loathsome, 


crawling reptile. God was, of course, 
speaking also to Satan through the ser- 
pent, as the next verse shows, and here 
is the real meaning of the fact that dust 
is the serpent’s meat and shall be, even 
in the restored kingdom (Isa. 65:25). To 
eat dust, is to know defeat, and that is 
God’s prophecy upon the enemy. He will 
always reach for his desires and fall just 
short of them. There will be aspiration 
without end, but never any attainment. 
It is magnificent to know this about the 
enemy of our souls, for we deal with the 
God that spoke this Word, and who must 
bring it to pass. 

LORD, DELIVER US FROM THE EVIL ONE. 
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1 WILL PUT ENMITY BETWEEN 
THEE AND THE WOMAN (3:15) 


It was God who created the hatred that 
exists between Satan and humanity. It is 
a good thing, for were we to become 
friends and followers of Satan there 
would be some victory for him. But he 
does not want the good of the race and 
the race does not want his good. Each, 
in fact, selfishly desires his own good. 
Therefore there can never be any com- 
munity of interest to bring a coalition 
between man and Satan. A few may be- 
come the children of the Devil, but the 
majority are incurably addicted to the 
love of their own interests. This is one 
of the reasons why Satan can never tri- 
umph. Our victory is sure because the 
God who put enmity between Satan and 
us has come in Christ and put love be- 
tween us and Him. 

LORD, KEEP US IN CHRIST. 
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HER SEED (3:15) 


Here is the first definite mention of 
the Lord Jesus Christ in His character as 
the. Saviour of mankind. On the first 
pages of the Book we thus find the an- 
nouncement of His coming and a fore- 
shadowing of the fact that He was to be 
the seed of the woman. Here is the first 
teaching of the doctrine of the Virgin 
Birth of our Lord. The word “seed” is 
found many times in the book of Genesis 
and is one of the keys to the book. In 
the New Testament the Holy Spirit tells 
us that the word is in the singular be- 
cause it refers to the Lord Jesus Christ 
(Gal. 3:16). The hatred that would be 
agains the woman would also be against 
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her greatest Son, the Lord Jesus. The 
highway of the cross begins here. 

LORD, WE THANK THEE THAT THOU 
DIDST COME SO LOW. 
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HE SHALL BRUISE THY HEAD (3:15) 


The power of Satan is to be crushed. 
He may rage for centuries but his doom 
is sure. The Lord God has promised to 
make an end of him and will even bruise 
him under our feet shortly (Rom. 16:20) . 
When the Lord hung on the cross there 
was not only redemption provided for 
sinners and vindication for the righteous- 
ness of the Lord God of Hosts, but there 
was also defeat secured for Satan. The 
cross made a show of him openly, and 
the Lord triumphed over Satan in the 
hour of death, since it by the cross 
that he is overcome entirely (Col. 2:14, 
15). The prophecy was made, and at the 
cross the groundwork of its execution 
was manifest. It is just a question of 
time, now, waiting for God’s moment to 
bring all to fulfillment. 


LORD, USE OUR FEET TO BRUISE SATAN 
STILL FURTHER. 


May 10 
THOU SHALT BRUISE HIS HEEL (3:15) 


Here is set forth the death of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. We cannot know whether 
Adam and Eve had any real knowledge 
of the fact that the feet of the Saviour 
would be pressed, literally, against the 
cross. But where Satan bruised Him 
physically the Lord God did the mightier 
bruising, for “It pleased the Lord to 
bruise Him; He hath put Him to grief” 
(Isa. 53:10). It was the Father who put 
the Son to death, and there is the certain 
ground of our justification. In crushing 
Satan the Lord was crushed. In bringing 
death to the enemy He himself died. But 
the enemy remains crushed, the Lord 
rises from the dead. The enemy remains 
spiritually dead, the Lord is the Lord of 
life forevermore enthroned in Heaven. 


LORD, MAY WE LIVE IN THY LIFE. 
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1 WILL GREATLY MULTIPLY 
THY SORROW (3:16) 


The lot of woman has been hard over 
the history of humanity. It is commonly 
said that this is a man’s world. In no 
small sense it is, and the reason is to be 
found in the special curse that was put 
upon womankind at the time of the fall. 
It is difficult for women in Christian 
lands to know the miseries of their hun- 
dreds of millions of sisters in pagan 
lands. There the lot of woman is little 
above that of cattle. It is where the Gos- 
pel has come that the load has been lift- 
ed and woman in Christ has become the 
reflection of the redeemed Church, the 
bride of Christ. And even the unsaved 
women in the lands that have a domi- 
nant Christian influence have profited by 
the ideals of freedom which the Gospel 
has brought. 


LORD, WE THANK THEE THAT CHRIST 
HAS LIFTED US. 
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THY DESIRE SHALL BE TO 
THY HUSBAND (3:16) 


Created in the nature of the woman is 
that she shall have but one great love in 
her life. If she is willing to live in that 
sphere God can make her life a joyful 
one. At the risk of stirring rebellion I 
point out that most marriages in the to- 
tality of life in the world are made for 
women by their parents, and that love is 
to be developed after marriage. This is 
almost universally true in Asia and Af- 
rica, and it is a debatable question that 
the “freedom” of women in the western 
world is not responsible for the divorce 
evil and much of the breakdown of home 
life. And this verse will be understood 
better when it is realized that the desire 
of man is toward his wife alone solely by 
grace and not by nature. It is only in 
Christ that there can be the true home. 


LORD, GIVE US THY PURITY. 
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HE SHALL RULE OVER THEE (3:16) 


This does not give a man a servant 
when he marries, but a companion in 
Christ. In the pagan world the wife is 
a servant; in the Christian world outside 
of Christ the wife is frequently a rebel; 
in the world that is Christ the true re- 
lationship of the home can be estab- 
lished. The husband must ever realize 
that in granting him the place as head 
of the home God conferred upon him a 
high responsibility and an inestimable 
privilege. He is the high priest of the 
home and responsible for the family wor- 
ship and the spiritual tone of the home. 
God will hold every man accountable for 
this at the judgment bar. The rule is 
the tender rule of love and no woman 
will ever have any difficulty being in sub- 
jection to a man (Eph. 5:22), who is 
willing to be crucified for her (Eph. 5: 
25) . 

LORD, GIVE US THY LOVE. 
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BECAUSE THOU HAST HEARKENED 
UNTO THE VOICE OF THY WIFE (3:17) 


Advice carries with it the consequences 
of responsibility. Adam sinned with cal- 
culated deliberation, knowing what he 
was doing (1 Tim. 2:14). The result was 
a curse which exists to this day upon the 
very ground. David met a woman and 
followed her advice and was blessed of 
the Lord because of it. When Abigail 
had spoken to him David replied, 
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, which 
sent thee this day to meet me; and 
blessed be thy advice, and blessed be 
thou...” (1 Sam. 25:32, 33). It is not 
the woman then, but the nature of the 
advice. There is always a temptation to 
follow bad advice if it comes from a 
member .of the family in order to keep 
peace in the family, but those who are 
surrendered to the Lord will follow the 
Lord and not the bad advice. 


LORD, MAY WE FOLLOW THY COUN- 
SEL. 


May 15 
CURSED IS THE GROUND FOR 
THY SAKE (3:17) 


It would have been terrible if man 
could have sat down in a pleasant world 
with nothing to occupy him. The only 
value of leisure is that it strengthens us 
for hard work. People who have nothing 
but leisure are parasites on society. A 
hard and resistant nature, warring 
against the labor of man, can teach man 
the reflection of his own nature: weeds 
grow easier than crops, land must be 
cared for to prevent erosion; provision 
must be made over against the future. 
These, for example, teach us that evil is 
éasier than good in the life, that good- 
ness can be eroded away; and that the 
day of judgment is coming. Thank God 
fer thorns on the roses, worms that eat 
the fruits, and the death of winter. He is 
our Father, and is doing all for our good. 
LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR TOIL. 
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THORNS ALSO AND THISTLES SHALL 
IT BRING FORTH TO THEE (3:18) 


Do you see how important the last two 
words are? The thorns and thistles are 
not brought forth without purpose. They 
are not born to grow unseen and waste 
their sharpness on the desert air. They 
are brought forth unto man. God put 
every thorn on earth to remind man of 
sin. The thistle is a sentinel of warning. 
Olives and grapes must be cultivated and 
will produce oil and wine, but thorn 
juice and thistle milk will nourish no 
man, and will bring no gladness to the 
countenance and no joy to the heart. 
Men would build temples to false gods 
and God would ruin them and bring 
thorns and thistles upon them (Hos. 10: 
8). But we may rejoice in hope. In- 
stead of the thorn shall grow the fir tree, 
and the myrtle shall replace the brier 
(Isa. 55:13). And the change comes be- 
cause thorns pierced the brow of the 
Saviour (Mt. 27:29). 

LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR THORNS. 


May 17 
IN THE SWEAT OF THY FACE SHALT 
THOU EAT BREAD (3:19) 


Man was to know toil and fatigue. He 
was to enter into the struggle for exist- 
ence, and in his labor come to long for 
the end of the day. This would teach 
him to long for the end of the day of 
sin, and to long for salvation that man 
might enter into the rest of God (Heb. 
4:3). But has he learned the lesson? 
How far sin had brought him, how true 
God’s warning that eating the fruit 
would bring death is shown by the fact 
that we must change the above sentence 
to read: This should teach him to long 
for the end of the day of sin, and to 
long for salvation that he might enter 
into the rest of God. But man does not 
do what he should do, even if it is for his 
own good. Self-will has made each drop 
of sweat a distorting mirror. 

LORD, MAY WE LOOK THROUGH THY 
WORD. 


(Continued on page 38) 


No evil ever arose from a matter committed entirely to the Lord. 25 








The Master 
and His Men 


How He Chose and 
Commissioned Them 


By J. STUART HOLDEN 


“And He ordained twelve, that they 
should be with Him, and that He 
might send them forth to preach” 
(Mark 3:14) 


A study of history is the best cor- 
rective for pessimism. In days when 
things are none too bright, specially 
in and concerning the Christian 
Church; when doleful conclusions 
and counsels are readily received 
and expressed by all kinds of people, 
and we are in danger of giving way 
to misgivings about the future 
(which is, did we but know it, just 
a giving place to the Devil!) ; when 
we consider arming to defend our- 
selves, instead of pressing forward to 
the attack;—what we really need to 
do is to acquaint ourselves with our 
own history, to study our past, to 
consider all the way by which the 
Lord our God has led His people 
from the beginning, to learn again 
how well-founded His plans are, to 
lay to heart the victories by which 
the cause of the Christian Church is 
marked! Then we shall remember 
that God is not dead, that the An- 
cient of Days is not enfeebled by age, 
that not one iota of “all power in 
Heaven and on earth” has slipped or 
been wrenched from the hands that 
were once scarred and are now sov- 
ereign. “What God has done that 
God can do” is the refrain of a popu- 
lar Christian song. “I will do better 
things for you than at your begin- 
nings” is the Divine promise which 
— even so lofty a flight of 
aith. 





The late J. Stuart Holden was for many years 
Vicar of St. Paul's, Portman Square, London. 


26 Faith rests not on evidence, but on the Word of God. 





With the object of reinforcing our 
Christian confidence and hope with 
records that are beyond all gain say- 
ing, let us study the beginnings of 
the Christian movement, by consid- 
ering the men chosen to be its earli- 
est officers, the central Man in the 
group being the Master Himself, 
from whom each of them derived his 
competence. It is a story without 
parallel, full of heartening incentive 
and challenge. For now, as then, He 
still needs men. He still works won- 
ders with poor material and still 
fashions, out of very ordinary clay, 
“vessels unto honor” meet for His 
use and still confounds the mighty 
with the weak. In this study our 
own ancestors call to us to give Him 
His chance in our day as they did in 
theirs. 

This present study is introductory, 
and its lessons general. Those that 
follow are intensive and particular; 
Mark 3:14 is one of the crisis hours 
of history. 

The dividing-line of Christ’s min- 
istry has been reached. Up to now 
He has been single-handed. Now He 
feels the need of sympathetic fellow- 
ship and a supplementary force. He 
wants men to whom He can impart 
Himself in close intercourse, and 
upon whom He can rely for the ex- 
tension of the Kingdom He is estab- 
lishing. So, from amongst the larger 
number of those who were begin- 
ning to attach themselves to Him as 
interested hearers, He chose twelve, 
inviting them to give up their pres- 
ent manner of life and to adopt His. 
Bv this time they knew enough of 
what His aims were to be aware of 
some, at least, of the implications of 
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their acceptance. It is significant that 
He chose twelve, corresponding to 
the number of the tribes. This, to 
the Jews, could not but point to His 
Messianic claim, and identify His 
works and His words with the ful- 
fillment of the ancient prophecies. 

With what awe the twelve must 
have heard their names called! He 
did it all with the minimum of or- 
ganization. He- enjoined no rules 
upon them, but staked the entire fu- 
ture of His cause upon them, that is 
upon men who had been “with Him” 
long enough to become themselves 
captured by His spirit and so to be 
competent to “go forth” to repro- 
duce Him in the world. Each of 
them was chosen, not from the so- 
called influential classes, but from 
the humbler walks of life. They were 
fishermen, publicans, small trades- 
men, unspoiled by the artificiality 
which was commonly found on the 
higher social levels of life—simple, 
unaffected, elemental men. Not that 
the Master excluded any class; He 
has no class-consciousness; nor has 
He any issue with culture, worldly 
position, wealth which is, properly 
obtained, except that those who have 
these are less ready to become “as 
little children.” and to begin life all 
over again, or to take direction about 
things they imagine they know al- 
ready. No, obviously He calls these 
men because they are just the best 
He can get, willing to be shaped for 
use. 

It is evident that He has other 
criteria of value in men than those 
generally employed. Think of any- 
one starting a movement today, espe- 
cially a movement with a world-wide 
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objective. The first thing necessary 
is a list of names, the more exalted 
the names the better. Statesmen, 
financiers, a High Priest or two, so- 
ciety leaders, novelists, musical 
comedy actresses (or a film star!) — 
anyone in fact, who will lend dis- 
tinction and draw the crowd. 


How unlike anyone else Christ is! 
At every point He could say “My 
kingdom is not of this world.” Nev- 
er is this so self-evident as at its be- 
ginnings, in His choice of associates. 
We sing of “the glorious company of 
the apostles,” but they were just very 
ordinary men who became glorious 
by being in His glorious company. 
They were willing to become identi- 
fied with Him, even though that 
meant leaving their all. “Not much 
to leave” you say? Well! Everyman’s 
“all,” however little, is a lot to him; 
his attitude toward it, when Christ’s 
invitation reaches him, registers his 
fitness to become one of the Macster’s 
men. 

These men, of marked contrasi to 
one another in temperament, capaci- 
ty and record, were somehow welded 
into a convincing unity, by their in- 
dividual acceptance of the honor of 
His choice. Their relationship with 
Him set up a unique relationship 
with each other. Under one inspira- 
tion they actually became a unity 
that did not attempt uniformity. 
Each found in Christ the comple- 
ment of his own need, and in the 
rest the understanding companion- 
ship which gave life, and in particu- 
lar the life of service, its meaning. 
Each called Christ “Master,” and his 
fellow “Brother.” The fact that he 
was himself appreciated by the Mas- 
ter gave to each an appreciation of 
the others. Centralized as each was, 
in Christ, they found themselves con- 
joined in a bond stronger than life 
itself. Like stars, each held his place 
by relationship to the Sun—and 
hence their life together was ordered. 


It might have been thought that 
the Master would choose a larger 
band, having in view so vast an en- 
terprise, but there were enough of 
them to give Him every type of char- 
acter, whose virtues and deficiencies 
inevitably came out before they had 
been long with Him and each other. 


Each brought Him what he had. 
And the history of the group is sim- 
ply the story of transforming grace, 
and of the consecrated use of varied 
aptitudes in a service in which each 
supplemented the other, None of 
them was always complete in his ap- 
prehension and loyalty or always 
worthy. Some of them were slow 
learners; and one broke down and 
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made a disastrous end to a good be- 
ginning None of them avoided dis- 
appointing the Master. Some of 
them, in the strangest way, misun- 
derstood and misrepresented Him. 
But He never despaired of them. 
Never cast them off, never rescinded 
His invitation, nor lowered the de- 
gree of His confident, open, self-re- 
vealing companionship, nor relaxed 
His grip upon them. We hear of 
“the perseverance of the saints.” It 
was a great phrase in the theology 
and preaching of earlier days. But 
here we see the perseverance of the 
Saviour, of the Master. And we can 
appreciate it for we know, that apart 
from it, we are hopelessly worthless 
and useless. Yes! He persevered with 
them, and it was by these men that 
His Word went out into all lands. 
By these men the tidings and influ- 
ences of redemption were carried 
over continent and ocean. Their 
names will be found upon the foun- 
dation stones of the city “whose 
Builder and Maker is God.” The 
Master chose His men well! 
Consider to what it was He chose 
and called them—‘‘That they might 
be with Him” and that “He might 
send them.” To fellowship, and 
service, not to the one without the 
other. For fellowship without serv- 
ice tends only to mysticism and even 
fanaticism, while service without fel- 
lowship is sheer presumption, futile 
mechanism. Together they are as 
soul and body. It is the tragedy of 
modern Christianity that they have 
ever been separated, in an over-care 
for self resulting in an under-care 
for the world, and.vice versa. 
There is a deeper meaning than 
that of physical proximity in the 


words “with Him.” It suggests spiri- 
tual sympathy, the acquisition of His 
outlook, aims, and impulses, for 
which the fact of living and journey- 
ing together gave opportunity. These 
men must become learners before 
they can teach. They must become 
convinced themselves before they 
can be convincing. They must know 
the reality of the Truth with which 
they are tc be entrusted, of which 
they are to be the voices. They must 
become, in recognizable degree, like 
Him, if they are winsomely to pro- 
claim Him. Their mere declaration 
of the Gospel (however accurate) , 
apart from personal demonstration, 
can only be powerless. 

They must exemplify the poten- 
cies of the Evangel. They must 
adorn the doctrine, they must com- 
mend themselves to every man’s con- 
science, they must know how to keep 
their lives geared on their dynamic 
resources. —They must know how to 
do always the things that please God, 
to love when they are unloved, to 
win by submission, to set the inter- 
ests of the Kingdom (the wirzing of 
men to its citizenship) before any 
other. And this can only be by fel- 
lowship with the Master Himself. 
There is no other way to Christ- 
likeness but Christ! “With Him!” 
“For ah! the Master is so fair!” Of 
course this implies a miracle—noth- 
ing less, and this if what He cove- 
nants. Nothing less! The gift of a 
new life! 

Then “Sent forth,” gladly and con- 
tentedly, actually “put in trust with 
the Gospel,” working out, each one, 
his own spiritual insights into wit- 


(Continued on page 38) 





Cyrus Field had the dream of a cable across the Atlantic. On the first try the cable 


snapped after 360 miles of its was laid. The 


d try ded but after a few days 





of exchange of messages across the ocean the cable broke again. His office burned, his 





business failed. It took nine years 
to raise the money for the third 
try. The cab!e broke 1200 miles 
out. He wouldn't quit. A fourth 
cable was spun and laid. This 
time he succeeded, and interna- 
tional communication was assured. 
Our Lord Jesus determined to es- 
tablish communications between 
the sinner and God. He left 
Heaven and came to die on the 
cross. At infinite cost He opened 
up the new and living way by 
which we have access to come 
boldly to the throne of grace to 
find help in time of need. His 
was not a method of trial and 
error but an eternally planned 
work which He came and accom- 

‘ plished in the fulness of time. The 
way is open. 


You can be holy if you wish to be holy. 27 
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Hosea, the Man and His Message 
LESSON TEXT: HOSEA 4:1-9; 6: 1-3; 
10: 12-13 


Golden Text: ““My people are destroyed 
for lack of knowledge” (Hosea 4:6) 


The name of Hosea is one of many 
words in the Bible containing the He- 
brew root, meaning salvation. Thus in 
Matthew 1:21 the angel of the Lord, 
speaking to Joseph, says that Mary shall 
call the Son whom she will bear, “Jesus,” 
for He shall save His people from their 
sins. Jesus is the New Testament form 
of Joshua (see Acts 7:45 and Hebrews 
4:8), the Greek language having no 
“sh” sound. We find the verb “save” in 
Hosea 1:7 and 13:10, and the noun 
“saviour” in 13:4. It is also interesting 
to note that as Hosea is the first of the 
Minor Prophets, so Isaiah is the first of 
the Major Prophets in their order in our 
English Bible, béth meaning salvation. 

We may say that salvation is the mes- 
sage of the prophets and the theme of 
the Gospel. It is God’s call to the indi- 
vidual who has wandered away from 
Him by temptations emanating from the 
heart or from pagan idol worship. 


The Faithless Spouse 


The relation between God and His 
chosen people, Israel, is at times spoken 
of in Scripture as a husband-wife rela- 
tionship. Thus, when Israel proves faith- 
less, forsaking God and seeking after 
false gods who are no gods at all, such 

‘conduct is frankly said to be spiritual 
adultery. At such times, God’s love for 
His faithless spouse, Israel, is an impor- 
tant part of the message of the prophet, 
poured out in terms of tender love and 
pleading, as with strong emotion the 
prophet entreats God’s people to return 
to Him. “Turn ye, for why will ye die?” 
is the urgent invitation, not merely be- 
cause the heart of God is hurt, but be- 
cause He would have no harm befall His 
people. 

“T have loved thee with an everlasting 
love: therefore with lovingkindness have 
I drawn thee” (Jer. 31:3) may, on the 
other hand, indicate how much the heart 
of God was pained because of unrequited 
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love on the part of those whom He so 
much loved. We may believe that, on 
the level of human experience, there is 
no pain or grief so hard to endure, as to 
be abandoned or deserted by one who 
has been the object of sincere affection 
and love. How much more poignant is 
such grief on the divine level, as we 
consider the love of God, who is love, for 
His own as so much more profound than 
human love can ever be. In Genesis 6:6 
we read that man’s defection “grieved 
Him at His heart.” 

This husband-wife relationship will ex- 
plain much of what we read in Hosea, 
chapters 1-3, one of the strangest experi- 
ences through which any one called of 
God as His messenger was ever asked to 
suffer. We can, of course, talk more in- 
telligently and with greater effect about 
what we know from actual experience. 
This may explain much of the sorrow 
and suffering which God permits. Read, 
for example, in 2 Corinthians 1:3-7. The 
two words, consolation and comfort, in 
this passage are the same word in the 
Greek. 


Hosea and Gomer 


How does the suffering which Hosea 
had to endure illustrate the teaching of 
Paul in the long paragraph to which we 
have just referred? Before he began to 
prophesy publicly, he was advised of 
God to marry a woman by the name of 
Gomer. God knew that she would prove 
faithless, and desert her husband, after 
having borne him his children. Thus 
would he learn by his own sorrow of 
heart how God felt, because Israel was 
deserting Him. 

Could God love Israel under such cir- 
cumstances? Hosea was to learn that He 
would never abandon His people, for he 
was ordered to marry again the one who 
had failed him, not an easy thing to do. 
He seeks for her, in the slave market as 
it were, for he buys (3:2) her at half 
the price of a slave plus enough food 
to feed her for a day. This reminds us 
of the word exagorazo, literally meaning 
to buy out of the market, used by Paul 
when writing to the Galatians, 3:13 and 
4:5, and translated by the word “re- 
deemed.” 

In 3:3 Hosea makes an arrangement 
with her that she shall abandon her har- 
lotry, have nothing to do with another 
man, and he promises*that he will con- 
tinue, as he had ever been, faithful to 
her. This seems to have been a proba- 


tionary period, at the termination ot 
which they would again live together as 
before the period of separation. 

Thus did Hosea appreciate what God 
says about Israel, His “wife.” In 3:4 the 
nation is as a wanderer on the face of 
the land, as exile without a king or cen- 
tral shrine or sacrifice. But God’s love 
will pursue her, until one glad day, when 
Israel will return and seek the Lord her 
God and shall fully appreciate His good- 
ness and love in the latter days. 


Hosea’s Children 


How this strange drama was to work 
out, Hosea was to learn by the names he 
was ordered to assign to his children. 
The first child was to be called Jezreel 
(1:4), a Hebrew word which means 
“sown” or “scattered,” as seed over a 
field. So was Israel to be scattered among 
the nations, as the Jews are today. 

The second child, a daughter, was to 
be named Loruhamah (1:6), meaning 
“not having obtained mercy.” The sylla- 
ble Jo is the Hebrew negative, “not,” oc- 
curring frequently in the Ten Command- 
ments. But in 2:1 the mercy of God is 
revealed in that the time is coming when 
the lo is to be dropped, and her name is 
to be Ruhamah thereafter, “having ob- 
tained mercy.” 

So the third child, also a girl, is to be 
named Loammi, again the negative lo 
then the Hebrew word am meaning peo- 
ple, and i the possessive pronoun “my”; 
therefore, “Not My people.” But here 
again the love and grace of God appear, 
for the time is coming when Ammi shall 
be her name, when Israel shall be “My 
people” again. 

Meanwhile Hosea seeks to do all he 
can by persuasion to hold Israel close to 
God, although knowing full well her im- 
pending doom. In the first portion of our 
printed lesson he speaks of a contro- 
versy which God has with Israel, because 
He finds no truth, nor mercy, nor knowl- 
edge of God in the land (4:1), but swear- 
ing, and lying, and killing, and stealing, 
and adultery are rampant. The inevitable 
consequence must be judgment, there- 
fore the land will mourn because of 
punishment, which is to fall upon man 
and beast alike, upon layman and priest, 
for all alike have sinned; even the false 
prophets will perish with them. 


Reconciliation 


“My people are destroyed for lack of 
knowledge.” How many in our time 
neither have, nor desire, “the knowledge 
of the holy” (Prov. 30:3). Let us 
rejoice as we contemplate the glory 
which shall some day be revealed by 
way of contrast, when the earth shall 
be filled with the knowledge of the glory 
of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea 
(Hab. 2:14). This will come to pass 
when Israel shall again be betrothed in 
righteousness, in judgment, in loving- 
kindness, in mercies, and in faithfulness, 
knowing the Lord (Hos. 2:19-20), when 
she shall speak of God as Ishi, “my hus- 
band,” and shall no more call Him, Baali, 
“my lord,” a term which would be used 
by a mistress. 
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Jeremiah 31:34 speaks of the days 
when Israel shall have returned to her 
husband when they shall be His people, 
and shall teach no more his neighbor, 
and every man his brother, saying “Know 
the Lord: for they shall all know Me, 
from the least of them to the greatest of 
them, saith the Lord: for I will forgive 
their iniquity, and I will remember their 
sin no more.” Reconciliation is the pic- 
ture, and we may suggest that love and 
joy may be greater than when first mar- 
ried. 

As the nation increased in number, 
their sin increased, which was according 
to the wish of the dissolute priests, for 
thus they would have more sacrificial 
meat to eat (3:8, where sin evidently 
means sin-offering). Thus the priests 
would perish without mercy with the 
people, for God would punish them for 
their ways, and reward them for their 
doings, in that they led the people into 
their evil ways. 

But Hosea looks forward to the day 
when God will have mercy upon a re- 
stored people and they shall be “His 
people” again. In 6:1-3, Israel in re- 
pentance is exhorted to return to the 
Lord, with the assurance of the promise 
that the Lord will raise them up “in the 
third day,” for He will again “shine 
upon” His people with His favor, and 
His coming is as certain as the dawn. 
The result of His favor will be like the 
quickening of the earth after the former 
and latter rains have come. 


Hosea’s Plea 


The last portion of our lesson (10:12- 
13) is Hosea’s plan that Israel do as had 
been suggested, seek the Lord that He 
might come and rain righteousness upon 
them. This He would do if they would 
plow righteousness instead of wickedness, 
that is, so conduct themselves that right- 
eous seed might spring up in the life of 
the nation, so that He could bless them 
instead of punishing them. 

No longer should they trust in lies 
and in falsehood as spoken by false 
prophets; for it would be well for them 
to learn that what a man soweth, that 
shall he also reap, a law which operates 
in the life of the individual as also in that 
of a nation. 


MAY 14, 1950 


Hosea Reveals God’s Forgiving 
Love 


LESSON TEXT: HOSEA 11:1-4, 8-11; 
14 


Golden Text: “I will heal their back- 
sliding, I will love them freely” (Hosea 
4:4) 


In the early chapters of Hosea we 
learned how he bought and brought back 
his wife who had deserted him. Through 
this “tragedy of wounded love” he came 
to appreciate the love of God for His 
people Israel, who, like a faithless wife, 
had forsaken Him, thus becoming guilty 
of spiritual adultery. 
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Time and again Jehovah through His 
prophet implores: them to turn if they 
would be forgiven and live (12:6; 14:2). 
This persistent pleading on the part of 
the God of Israel for their return was 
possible only because of His love for 
“the world” (John 3:16), and particular- 
ly for His chosen people. “God is love” 
and this love of His shines forth through 
all the arguments (Isa. 1:18), attempts 
at persuasion, yearnings, pleadings, and 
even threats of dire punishment, as 
through the voice of His prophets He 
seeks to win His people back to Himself. 


God’s Love for Israel 


The love of God is the particular 
theme of the last four chapters of Hosea’s 
prophecy, of which our lesson is a part, 
and of which our Golden Text speaks 
in God’s own words: “I will love them 
freely.” 

But Hosea in 10:2 has to accuse Israel 
of having a “divided” heart, a condition 
which is fatal, in view of the fact that 
true religion is indeed a “love story.” 
And true love cannot abide divided af- 
fection. To the church at Ephesus her 
Lord with tender pathos says that He had 
against her that she had left her first 
love, an early proof of the fact that it 
is hard to keep religion spiritual. 

The longing of the father’s heart for 
the return of his prodigal son parallels 
the prophet’s description of God’s de- 
sire for the return of Israel, who in the 
first portion of our lesson is also spoken 
of as “My son,” 11:1. 

God exclaims: “When Israel was young 
then I loved him, and I called My son 
out of Egypt. But when men (the 
prophets) called to them, they went away 
from their countenance” (that is, they 
paid no attention to them). Indeed, far 
from listening to their pleadings, they of- 
fered sacrifices to the Baalim, they burnt 
incense to idols. 


Israel, God’s Son 


The reference in the first verse is to 
Exodus 4:22, 23 where God commands 
Moses to say to Pharaoh: “Thus saith 
the Lord, Israel is My son, even My 
firstborn: let My son go, that he may 
serve Me.” The adoption of Israel as 
God’s son; His care for the nation 
through difficult days and years, and His 
love for His people were all a part of His 
plan of redemption for a_ rebellious 
world. The experiences of Jesus at 
God’s Son in this world were a part of 
His plan, so that we read of similar ex- 
perience in his case, as when it is said 
of Him in Matthew 2:15 “that it might 
be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord 
by the prophet, saying Out of Egypt 
have I called My Son.” 

But there was a great difference be- 
tween Israel and Jesus. The latter de- 
clared that He delighted to do His 
Father’s will, in fact, so to do was His 
very food and drink. But Israel refused 
to obey His commandments, in spite of 
the fact that God had taught the na- 
tion to walk, took them in His arms, even 
as a father lovingly cares for his babe 


in its earliest years. Read in Deutero- 
nomy 1:31: “In the wilderness . . . thou 
hast seen how that the Lord thy God 
bare thee, as a man doth bear his son, 
in all the way that ye went, until ye came 
into this place.” 

In Exodus 15:26 God, speaking to 
Israel, says: “If thou wilt diligently 
harken to the voice of the Lord thy God, 
and wilt do that which is right in His 
sight, and wilt give ear to His command- 
ments, and keep all His statutes, I will 
put none of these diseases upon thee, 
which I have brought upon the Egyp- 
tians, for I am the Lord that healeth 
thee.” Yet God pathetically declares: 
“but they knew not that I healed them” 
(Hos. 11:3). 


His Care of Them 


Furthermore, another reference to 
God’s love for His people is to be found 
in 11:4, where we read of His treatment 
of them in the days of their wilderness 
journeyings, described as drawing them 
with bands of love. 

But Jeshurun (a name for ideal Israel) 
waxed fat (in her prosperity under God’s 
blessing) and kicked (like an intractable 
animal) ; that is, as a disobedient people, 
rebelled against Him who always sought 
their welfare and prosperity (Deut. 23: 
14). Israel even forsook God, lightly 
esteeming the rock of their salvation, pro- 
voking God to jealousy with strange 
gods, and with abominations provoked 
Him to anger. 

Then further, in Hosea 11:4, God re- 
minds His people of His kindly treat- 
ment of them under another figure, 
namely, that of a kindly master who 
“lifts up” (see marginal reading) the 
yoke from the jaw of a beast of burden, 
pushing it back so that the animal may 
eat more comfortably the grain given it 
to eat. But even this was not appreciated. 

However, Hosea reveals God’s love for 
His people in spite of lack of all appre- 
ciation. He yearns over them with great 
compassion, even though they deserved 
severe punishment. Indeed God had every 
right and reason to give up Ephraim 
(Israel) ; to abandon them, and to lay 
waste their territory as He had anni- 
hilated Admah and Zeboim, cities which 
God destroyed with the overthrow of 
Sodom and Gomorrah in His anger and 
in His wrath as stated in Deuteronomy 
29:23. 

Suddenly God reveals His purpose not 
to destroy His people, for He acts dif- 
ferently from man’s way of wreaking 
vengeance upon those who show hostility 
to Him. God is a God of mercy, sym- 
pathy, love, and compassion. The clause, 
“T will not enter into the city” (v. 9), 
may be translated: “I will not come in 
wrath.” 


Israel’s Change of Heart 


The time is coming when Israel will 
change her attitude toward Jehovah, will, 
indeed, go after Him, when He shall call 
them with a mighty voice to their land 
from the west, the south and the east, 
(Egypt and Assyria), that is, “from all 
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the nations whither the Lord thy God 
hath scattered thee” (Deut. 30:3). 

No word better describes the state 
of mind of the tens of thousands of Jews 
returning to Israel today than the word 
trembling, after the fearful ordeals 
through which they had to pass on land, 
and the precarious journey across the 
sea; the “trembling heart” of Deuteron- 
omy 28:65. But God will place them 
once more and finally in their houses in 
His land, deeded as a perpetual posses- 
sion to Abraham’s seed according to 
Genesis 17:8. 

These prophets of God were “seers,” 
able to descry scenes which were still 
“afar off” (Heb. 11:13). They were able 
to penetrate the darkness of an appar- 
ently very uncertain future to behold the 
light of a glorious day, when the people 
who had been sitting in darkness would 
see a great light—a happy people in right 
relation with their God; no longer a 
“displaced people,” each one dwelling 
under his own vine and fig-tree, as Micah 
will be telling us in the lesson for May 
28, and over the habitation of each will 
be seen this device: “His banner over 
me is love.” 

But years had to pass before this glo- 
rious picture could be realized, and we 
are still waiting. In chapter 14 Hosea 
is still pleading with Israel to return un- 
to their God. He asks them to confess 
in “words” that they had sinned, and to 
ask for pardon, having come to the point 
where they realized that heathen nations 
could not help them, nor could idols. 
Only in God could they trust and find 
mercy. 


Prosperity 


So in the last portion of our lesson 
God says: “I will heal their backsliding, 
I will love them freely: for mine anger 
is turned away from him” (14:4). Verse 
7 repeats the happy picture of earthly 
prosperity for Israel under God’s bless- 
ing, represented by the figure of abun- 
dant harvests of grain, and flourishing 
vineyards, a land flowing again with 
milk and honey, for Israel will have no 
more to do with idols, realizing that 
from the Lord is its fruit found. 

Even our generation may learn from 
verse 9 to be wise enough to understand 
these things; to be prudent, and know 
them, namely, that the ways of God are 
right, and the just shall walk in them; 
but the transgressors, the disobedient, 
shall fall therein. 


MAY 21, 1950 
Micah’s Plea for Human Rights 


LESSON TEXT: MICAH 1:1; 2:1-2; 
3:5-12; 6:6-8 
Golden Text: “He hath shewed thee, O 
man, what is good; and what doth the 
Lord require of thee, but to do justly, 
and to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with thy God?”—Micah 6:8. 


We are to have two lessons from the 
prophecy of Micah. His name is a 
shortened form of Micaiah (Jer. 26:18), 
the meaning of which is expressed by the 
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question, “Who is like Jehovah?” The 
familiar name, Michael, means the same, 
“Who is like God?” 

In Micah 7:18 we find the question 
raised: “Who is a God like unto Thee?” 
For the answer, read Isaiah 46:5 and 9: 
“To whom will ye liken Me, and make 
Me equal, and compare Me? .. . Re- 
member the former things of old: for I 
am God, and there is none else; I am 
God, and there is none like Me.” Thus 
does the name of the prophet add weight 
to his message, as he delivers it to the 
people. 

Micah was a citizen of the place called 
Moresheth-Gath, mentioned in Micah 
1:14, near Gath, an important city of the 
Philistines among the foot-hills of Judah, 
and not far from Mareshah (Mic. 1:15). 
Teachers who are interested in further 
details will find it helpful to look up 
these place-names in a good Bible dic- 
tionary. 

Micah was a contemporary of Isaiah, 
in the eighth century B.C., during the 
reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, 
kings of Judah. His messages concerned 
both Samaria, the capital of the North- 
ern Kingdom, that is, Israel and Judah 
respectively. There is an interesting ref- 
erence to him many years later in a de- 
fense made in behalf of Jeremiah, who 
had been arrested for speaking that 
which the people did not like to hear 
(Jer. 26:18, 19). 


Disobedience in Israel 


One can readily understand that the 
moral conditions in Israel and Judah 
when Micah prophesied would be the 
same as those described by all the early 
prophets, Isaiah, Hosea, and Amos. Hea- 
thenism and idolatry were doing their 
awful work. Morality was on a low level, 
because of the influence of heathen cus- 
toms and practices in the territories 
round about and in the land itself. Par- 
ticularly offensive to God Himself, as 
clearly revealed by His prophets, was 
the oppression inflicted bv the more pros- 
perous upon the poor, the widow, and the 
orphan. There was nothing in the way 
of ethics in the conduct of business, dis- 
honesty being rife. 

In many of the prophetical books we 
read of the opposition to their truthful, 
but often unpleasant, prophecies, coming 
from false prophets, who with honied 
words sought to gainsay the righteous 
demands which God made through His 
representatives. When they, like Micah, 
announce the destruction of their capi- 
tal cities of Samaria and Jerusalem, the 
false prophets ridicule these threats to 
their face, thus encouraging the people 
to continue in their defiance of God’s de- 
mands for righteous conduct, social jus- 
tice, and human rights. 

But again, as in the majority of the 
prophetical books, the silver lining of 
the thunder clouds of God’s judgments 
appears. In the midst of His displea- 
sure with His people there is always the 
call to repentance, the proclamation of 
His unfailing love for them, and the as- 
surance of the final glory which shall 
some day be revealed because of His 


gracious dealings with them, through His 
personal appearing among His people. 
And when His Kingdom shall be finally 
and permanently established, His people 
shall be a purified nation, with HOLI- 
NESS even on the bells of the horses 
(Zech. 14:20). 


Woe to the Dispossessors 


Taking the second of the brief sec- 
tions of the book of Micah in our lesson, 
we come upon a “Woe” which the 
prophet addresses to those who in au- 
thority are constantly seeking to enlarge 
their holdings at the expense of the 
common people, who, as humble peas- 
ants, have not much more of this world’s 
goods than the small farm from which 
they derive the sustenance needed to 
support their families. 

That they deliberately plot to do this 
is condemned all the more because they 
lay their plans for next day’s thievery 
while at night they lie on their beds, de- 
vising such iniquity against innocent 
men, hard working members of their own 
communities, undeserving of such treat- 
ment, and having, unfortunately, no de- 
fense against the powerful rich, who have 
it “in the power of their hand” to op- 
press the helpless. Covetous, says the 
prophet, they are, coveting fields, and 
seizing them, oppressing a man by wrest- 
ing from him his home, thus alienating 
the inheritance from his children and 
children’s children. This in itself was a 
violation of Hebrew law. 

Both Micah and Isaiah denounce such 
practices. There is a denunciation of 
those who dispossess their neighbors of 
their homesteads in order to increase 
their own estates . . . Isaiah 5:8. 


Ahab and Naboth 


Teachers will find an illustration for 
their classes in 1 Kings 21 of how a 
wealthy man, King Ahab of Samaria, 
coveted the vineyard of Naboth, his 
neighbor, to add it to his estate, for it 
was “near his house.” But Naboth did 
not wish to give Ahab the inheritance 
of his fathers, for if he did, he would be 
alienating the property from his family 
line, contrary to law. So Ahab, peeved 
by Naboth’s refusal, went home, “laid 
him down upon his bed, and refused to 
eat.” Jezebel, his wife, noticing that 
something was wrong, asked him what 
the trouble was. He told her, whereupon 
she devised a dastardly plot to have Na- 
both put to death after false charges had 
been brought against him. 

After his execution, Ahab took the 
vineyard over, hoping to enjoy it for the 
rest of his days. But the days were few, 
for God manifested his displeasure at 
such conduct by announcing through His 
prophet Elijah that dogs would lick his 
blood in the place where they had licked 
the blood of Naboth, and that dogs 
would eat the body of Jezebel. How this 
was fulfilled we can read in 1 Kings 22: 
38 concerning Ahab, and in 2 Kings 9: 
33-37 concerning Jezebel, where dogs ate 
her body, leaving only her skull, the feet, 
and the palms of her hands (Cannibals 
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do not eat the callous of hands and feet 
since they are quite bitter to the taste a 
converted cannibal chieftain told a mis- 
sionary). 


False Prophets 


In Micah 3:5-8 we have Micah’s de- 
nunciation of false prophets who cause 
Israel to err by prophesying peace and 
prosperity if they are well rewarded 
(given something on which to bite their 
teeth, that is, to eat), but they proclaim 
God’s vengeance upon those who give 
them nothing to eat by way of pay for 
their message. 

Because of these false prophets and 
their baleful influence upon the people, 
God will pour out judgments upon the 
land, to the confusion of those who were 
constantly declaring that day by day the 
world was getting better. These days 
will be dark days instead; and shame 
will overtake these pseudo-prophets, ped- 
dlers of lies, because conditions have 
turned out in direct contrast with their 


optimistic messages which were not 
from God. 

Their shame is indicated by a strange 
phrase, “they shall all cover their upper 
lip,” not easy to explain as an idiom, but 
referred to in Lev. 13:45 and Ezekiel 
24:17 as a symbol of shame and of 
mourning, even as we might with a quite 
natural gesture of the hand cover the 
face in a similar situation. In that day 
these abashed prophets will have no 
message for the people. 

But in verse 8 Micah moved by the 
Spirit of God does not hesitate to speak 
out against the sins of Jacob and of Is- 
rael. The princes (heads), the priests, 
and the prophets in verse 11 all officiate 
in their respective offices for the money 
they make (reward, hire, money), and 
because they are so mercenary, they nat- 
urally speak smooth words (see Isaiah 
30:10) to please the people rather than 
to please and to obey God. Therefore, 
Micah announces the devastation and 
desolation of the land. 


Thus we note that although the false 
prophets in “comfortable words” ask, “Is 
not the Lord among us? no evil can 
come upon us,” the Lord Himself has to 
reply, “I know you not,” and then car- 
ries out the judgments as announced by 
His faithful prophet. 


True Worship 


Is it the prophet, identifying himself 
with the nation, who asks God how to 
live so as to please Him? In what does 
true worship consist? What sacrifices 
and how many will satisfy the demands 
God makes of His people? Are human 
sacrifices necessary to appease God? 

The answer is given in verse 8, the 
favorite verse of one of our Presidents, 
Theodore Roosevelt: “God hath shown 
thee, O man, what is good; and what 
doth the Lord require of thee, but to do 
justly, and to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy God?” (to humble thy- 
self to walk with God, like Enoch of old, 
Gen. 5:22, 24). 


SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 





Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Editor of Eternity 


May I-5 Grace Presbyterian Church, Kansas City, Mo. 

May 7, Tenth Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, Pa. 

May 8, St. Luke's Lutheran Church, 46th St. west of 8th Ave., 

New York City 

May 9 New Hyde Park Baptist Church, New Hyde Park, Long 
Island, N. Y. 

Calvary Protestant Church, Baldwin, Long Island, New 
York 

First Presbytetian Church, Flushing, Long Island, New 
York 

First Baptist Church, Merrick, Long Island, New York 

Christian Business Men's Committee Youth Rally, Mal- 
verne High School, Malverne, Long Island, N. Y. 

Madrid, Spain 

Aix-en-Provence, France 


May 10 
May I! 


May 12 
May 13 


May 18-21 
May 25-31 


William Allen Dean 
Pastor, Aldan Union Church, Aldan, Pa. 


May |, 8, 15, 22 Presbyterian Church, DeKalb and Mt. Airy Sts., Nor- 
ristown, Pa. 

May 2, 9, 16, 23 Bethany Temple Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, Pa. 
(afternoon) 
May 2, 9, 16, 23 
(evening) 
May 4, Il, 18 

May 6 


Evangelical United Brethren Church, Camac and Wyo- 
ming Sts., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Rosemont Lutheran Church, Bethlehem, Pa. 

ag Evangelism Fellowship Conference, Keswick, 
N 


May 12 Commencement, Newark School of the Bible, Newark, 


N. J. 
May 24 1.F.C.A. Conference, York, Pa. 


Robert R. Fritsch 


Emeritus Professor, English Bible, Muhlenberg College, 
Allentown, Pa. 


May |, 8, 15 Lutheran Church, Ephrata, Pa. 

May 2, 9, 16 First Baptist Church, Perkasie, Pa. 

May 5 Christian Youth Group, State College, Pa. 
May 12 Men's Group, Church of Christ, Allentown, Pa. 
May 13 Youth Conference, East Greenville, Pa. 


May 1950 


Vance Havner 


Writer and Bible Conference Speaker 


May 1-21 


Union Campaign, Christ for Greater Cleveland, Euclid 
Avenue Baptist Church, Cleveland, Ohio. 


Clarence E. Mason, Jr. 
Dean, Philadelphia School of the Bible, Philadelphia 


May 6 
May 7 
May 14 
May 21 


May 25 
May 26-28 


Youth for Christ, Trinity Evangelical Congregational 
Church, South !!th, near Spruce, Reading, Pa. 

P.M. Trinity Protestant Church, Glassboro, N. J. 

11:00 A.M. First Baptist Church, Paterson, N. J. 

7:45 P.M. Madison Avenue Baptist Church, Paterson, 


N. J. 
10:30 P.M. Fifth Baptist Church, Philadelphia, Pa. 
7:30 P.M. Chelton Ave. Baptist Church, Philadelphia, 
Pa. 
P.S.B. Commencement, Baptist Tempie, Philadelphia, 


Pa. 
P.S.B. Deeper Life Conference, Harvey Cedars, N. J. 


William A. Mierop 
President, Bible Institute of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia 


May 7, 9, 10 First Baptist Church, Zanesville, Ohio 


May 8 
May 12-14 
May 20 
May 26 
May 28 
May 30 


Cambridge Bible Study Class, Cambridge, Ohio 

First Baptist Church, Caldwell, Ohio 

Youth for Christ, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Hydewood Park Baptist Church, North Plainfield, N. J. 
St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church, Camden, N. J. 
Heart Lake Bible Conference, Scranton, Pa. 


L. Sale-Harrison 
Bible Teacher and Writer 


May 7-14 
May 28-31! 


Bell Baptist Church, Bell, Calif. 
Calvary Baptist Church, San Francisco, Calif. 





$1 








MAY 28, 1950 
Micah’s Hope of God’s Salvation 
LESSON TEXT: MICAH 4:1-5; 5:2-4; 
7:18-20 


Golden Text: “Who is a God like unto 

Thee, that pardoneth iniquity ...? He 

retaineth not His anger for ever, be- 

cause He delighteth _ mercy” (Micah 
7:18) 


Last week we saw a picture of deso- 
lation, brought upon the land, particu- 
larly upon Zion and Jerusalem, by the 
judgments of God, because representa- 
tives of His, princes, priests and proph- 
ets, were exercising their authority, not 
for the welfare of the people, but for 
personal gain. 

Immediately following this picture of 
judgment (and how thankful we should 
be that the book of Micah does not close 
there) is the first portion of our lesson, 
4:1-5, describing a scene of peace and 
prosperity under the blessing of God. 
Read these words, observing that the 
expression “the mountain of the house” 
is common to both passages 3:12 and 
4:1, and note particularly the prophetic 
phrase, “in the last days.” 

Read these two passages at length and 
hold them as you would two pictures be- 
fore your eyes—pictures painted in words 
as vividly as an artist could sketch them 
on canvas with water-color, or oils. One 
is dark, gloomy, sad and depressing. The 
other shows the same area (Zion and 
Jerusalem) happy, rejoicing, peaceful, 
and prosperous. 


He Shall Judge 


And how shall we account for the con- 
trast between the somber scene on the 
one hand and the glorious panorama of a 
peaceful world; for even the nations afar 
off are basking in the light radiating 
from earth’s focal center, which in God’s 
plan is always Jerusalem, the “city of 
peace” under the benign government of 
the Prince of Peace! 

The answer is to be found in 4:3, in 
the statement, “He shall judge,” raising 
another question, “Who is He?” For the 
answer to this question we shall have to 
turn to Micah 5:2, the second portion of 
our lesson. 

There is no passage more important 
than this one in the Old Testament! 
When the magi came to the palace-gate 
of Herod to ask the place where the 
King of the Jews was to be born, he 
could not tell, until he had requested 
those who were learned in the Scriptures 
to ascertain the answer to their question. 
They found it in Micah 5:2, and only in 
this place, although Bethlehem is men- 
tioned in Genesis 35:16-20 as the place 
near which Benjamin (“the son of my 
right hand,” but first named Ben-oni. 
“the son of my sorrow”) was born. It 
was, of course, also the birthplace of 
David. 


As in a Rembrandt portrait the face 
of the subject appears against a very 
dark background, so here, out of the dark 
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background of conditions as described by 
Micah, venal judges, covetous rulers, 
mercenary priests and lying prophets, 
He appears as the answer to our ques- 
tion, He the righteous Judge, He the 
Ruler of Israel, He the faithful High 
Priest, He the Prophet of the Highest, 
the Eternal Son of the ever-living God. 

As to His physical body, He is té be 
born in Bethlehem, the name of which 
town means “House of Bread,” the birth- 
place of Him who is the Bread of life 
and who is “to feed in the strength of 
the Lord” His flock (5:4). Ephratah, 
the root of which name is the same as 
that of Ephriam, means “fruitful.” and 
“He shall cause them that come of Jacob 
to take root: Israel shall blossom and 
bud, and fill the face of the world with 
fruit” (Isa. 27:6). 


His Birth in Bethlehem 


His birth in Bethlehem has to do with 
His humanity, which is immediately 
linked up with His deity, as we read 
that His goings forth have been from the 
days of eternity. In the beginning He 
was the Word; indeed He was and is 
God, and in the fulness of time the Word 
was made flesh (the incarnation), com- 
ing into time from out of eternity, dwell- 
ing among men, full of grace and truth. 

At this point we should ask whether 
the fulfillment of Micah’s prophecy oc- 
curred at Jesus’ first advent, or is it yet 
to be “full-filled” at His second advent? 
There is no question about 5:2, as to the 
nativity of Jesus which took place nine- 
teen centuries ago. There is no question 
about the importance of Palestine and 
Jerusalem as the scene of His earthly 
ministry. The day of Pentecost was the 
birthday of the Christian Church. The 
Kingdom of Heaven did appear with the 
coming of the King in person. And of 
His Kingdom, ruling powerfully in the 
hearts of believers, there will be no end. 

But we are here speaking of the King- 
dom of grace. As a light to lighten the 
Gentiles He came and by the preaching 
of the Gospel souls are being brought 
out of darkness into His glorious light. 
But as the glory of His people Israel He 
is yet to come to sit on the throne of His 
father David, which is Zion. He who, re- 
jected by His people. the first time, left 
from the Mount of Olives to take His 
place at the right hand of His Father, 
(Psa. 110:1), will, “in that day” “stand 
upon the Mount of Olives which is be- 
fore Jerusalem” (Zech. 14:4). He comes 
then to usher in the Kingdom of glory, 
when all the glorious things which are 
spoken of thee, Zion, city of our God, 
prophesied by. Micah and the other 
prophets, will be abundantly fulfilled. 


Given Up—tUntil 


In 5:3 we read, “Therefore will He give 
them up, until.” In other words, His 
chosen people after the captivity, were 
“given up” (see the phrase in Romans 
1:24, 26, 28 of the heathen world) in a 
sense, except for the voices of the post- 
exilic prophets. Finally, Jesus did come 


as Israel’s Messiah and Saviour, meeting 
the expectations of such as Simeon and 
Anna (Luke 2), but it was true that as 
a nation His own received Him not. But 
Micah is looking forward to a better 
day, when they will return to abide with 
Him, and then shall He be great unto 
the ends of the earth. 

His people were “not willing” in the 
day of His humiliation, but they will be 
so in the day of His power (Psa. 110:3). 
Then will the nations flow into Zion, 
bringing gold and incense, and showing 
forth the praises of the Lord. “The sons 
of strangers shall build up thy walls, and 
their kings shall minister unto thee; for 
in My wrath I smote thee, but in My 
favor have I had mercy on thee. Thy 
gates shall be open continually; they 
shall not be shut day nor night; that 
men may bring unto thee the forces of 
the Gentlies” (read the whole of Isa. 60). 


Salvation From God 


In such words Isaiah, Micah and other 
prophets find the salvation of Israel com- 
ing from God Himself, to be acknowl- 
edged by the Gentiles as such, when the 
knowledge of Jehovah shall fill the earth 
as the waters cover the sea. “For the 
Lord hath chosen Zion; He hath desired 
it for His habitation” (Psa. 132:13). He 
will abundantly bless her, and clothe her 
priests with salvation, and her saints 


shall shout aloud for joy. 


A note of praise closes Micah’s proph- 
ecy, a vision of glorious days to come: 
“Who is a God like unto Thee (remem- 
ber that the name Micah means, “Who is 
like Jehovah”), that pardoneth iniquity, 
and passeth by the transgression of the 
remnant of His heritage? He retaineth 
not His anger for ever, because He de- 
lighteth in mercy. He will turn again, 
He will have compassion upon us; He 
will subdue our iniquities; and Thou wilt 
cast all their sins into the depths of the 
sea. Thou wilt perform the truth to Ja- 
cob, and the mercy to Abraham, which 
Thou hast sworn unto our fathers from 
the days of old.” 

“O the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are His judgments, and His 
ways past finding out” Romans 11:33. 








That "Christ died for our sins, and rose 
again for our justification" is, in truth, the 
Gospel; and it comprehends all that is neces- 
sary for us to know. It is the sum and sub- 
stance of that mystery, which God from all 
eternity devised for the redemption of fallen 
man, and which is unfolded to us in the writ- 
ings of the New Testament. We may expatiate 
upon the various parts of this mystery, so as 
to exhibit them more clearly and fully to your 
view; but we can never add to it: to attempt 
to add anything to it were to destroy it ut- 
terly. There is no redemption but through the 
death of Christ; no salvation, but through His 


resurrection life. “2 
Charles Simeon 
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THE APOCALYPSE 
Lectures on the Book of Revelation 
J. A. SEISS 


Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
Unabridged, xiii, 536; $4.95 


It may be trite to say it, but to say it 
would be true; this book is superbly excel- 
lent. Praise, clothed in hyperbole, will not 
do it justice. This reviewer became so in- 
terested in the work while reviewing it that 
he missed a trip to New York. 

This commentary on the Revelation is 
excellent for its scholarship, its devotional 
spirit, its cyclopedic treatment of the text, 
its homiletical presentation of expository 
units of thought, its index of data for ready 
reference, and best of all, its consideration 
for the ignorant, who wishing to master 
“The Apocalypse,” find it difficult to begin. 
Though the jacket of the book and the text 
may look heavy, and as uninviting as a 
mine shaft, open and read, for you will 
find gems of truth set in nuggets of grace. 

Seiss has demonstrated his scholarship on 
every page. References to the Church Fa- 
thers, the great dogmatic Councils of the 
Church, and the works of the great saints— 
Luther, Calvin, etc., demonstrate his knowl- 
edge of church history. The liberal theo- 
logian, though disagreeing with the au- 
thor’s point of view, will not be able to 
dismiss it upon intellectual grounds. This 
is one book that will not cause mental em- 
barrassment in the presence of “the “intel- 
ligentsia.” 

With his great scholarship; Seiss shows a 
humble spirit in the presentation of his 
work. At the close of his preface, he writes 

“And now, earnestly praying the Di- 
vine blessing upon what has been writ- 
ten, and upon all who read the same, 
the author devoutly commits the results 
of his labors to the care and direction of 
that good and wise Providence which has 
enabled him to complete the work, and 
to the serious attention of all who take 
pleasure in learning about what must 
shortly come to pass.” 

Zondervan, by giving us this “Reprint 
Classic,” has done us a magnificent service 
in giving us a work on the “Revelation” 
which presents the futuristic view of inter- 
pretation so clearly and so well. 

“And there is every reason for the 
conclusion that the great theme and sub- 
ject of this book is the coming of Christ, 
the Apocalypse of Himself, His own per- 
sonal manifestation and unveiling in the 
scenes and administrations of the great 
day of the Lord. 

Having quoted the great scholars of the 
past, supporting this view, he states: 

“And it is thus against all the laws of 
speech, and against the whole usus lo- 
quendi of the sacred writers, to under- 
stand the inspired title of this book as 
referring to anything but the revelation, 
or personal manifestation, of Jesus Christ 
in the great day of judgment, as every- 
where foretold in the Holy Scriptures.” 
To go on with our superlatives, Seiss 

gives us a veritable encyclopedia on each 
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verse, phrase, and word. His treatment of 
the word “apocalypse,” in the opening 
verse, takes us through all the references 
possible to show us this word in its true 
light. Every symbol is thus treated. The 
reviewer has not seen anything to compare 
with the exhaustive nature of this com- 
mentary. The ignorant of the “Revelation,” 
will be delighted, for Seiss has not only 
furnished him with the tools of study, but 
also the ground where he is to dig for the 
truth. 

For the preacher who is tired of sermons, 
and who has decided to feed his flock with 
Biblical exposition, “The Apocalypse” is 
just what his deacons should give him. 
Each part of the text is divided into com- 
plete units of expository thought, the steps 
in the unit being clearly outlined. Four- 
teen columns of index help the unseasoned 
expositor to master with ease those sections 
of the “Revelation” which seem most diffi- 
cult. The index serves as a doctrinal guide 
to “The Apocalypse” which enables him to 
see at a glance the progress of the great 
doctrines in this last book of the Bible. 

Seiss, after exhaustively explaining a 
point, has the happy faculty of summing 
up his findings in terse, precise sentences. 
Thus: 


“With the meaning of this word— 
“apocalypse”—thus established, what can 
that book be, of which it is descriptive, 
but an account of the revelation of Christ 
in His personal forthcoming from His 
present invisible estate, to receive His 
Bride, judge the wicked, and set up His 
eternal kingdom on the earth?” 


And this good sentence concerning the 
agents of the Revelation: 


“Given of God, sent by Christ, signified 
by an angel, they were finally recorded 
by John, and by him communicated to 
the churches.” 


Seiss has furnished us with a revised text 
of “The Revelation” in his “Apocalypse,” 
which brings out the shades of meaning 
from the Greek text. Space forbids further 
praise. You may feel that the price is steep. 
Before turning away, remember, when you 
purchase this book, you buy not something 
which, upon opening the can turns out to 
be waterlogged fruit, but you purchase in 
“The Apocalypse” of J. A. Seiss, fresh fruit, 
from the tree of the Spirit, which will cause 
you to know the Book that you might make 
Him known. 

R. L. K. 


GREAT PULPIT MASTERS 
(Volumes 1 and 2) 


Fleming H. Revell Company, N. Y., N. Y., 
2 v., $2.25 per vol. 


The publishers of this series, knowing 
something of the power of the printed page, 
have planned a long list of uniformly 
bound books of sermons by some of the 
well known and much-used pulpit masters 
of the past. Subsequent volumes will in- 
clude the writings of R. A. Torrey, Gypsy 
Smith, A. J. Gordon, F. B. Meyer, G. Camp- 
bell Morgan, Andrew Murray, I. M. Halde- 
man, and others. 


Volume 1 contains —— of the early 
sermons of Dwight L. Moody, a man who 
pteached as a dying man to dying men, and 
to whom a life beyond the grave was in- 
tensely real. In these sermons Moody still 
lives, for the reader can feel something of 
the beloved evangelist’s passion for the 
souls of men. The messages are Scriptural, 
hence they are vital and intensely practical. 
The sermons are both textual and topical, 
and of the twenty, there are five based on 
Old Testament passages. 

The challenge is extended to saint and 
sinner alike. The first sermon entitled 
“Courage and Enthusiasm” calls upon God's 

ple to arise with courage and boldness 
to the Church’s unfinished task. The need 
for evangelism at home and abroad is 
clearly set forth. It is sermons like this 
one that God is using to awaken dead 
churches and to rekindle the fire in cold 
hearts. If some will say that Moody was 
enthusiastic, then we need to pray that 
God will baptize us with that same spirit 
of enthusiasm. 

Two messazes on the blood. one each 
from the Old and New Testaments, show 
Mr. Moody’s ability to preach doctrinal 
sermons that both feed the believer and 
show the sinner God’s plan of salvation. 
Indeed this great preacher was a man of 
one Book, and that Book was the Bible. 
His appeals were urgent and his chief aim 
was to lead men to surrender all to Jesus 
Christ. A few errors in grammar and type 
should be corrected before another edition 
is sent forth. 

Volume 2 contains sixteen sermons from 
the pen of that great English pulpit mas- 
ter, Charles Haddon Spurgeon. Only two 
of these sermons appear in the sixty-three 
volumes of the Metropolitan Tabernacle 
Pulpit series, and these are worth reading 
and studying again even if one has gone 
over them before. 

An outstanding feature of this volume 
is the author’s amazing capacity to develop ~ 
one great theme from a diversified group 
of texts. All sixteen of these messages are 
Communion addresses, the texts having 
been selected from both Old and New Tes- 
taments. In everv sermon Christ is exalted, 
and in almost half of these the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ appears in the titles. 
They are peculiarly Christ-o-centric. 

Mr. Spurgeon’s versatility in sermon 
planning is another feature of this vol- 
ume. While he preached from the whole 
Bible, his approach to and development of 
his sermons vary. The minister and lay- 
man alike will find these messages both in- 
formative and ‘instructive. The old time 
simplicity and power such as mark the 
sermons in this book need to be revived in 
much of our present day saneititen “ 


LETTERS TO YOUNG CHURCHES 


A Translation of the New Testament 
Epistles 
J. B. PHILLIPS 


The Macmillan Company, N. Y., N. Y., 
$2.50; xv, 225 pages. 


To appreciate this book one must 
beyond the introduction of C. S. Lewis. 
Fundamentalists will be pleased by Lewis’ 
introduction, in fact, they may purchase 
the book on the strength of it. However, 
the point of view of the author upon the 
subject of inspiration gives this reviewer a 
dim opinion of this work. 

In the translator’s preface, Phillips states 
the following: 


“The present translator who has 
closely studied these letters for several 
33 








years is struck by two things. First, their 
surprising vitality. Without holding fun- 
damentalists’ views on “inspiration,” he 
is continually struck by the living qual- 
ity of the material on which he is work- 
ing . . . Secondly, he is struck by the 
extraordinary unanimity of the letters.” 

Though the author recognizes two cre- 
dentials for the fundamentalist view on 
“inspiration,” he would detach himself 
from that point of view. This helps us to 
understand his following remark: 

“The terrific ‘fuss’ made about sin and 
salvation, and the insistence on the only 
safe approach to God being through 
Christ, are both due to this acute sense 
of the peril of a sinful being coming 
within range, as it were, of the blazing 
light and purity of God.” 

Though the author puts the word “fuss” 
in quotes, we feel that he identifies himself 
with those who feel that Paul was a little 
too rigorous in his denouncing of sin. 
We call these passages to mind for in the 
following translation of the epistles, -we be- 
lieve we note this liberal influence. Phillips 
protects himself by calling his work a para- 
phrase, but in some places we think he has 
twisted the text in the interests of his 

remise. For example in Romans 3:23, we 

ave, 

“Every one has sinned, every one has 
fallen short of the beauty of God’s plan.” 
This is not a paraphrase which the Greek 

text permits. Paul would make it very defi- 
nite, it is “the glory of God,” which we 
have missed. Phillips gives us the feeling 
of lowered sights. 

However, we do have an excellent trans- 
lation in verse 20, where he refers to the 
laws as a “straight-edge” that shows how 
crooked we are. 

We feel that Phillips demonstrates his 
liberal view of inspiration in his transla- 
tion of Hebrews 1:1, 2: 

“God, who ve to our forefathers 
many different glimpses of the truth in 
the words of the prophets, has now, at 
the end of the present age, given us the 
Truth in the Son.” 


The Truth sounds good! But not good 
enough. The Greek text gives us distinctly 
the idea of verbal utterance. He “spake” 
through the prophets, not in the words of 
the prophets. He “spake” in the Son. In 
this connection, we feel that 2 Peter 1:21 
has been weakened also. 


“No prophecy came because a man 
wanted it to: men of God spoke because 
they were inspired by the Holy Spirit. 
“Men of God” may mean anyone in the 

light of a liberal premise. 

This translation of the epistles has many 
brilliant renderings which should be used. 
But at points, the translation is quite bil- 
lious. Only one who is familiar with the 
Greek text should use this text carelessly. 

R. L. K. 


THE LIGHT IN DARK AGES 
By RAYMOND EDMAN 


Van Kampen Press, Wheaton, IIl. 
435 pp. $4.00. 


This book is a “must” for a student of 
history and should be heralded generally 
by Evangelicals as one of the most impor- 
tant books in this field. It contains the 
history of eighteen centuries of Christian 
missions from the giving of the Great Com- 
mission to the beginning of modern mis- 
sions under William Carey. It is not a 
church history but an interpretation of the 
missionary enterprise in its historical pros- 
pective with the reasons for its successes 
and failures. 
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As a textbook it would be useful because 
ofits full bibliography, accurate index, ex- 
planatory footnotes, and true perspective. 
The author has used judiciously modern 
interpretations of history in treating the 
“Dark Ages” throwing new light on this 
period. The chapters “Fire from Ireland” 
and “Candle Lights” will bring a new and 
refreshing story to most readers of the 
faithful testimony to the Lord Jesus Christ 
in pre-reformation times. 

R. J. M. 


WHO DO MEN SAY THAT I AM? 
By T. STANLEY SOLTAU 


Van Kampen Press, Wheaton, IIl. 
112 pp. $1.50. 

In answer to the question in the title the 
author takes the verdicts which are ren- 
dered in the Scripture by different people 
who saw Christ Jesus face to face and 
weaves them into an eloquent testimony 
to the unique Person whom it concerns. 
Each of the eighteen chapters begins with 
the title “The Verdict of . . .” 

Although not a book of sermons, these 
studies could be very suggestive in sermon 
preparation. This is a book that could be 
put into the hands of an earnest inquirer 
as it is elementary and carefully written. 
The last chapter entitled “Your Verdict” 
places the responsibility of decision on the 
reader’s doorstep. 

R. J. M. 


Who hires a watchman and then sits up for 
fear of thieves? Why have a watchman if | 
cannot trust him to watch? Cast thy burden 
upon the Lord, but when thou hast done so, 
leave it with the Lord, and do not try to 
carry it thyself. 
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A Window on the World 


(Continued from page 16) 


Life says, “The ancient tombs which 
the Vatican diggers found below St. 
Peter’s yielded, along with testimony 
to the age-old [but only from the early 
middle ages, do not be deceived] Cath- 
olic beliefs, a wealth of pagan art.” 
There are magnificent pictures of an- 
cient Roman sculpture and frescoes, in- 
cluding an Egyptian wall painting, 
showing that a certain tomb had once 
been used for the burial of an Egyptian 
living in Rome. _Rome was the New 
York of its day, and at a time when 
there could be no shipment of bodies, 
there were burials of travelers who 
died in Rome, and who had come from 
every part of the Roman world. It was 
certainly by the means of such travel- 
ers that the Church of Jesus Christ was 
established in Rome. 

Every testimony of the Scriptures 
(e.g. Acts 4:4; 6:1, 6:7) shows that 
the early church increased rapidly. 
Acts 8:4 shows that the persecutions 
scattered the church “everywhere” and 
that they went preaching the Gospel. 
It is certain, absolute, and positive that 
this persecution, scattering and preach- 
ing took place long before Peter had 
left Jerusalem. It happened before he 
had even used the kevs the second 
time to open the Gospel door to the 
Gentiles (Acts 10). It was this scat- 
tering that undoubtedly took the Gos- 
pel to Rome, and believers met to- 
gether there and the church was found- 
ed and well-established and well-known 
throughout the Christian world years 
before Paul reached the city, and long 
before Paul even wrote to the Romans 
telling them that he had heard of their 
faith and wanted to stop to see them on 
his proposed iourney to Spain. 

Let the Bible itself settle the fact 
that Peter did not found the church in 
Rome. The bones which Rome will 
parade one of these days, and before 
which thousands will prostrate them- 
selves in the dust, are a Satanic hoax, 
and a part of the growth of the “great 
whore” that shall come to power, rid- 
ing on the beast (Rev. 17). 


Somerset Maugham, in his in- 
troduction to a new edition of his 
work Cakes and Ale, tells how he 
took Hugh Walpole as the model 
for one of his characters much to 
the distress of that author, who 
could easily see himself in the 
caricature that Maugham had 
drawn. It is the difference between 
a character in literature and a 
character in the Bible. One man 
can find himself in a caricature 
drawn by a human novelist, but 
in the characters drawn by God 
every man can see himself. 
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The divine pen has sketched an 
Abraham who was willing to teach 
his wife to lie to save his own 
skin; a Jacob who was full of 
trickery; a Moses who with hot 
head reached out to murder; a 
David who dallied at home in lust 
and sent out an order to murder 
in order to protect his crime; a 
Peter who follows afar off and 
denies his Lord. These characters 
are life—universal life, and we 
recognize ourselves, each one of 
us, man or woman, in the divine 
portraiture. One reason for this 
is that the human novelists always 
portray their characters with some 
details that exclude most people 
and bring down the identification 
to one man. But God paints his 
portraits with the universal inks 
of human nature and every man 
sees himself in the mirror of the 
divine truth. 


One of the outstanding Christian 
leaders of China is Leland Wang who 
was wonderfully saved from Confu- 
cianism at the age of 27 and who rap- 
idly became one of the real spiritual 
leaders of China. He was in the U. S. 
A. at the time of the collapse of China 
and has returned to the island of Java 
where he worked before the war in 
connection with the Chinese Foreign 
Missionary Society. It may seem 
strange to some that the Chinese 
Church has a Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety, but this is a fact and for many 
years Chinese missionaries have been 
the most effective workers in the vast 
fields of the Dutch East Indies. Many 
people do not realize that there are 
tens of millions of Malays on these 
quarter of a million islands—forty mil- 
lions on the island of Java alone. 

Mr. Wang writes, “The door in 
China is closing fast.” This means also 
that all of the mission work of the 
Chinese in the Dutch East Indies is no 
longer supported from the mainland. 
The budget is approximately $1000 a 
month for the entire field and half of 
that is being raised locally. Many of 
the churches in the Indies are already 
self supporting. There must be some 
helo from America, however, and we 
wish to do all that we can to help. 

If there are those who are burdened 
for this section of the Lord’s harvest, 
we shall be glad to forward the gifts. 
Money cannot be sent directly on ac- 
count of exchange regulations, but we 
have a way whereby money can reach 
Mr. Wang and the faithful Chinese 
missionaries in the Indies. Any check 
sent to us made out to the EVANGELI- 
CAL FOUNDATION. INC., and 
marked for the CHINESE FOREIGN 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY, is deducti- 
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ble for income tax purposes and will 
reach the field without deduction. 
The court in Mineola, Long Is- 
land, New York, has decided that 
the Long Island railroad was right 
in discharging Thomas Defina, a 
crossing watchman, for absenting 
himself from his post at a time 
when a train was due to pass. Not 
only was Defina discharged by the 
railroad, but he was arrested by 
the court and charged with the 
misdemeanor of neglect of duty 
and fined. The court held that his 
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action had endangered the lives of 
motorists who might have passed 
that way. And do Christians think 
that the Lord will not hold them 
responsible if they neglect their 
duty of warning sinners of eternal 
doom? Can a Christian be saved 
and live in ease without witnessing 
to those around him who are in 
eternal peril? When Habakkuk 
heard that God was going to judge 
men he tells us that his belly trem- 
bled, his lips quivered at the voice 
and rottenness entered into his 
bones at the thought that he could 
be at ease in a moment when God 
a going to judge men (Hab. 3: 
16). 

In Chattanooga, Tenn., considerable 
controversy arose because Protestant 
ministers passed a resolution refusing 
to endorse or encourage Protestant peo- 
ple to support a Roman Catholic ee 
pital for the city. The usual rash of 
criticism broke out against the “intol- 
erance” of the Protestants. 

The best answer we have seen to 
such a charge was published by the 
Chattanooga News-Free Press, in-a 
letter to the Editor, written by the 
Rev. W. G. Foster, Jr., pastor of the 
Presbyterian Church in Alexandria, La. 
This pastor, who formerly had been a 
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pastor in- Chattanooga, intervened to 
quote from the Catholic manual for the 
operation of hospitals by the Roman 
Catholic Church. The Catholics have 
published the following: “The request 
of a non-Catholic patient for a minister 
of his own religion presents some 
minor difficulties. The Catholic nurse 
realizes that there is only one true 
church of Christ and she firmly be- 
lieves that the Roman Catholic Church 
is that church. She cannot regard, 
therefore, any other church either as 
the church of Christ or as the true re- 
ligion in its entirety. For these reasons 
she may not assist any person in the 
practice of what she is convinced is a 
false religion” . (Father McFadden, 
Medical Ethics for Nurses). 

Dr. Foster then turns the point very 
neatly by saying, “The controversy can 
be completely silenced with the full co- 
operation of the Protestant Pastors’ As- 
sociation by one letter. Let the Catho- 
lic Church officially publish a letter in 
which they openly declare the following 
three points: 1) That the Protestant 
Church is a valid branch of the church 
of God and is entitled to equal rights 
and consideration with the Catholic 
Church. 2) That Protestant ministers 
are true ministers of Christ and that all 
Catholic personnel will be instructed to 
give them full cooperation in their 
work. 3) That in the hospital both 
groups will cooperate in services ren- 
dered.” 

Dr. Foster then wisely concludes: 
“Can a group that is receiving public 
money do any less than this? If they 
will not do it, who is intolerant?” This 
reference may be useful to you when 
someone asks you to contribute to a 
Romanist institution of some sort. 


The recent elections in Belgium 
concerning the return of King 
Leopold to the throne have an in- 
teresting side light that has not 
been given prominence in the 
newspapers. Belgium is a land of 
two languages, French and Flem- 
ish, and the capital, Brussels, is 
dominated by the culture of the 
French side. The Flemish are 
among the most bigoted of the 
Roman Catholics in Europe, and 
their mentality might be consid- 
ered religiously beneath that of 
the mentality of Spain. The vote 
of the nation on the matter of the 
king was as follows: The French 
or Walloon side of the country 
voted 58% against the king and 
42% for him. The city of Brussels 
voted 52% against the king and 
48% for him. Such margins are 
more than enough to settle an 
election in a country like the 
United States. But it was the vote 
of the Flemish Catholics, 72% for 


the king and 28% against him, 
that carried the nation by its ma- 
jority in favor of the king. The 
total vote was 2,933,382 (57.7%) 
for the king and 2,151,881 
(42.3%) against him. We know 
that Belgium was a part of the 
Old Roman Empire, and accord- 
ing to Daniel’s prophecies will be 
under the rule of the Antichrist at 
the time of the end. It is to be ex- 
pected that fascism in some form 
shall, therefore, dominate that 
land before the end. 


The Hiss trial followed by the con- 
fessions of the high-ranking scientist, 
Klaus Fuchs, shows that there can be 
traitors in very high places. We believe 
that there are still some traitors in po- 
sitions influential enough to turn in- 
vestigation away from fellow-travelers. 
In 1946 Premier Mackenzie King of 
Canada gave to President Truman a 
secret memorandum compiled by Igor 
Gouzenko, the Soviet coding clerk who 
broke the Canadian spy case, contain- 
ing the names of the principal Soviet 
agents in key places in the U. S. Gov- 
ernment. As yet the memorandum has 
never been made public. 

In the published confession of Klaus 
Fuchs there is a remarkable paragraph 
that gives a clear testimony to Chris- 
tian principles as recognized by an un- 
regenerate man who does not compre- 
hend what he is saying. After saying 
that he had learned to divide his mind 
into two compartments and to live as a 
Communist in one side and as one of 
the top-flight atomic scientists in the 
other, Fuchs says that finally he began 
to question his position. He then found 
men of character whom he did not un- 
derstand: “Since coming to Harwell I 
have met English people of all kinds 
and I have come to see in many of 
them a deep-rooted firmness which en- 
ables them to live a decent life. I don’t 
know where this springs from, and I 
don’t think they do, but it is there.” 

The answer is to be found in the 
over-all pervading atmosphere of the 
Gospel in Great Britain, which still 
clings to every part of the fabric of 
British life like the ointment on Mary’s 
hair. Some of them know where the 
source of their decency is, for they 
have it in personal faith; others hold 
it from ancestors, and have remnants 
of it by tradition. But it is a decency 
that will disappear when philosophies 
that are alien to Christianity begin to 
take root in the mind. 


A concerted effort is being 
made against Christianity by seek- 
ing to attack it on lines of racial 
and religious discrimination. Af- 
ter the recent attack on Lafayette 
College which had received a be- 
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quest of about $150,000 for the 
education of non-Catholics and 
Jews, the board of trustees of that 
institution was forced into the po- 
sition of refusing the money. Let 
us imagine what would have been 
the case if someone had left a like 
amount to Notre Dame for the in- 
struction of non-Protestants and 
Jews. Why shouldn’t Protestant 
money be left for the education of 
Protestants? 

Now another case has come up 
in Connecticut. The Visiting 
Nurses Association of Hartford, 
Inc., has rejected a bequest of 
$5,000 from the estate of the late 
Miss Annie E. Trumbull, because 
the use of the money was limited 
in the will to Protestant Patients.” 
The president of the Association, 
Mrs. Hogard E. Critchfield, said, 
“One of the fundamental princi- 
ples of public health nursing is 
that it should be given without 
distinction as to race, color, or 
creed, and, on this basis, it was 
felt that we could not accept the 
bequest.” 

This is outrageous for the Bible 
definitely teaches that it is the 
duty of Christians to provide first 
for their own. “As you have op- 
portunity, do good to all men, but 
especially to them that are of the 
household of faith” (Gal. 6:10). 
The Editor would appreciate very 
much receiving from readers any 
newspaper clippings showing wills 
leaving money to specifically Cath- 
olic charities or svecifically Jew- 
ish charities, with designations for 
their use that show that the donor 
desired that his money go for the 
use of students or patients of Jew- 
ish or Catholic faith. It is time 
that Protestants should realize 
that they are being pushed more 
and more into a corner. 


Yesterday’s Books 
(Continued from page 21) 

In 1842 there appeared in three vol- 
umes a further edition of the “Com- 
mentary” by Robert Hawker, D.D., Vi- 
car of Charles, Plymouth. It had been 
first published in 1816 in four volumes 
on the New Testament and in 1822 in 
six volumes on the Old. It was origi- 
nally called “The Poor Man’s Com- 
mentary.” 

The author was a west-countryman 
born in 1753. He intended to under- 
take a medical career, but was con- 
verted some time before 1778 and went 
to Oxford to prepare for ordination. 
His whole ministry was spent in the 
west country till his death in 1827. He 
was one of the most powerful and pop- 
ular preachers of his time, and so in- 


. 
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terested in evangelism that he founded 
a society for giving tracts, which 
seems to have had a useful period of 
service. 

Dr. Hawker was a man of uncom- 
mon spiritual insight and depth of de- 
votion, as will be seen from the fol- 
lowing quotations from his commen- 
tary. On Leviticus 16:6 he says: “The 
Apostle Paul, who was ordained by the 
Holy Ghost to explain the whole of 
this memorable service to the Church, 
hath drawn several very striking lines 
of distinction, in order to show both 
the agreement which the Jewish cere- 
mony carried with it to the Christian 
sacrifice: and no less the vast dissimi- 
larity. The Jewish high priest offered 
first for his own sins, and then for the 
sins of the people. This he needed, be- 
cause he was himself a sinner. But our 
Jesus, being holy, harmless, undefiled, 
and separate from sinners, needed no 
sacrifice for Himself. The Jewish high 
priest entered into the holy place, but 
once in every year. Our Jesus hath en- 
tered once for all, having obtained 
eternal redemption for His people. The 
Jewish high priest entered into the 
holy place, with the blood of others. 
Our Jesus, with His own blood. The 
Jewish high priest was obliged to re- 
peat this service every year testifying 
thereby the weakness and insufficiency 
of it. Our high Priest, by the offering 
of His precious body, an offering for 
sin once for all, hath for ever perfect- 
ed thereby them that are sanctified. 
These things are beautifully explained 
to us by the Holy Ghost Himself, 
through the ministry of the apostle; 
and we never can be sufficiently thank- 
ful to Him for it. See Heb. 9 through- 
out; Heb. 10:10-14.” 

Here is a paragraph from his “Re- 
flections” which appear at the end of 1 
John 3: “Who can contemplate the 


love of God, as set forth in this chap- 


ter, in adopting sinners into His family, 
and calling them sons of God, without 
being overwhelmed in the view. To 
behold some of the Lord’s family, in- 
digent and poor in all the worldly ac- 
commodations of this life; and yet by 
regeneration, to know them to be kings 
and priests to God the Father! They 
are indeed unnoticed, unregarded, yea, 
often despised by the great ones of the 
earth; and yet considered in Christ it 
may be said of them; of whom the 
world is not worthy! And though 
overlooked and disowned now, what 
will be the consternation of the un- 
godly at that great day, when they 
shall behold them in the likeness of 
Him, in whose image they will arise.” 

In 1819 appeared the eleventh and 
last edition of “Expository Notes upon 
the New Testament” by William Bur- 
kitt, M.A., Vicar of Dedham, Essex. 
The author lived from 1650- 1703, and 
even the first edition of this work was 
published posthumously. He was the 
son of Rev. Michael Burkitt of St. Ed- 
mund Hall, Oxford, who was led from 
high churchmanship into Evangelical 
nonconformity, suffering much loss for 
his faith and principles. “Though,” he 
said, “I have lost many scores of 
pounds by my nonconformity, yet, 
blessed be God, I never wanted.” His 
son was converted as a boy at school 
during an attack of smallpox, and after 
passing through Pembroke Hall, Cam- 
bridge, was ordained at an early age 
in the Church of England. His min- 
istry was in Suffolk until 1692, and 
from then until his death at Dedhang, 
Essex. He was a true and definite 
Evangelical. 

The “Expository Notes” consist of 
the author’s sermon notes. Here is his 
note on Matthew 11:28: “Here we 
have a sweet invitation, backed with a 
gracious encouragement: Christ invites 
such as are weary of the burden of sin, 
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of the slavery of Satan, of the yoke of 
the ceremonial law, to come unto Him 
for rest and ease; and, as an encour- 
agement, assures them, that upon com- 
ing to Him, they should find rest. 
Learn, 1. That sin is the soul’s labo- 
rious burden; Come unto me, all ye 
that labour. Labouring supposes a bur- 
den to be laboured under; this burden 
is sin’s guilt. 2. That such as come to 
Christ for rest, must be laden sinners. 
3. That laden sinners not only may, but 
ought to come to Christ for rest; they 
may come, because invited; they ‘ought 
to come, because commanded. 4. That 
the laden sinner, upon his coming, 
shall find rest. 

“Note here, that to come to Christ 
in the phrase of the New Testament 
is to believe in Him, and to. become 
one of His disciples. ‘He that cometh 
unto me shall not hunger, he that be- 
lieveth on me shall not thirst’? (John 
6:35).” 

The long note upon Romans 3:24-26 
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is so good that it is difficult to know 
what to select from it. Here is its con- 
clusion. “The apostle would have us 
take notice that our justification is an 
act of justice as well as mercy, and 
that God, as He is a just God, cannot 
condemn the believer since Christ had 
satisfied for his sins. O blessed be 
God! that pardon of sin is built upon 
that very attribute, the justice of God, 
which is so affrighting and dreadful to 
the offending sinner. 

“This attribute, which seemed to be 
the main bar against remission, is now 
become the very ground and reason 
why God remits. Hence said St. John, 
God is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins; faithful with respect to His 
ewn promise, and just with respect to 
His Son’s satisfaction. Who then can 
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lay anything to the charge of God’s 
elect when justice itself doth justify 
them? Behold here the sweet harmony 
of the divine attributes in justifying 
and pardoning the believer! One at- 
tribute is not robbed to pay another: 
neither is one attribute raised upon the 
ruin of another: but justice and mercy 
both triumph. And well might the jus- 
tice of God triumph, for never was it 
thus honoured before, to have such a 
person as the Son of God stand at its 
bar, and such a sum as His Son’s blood 
paid down at once, by way of satisfac- 
tion, to its due demands. O glorious 
and all-wise contrivance! whereby God 
made sufficient reparation of His hon- 
our, for the vindication of His holiness, 
and for the manifestation of His eter- 
nal salvation of all repenting and be- 
lieving sinners, to the end of the 
world.” 


The Master and His Men 
(Continued from page 27) 
ness-bearing as unique in character 
and form as his own fellowship with 
the Master is unique. These men 
“came to Him,” life began for them, 
and their story is written for our 

learning! 

There is room for us all, for each 
of us with our individual history and 
temperament, with our own peculi- 
arity and capacity in the fellowship 
of the King and the service of the 
Kingdom. And there is only one 
test of qualification “Lovest thou 
Me enough to trust Me?” 


Daily Meditations 
(Continued from page 25) 
May 18 
DUST THOU ART, AND UNTO DUST 
SHALT THOU RETURN (3:19) 

The first man had a low origin and 
sin brought him to a low destiny. This 
speaks of the body, for “Dust thou art, to 
dust returnest, was not spoken of the 
soul.” Man would live to see the soul 
and spirit move out of the body of a 
loved one and be left with cold clay. He 
would kiss the brow of the loved one and 
be chilled to the heart. He would be 
reminded by the greatest of all remind- 
ers that sin means death. This was the 
lesson that God had to teach the race if 
He were going to teach the greater lesson 
that sin’s effects could be destroyed by 
the death of the Saviour. For God gives 
salvation when we by faith lay hold on 
the truth that He alone is God, and 
alone can bring life out of death. 

LORD, MAY WE LEARN. 
May 19 


EVE; BECAUSE SHE WAS THE 
MOTHER OF ALL LIVING (3:20) 

As a matter of fact she was not the 
mother of anybody. There had been no 
birth before the fall, nor had there been 
conception. This is shown in the first 
verse of the next chapter. Moreover, Eve 
was not the name which God gave the 
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woman. He saw her as a part of Adam 
and called her by her husband’s name 
(Gen. 5:2). Eve is not a name, it is a 
title. It means “mother.” Adam was 
walking by faith. He had heard God 
say that the seed of the woman should 
bruise the serpent’s head, and he believed 
that their only hope lay in a child. How 
much he saw of Christ we do not know, 
but certainly he believed God and by 
faith called his companion mother, in 
the hope of promise. 
LORD, MAY WE BELIEVE WHERE WE 
CANNOT SEE. 

May 20 


THE LORD GOD MADE COATS OF 
SKINS AND CLOTHED THEM (3:21) 


This is the third garment worn by man 
in this chapter. He had been clothed in 
light and lost it by sin. He had made 
fig leaf substitutes and had been found 
naked. Now for the first time in the uni- 
verse blood is shed, and it is shed by God 
Himself. In order to have the skins of 
animals it is necessary to slay them. This 
God did, and it would be difficult to find 
a simpler object lesson to show us that 
it would take the death of the Saviour, 
Son of God, in order to clothe us with a 
righteousness which is not our own, but 
which would come from Him by virtue 
of His atoning death. How are you 
dressed? We have no light in ourselves. 
Our works and character are all fig leaves. 
Only the righteousness of God in Christ 
can be our wedding garment that can 
keep us from being cast into outer dark- 
ness (Mt. 22:11-13). 

LORD, CLOTHE US WITH CHRIST. 


May 21 


THE MAN IS BECOME AS 
ONE OF US (3:22) 


The likeness was certainly not to that 
of any of God’s wonderful attributes. It 


we grow the truer that fact becomes. God 
would come in Christ and establish an- 
other tree of life through death, and 
through that death He would destroy 
him that had the power of death, the 
Devil (Heb. 2:14). Then we could eat 
of the tree of life with safety, for our 
death would have been swallowed up in 
His death and His life would be given as 
our life. 

LORD, MAY WE FEED ON CHRIST. 


May 23 
THE LORD GOD SENT HIM FORTH 
FROM THE GARDEN OF EDEN (3:23) 

It had now been demonstrated that en- 
vironment could do nothing for man. 
There are those who think that the ills 
of our day are caused by the bad en- 
vironment of children in the slums, or 
in some other place where circumstances 
are not just what the theorists desire. 
But environment can change nothing. 
Tie baby ribbons around a well-washed 
piglet and put him in a parlor and see 
which will change first, the pig or the 


parlor. God’s power is available in just 
the circumstances where you find your- 
self today. Do not dream of what might 
have been if you had been born else- 
where or had made a different type of 
marriage. Contentment comes from the 
changed heart and not from the outer 
circumstances. 

LORD, BE THOU MY CONTENTMENT. 


May 24 
HE DROVE OUT THE MAN (3:24) 

It would seem that the man wanted to 
remain in the place of pleasant surround- 
ings rather than walk in the will of God. 
God knew that the way to up is down. 
Man had not learned that lesson. The 
history of the human race would scarcely 
suffice to teach that truth. He that hum- 
bleth himself shall be exalted, and he 
that exalteth himself shall be abased 
(Lk. 14:11, etc.). How often it is neces- 
sary for God to drive us out of an ap- 
parent good in order to bring us to the 
place of real good. Abraham ran to Egypt 
instead of staying in the land of promise. 
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was merely that man now knew a great 
fact that he had not known before. He 


<S Fem Oe Oe OD De ODO HD 


aww 


did not know that fact perfectly, and it 
would take the race thousands of years to 
learn the folly of it, but man now knew 
that there was a difference between good 
and evil. Long after God would say of 
them, “For My people is foolish, they 
have not known Me; they are sottish chil- 
dren, and they have none understanding; 
they are wise to do evil, but to do good 
they have no knowledge” (Jer. 4:22). If 
a man stepped off an airplane wing at 
20,000 feet, without a parachute, he 
would be up in the air like a pilot, but 
could do nothing about it. The pilot 
could see him and say, “The man is be- 
come as one of us, to know altitude and 
gravity.” But there would be no power 
to maintain altitude and no power to 
avoid gravity. 

LORD, HOLD US UP. 
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Death forced Ruth to her salvation and realized that the Cherubim were the sup- 
motherhood in the line of the Messiah. ports of God’s glory and majesty (Ezek. 
In giving up Lazarus, Mary and Martha 9, 10). Any angel of the lowest rank 
received Lazarus and Christ. When God could have dealt with Adam. The flam- 
drives you, run gladly before Him. He ing sword was pointed against Satan to 
drives to peace and not to evil (Jer. keep him from destroying the way, the 
29:11). altar, which God had set up. Before 
LORD, TAME US. World War II President Roosevelt armed 
merchant ships, saying that we were “de- 
termined to keep the way to Iceland.” 
It was to keep it open and free for our 
use. So the Cherubim worked in behalf 
of Adam that he might have access to 
the altar, perhaps where God had pro- 
vided the coats of skins. 

LORD, MAY WE KNOW HOW WEL- 
COME WE ARE. 


May 25 
CHERUBIMS, AND A FLAMING — 

SWORD . . . TO KEEP THE WAY (3:24) 
When I was a small boy I got the idea 
from a picture in a Sunday School leaf- 
let that the sword was pointed against 
Adam who was thus kept from sneaking 
back. When I learned the Scripture I 
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May 26 


THE WAY OF THE TREE OF LIFE (3:24) 


It was the picture of this scene at the 
gate of Eden which was put by Moses, 
at the command of God, on top of the 
ark (Ex. 25:18-22). The two Cherubim, 
facing each other, bent over the place 
were the shed blood was placed by the 
high Priest, once a year, on the day of 
atonement. God said, “There I will meet 
with thee, and I will commune with thee 
from above the mercy seat, from between 
the two Cherubims.” It was for this rea- 
son that God is called on several occa- 
sions, “Thou that dwellest between the 
Cherubims” (Psa. 80:1). He is our God; 
He is life; He dwells in mercy; He is 
love. As soon as man sinned He found 
him, He provided a Saviour, He opened 
a way back to Himself and guards that 
way jealously lest anyone should close 
it. We may come boldly (Heb. 4:16). 


LORD, MAY WE LIVE THERE TOO. 
May 27 


| HAVE GOTTEN A MAN FROM 
THE LORD (4:1) 


In Hebrew the true meaning is found. 
“I have gotten a man, even the deliver- 
er.” Poor Eve. She had heard the prom: 
ise concerning the seed of the woman 
(3:15) and had believed that her child 
would be the answer and that they would 
soon be back in Eden. So she called the 
baby, “Here he is!” for that is the mean- 
ing of Cain—‘“acquisition.” Poor Eve. 
The baby turned out to be a murderer. 
She was learning slowly what spiritual 
death really meant. She was wanting de- 
liverance, and a deliverer of her own 
making, but there was no true desire 
after the Lord Himself. The whole pur- 
pose of life is to wean us away from the 
earth and above all, from our own de- 
sires. Therefore, we must learn the ter- 
rible lesson of life that if we love any- 
thing for itself alone, even a child, it 
will turn out to be like Cain. But when 
we die to that which we hold most dear 
we live to it. 


LORD, TEACH US TO DESIRE THEE. 
May 28 


CAIN BROUGHT OF THE FRUIT OF 
THE GROUND (4:3) 


It is not that God despises fruit, but 
the blood must come first. If Cain had 
brought a lamb and then had said, 
“Lord, I love Thee so much, I want to 
bring a basket of beautiful fruit in ad- 
dition,” God would have given him all 
blessings. He attempted to have a religion 
of beauty without the recognition of the 
holiness and justice of God. God de- 
manded the fruit later (Lev. 19:24). But 
the blood must come first. To deny this 
order is te go in the way of Cain (Jude 
11), which begins with self-will in re- 
ligion and ends in murder and Hell. 
“There is a way which seemeth right 
unto a man, but the end thereof are the 
ways of death” (Prov. 14:12). We must 
not think of Cain as a gangster, but as a 
man in cutaway coat, with a flower in his 
lapel, who goes to church on Easter, but 
does not believe in the resurrection. 
LORD, MAY WE WALK THY WAY. 
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Shared Letter 


I wish to express my appreciation for your Bible Study Hour. 
It has been a source of deep inspiration and blessing to me. I cannot 
begin to express what your clear exposition of the Blessed Word 
means to me and my family. All of us listen eagerly and prayerfully 
and I have spoken to neighbors and friends who have promised to 


Thank you, 


If each listener to The Bible Study Hour should make this 
effort to tell friends and neighbors about the broadcast, our audience 
would soon be doubled. Are you doing your part to get others to 
listen that they too may be blessed by the hearing of God’s Word? 
















M. L. C. 

























If these broadcasts do not reach you, 
write at once for information as to how 
arrangements can be made for THE BIBLE 
STUDY HOUR in your community. 
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continuing The Bible Study Hour. 
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FIRSTLINGS OF THE FLOCK (4:4) 


May 29 


IN PROCESS OF TIME (4:3) 


God is a God of order. The Hebrew 
says, “at the end of days.” There is very 
piobably hidden in this word the ar- 
raugement of God for a special day for 
oflerings. We know from Hebrews 11:4 
that Abel’s offering was “by faith,” and 
therefore, through following a word of 
God, and therefore there must have been 
a day of atonement commanded by God. 
We must not see here the religious in- 
stitution of a seventh-day Sabbath as 
some would teach, for the Sabbath was 
never known until the time of Moses 
(Neh. 9:14). God gives to us a cycle of 
days, 30 that we may be reminded of him 
most forcibly in the arrangement of our 
lives. The first day of the week is our 
day, the day of the resurrection, and only 
those who are risen with Christ (Col. 
3:1) can live it acceptably to God. 


LORD, MAY WE BE DISCIPLINED. 


May 30 


AN OFFERING UNTO THE LORD (4:3) 


We are not to bring what seems best to 
us but what He desires. It is not enough 
to worship God in our own way, we must 
worship in His way. A Presidential 
Thanksgiving proclamation that calls 
upon every man to worship his god in 
his way is an offence to the true God. 
“They that worship Him must worship 
Him in Spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). 
In the book of Leviticus God outlined 
the plan of approach unto Himself down 
to the minutest detail. He was teaching 
the object lesson that He must be con- 
sidered and not our whims. For His way 
points to Christ in every part. And if 
a member of Adam’s race is to approach 
God, he must come through the grace of 
God by the way God has prepared. In 
the Old Testament it was through the 
offerings which He prescribed, for, in 
His mind they were the picture of Christ. 
the only way. 


LORD, WE BRING THEE CHRIST ALONE. 


31 


The Hebrew gives a beautiful thought, 
for it might be translated, “Abel brought 
the firstlings, and the fattest ones too.” 
He did not pick a scrawny, ill-favored 
beast, but brought first lambs, and the 
finest. Nothing is too good for our God, 
and He has a way of giving back to us 
double of anything we give to Him. Sur- 
render must never be of the undesirable, 
the unwanted, or the superfluous. There 
must be true sacrifice or there is no real 
offering. The highway to the cross was 
now firmly established. Here the first 
lamb is seen. One lamb for one man. 
Later, at the Passover, there will be one 
lamb for one household (Ex. 12). Then, 
on the day of atonement there will be 
one sacrifice for the nation (Lev. 16). 
Finally, it is Christ, who taketh away the 
sin of the world (John 1:29). The indi- 
vidual, the covenant family, the nation, 
the world; all are in God’s plan. 


LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR THY PLAN. 
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Walking with God 


(Continued from page 18) 


Many of you readers have legal 
minds, and know that a contract 
binds both parties. You not only 
agree to do your part, but it is a 
binding agreement. You say that is a 
legal matter; yes, but this which we 
are discussing is equally binding, 
and it affects the whole of your eter- 
nity. 

Some are eager just to make 
money, but they must know that 
they have to leave every cent behind. 
S. D. Gordon said, “A man may 
translate his life into gold and lose 
both; but he may translate gold into 
his life, and save both.” 

Have you had a fluoroscope ex- 
amination? Even the heart beat can 
be seen. Recently there has been a 
nation wide demand for chest X-rays. 
At the judgment seat of Christ, 
God’s X-rays will examine the soul. 
Your thoughts and motives will be 
exposed. As Paul said to the Corin- 
thians “Every man’s work shall be 
made manifest, for the day shall de- 
clare it, because it shall be revealed 
by fire; and the fire shall try every 
man’s work of what sort it is” (1 
Cor. 3:13). This refers solely to 
Christians, for only such will be per- 
mitted to be present at the judgment 
seat of Christ. The secret things of 
life will be exposed there in all their 
true perspective. You may say, “I 
love the Word of God,” but we must 
be very sure that we do love it, or we 
may be like the woman who, in her 
home, said to a Christian: “I believe 
this Bible from cover to cover,” and 
then she accidentally dropped the 
Bible upon the table and dust blew 
from it all over the room. 

If I am really walking with God, 
I will spend much time in prayer; 
the Word of God will be my daily 
delight; and to win souls will be my 
passion. 

Dear old Uncle Vassar was such a 
soul. It is said of him that one day 
he was waiting in a hotel lobby for 
a friend; and he saw a well-dressed 
woman, so he began to talk to her 
about his Lord. While he was talk- 
ing, a high military officer came up 
to her and said: “Are you ready, my 
dear?” She replied “Yes” and walked 
away with her husband. He asked 
her, “What was that man talking 
about so earnestly?” She replied, 
“Eternal things.” He said, “Why 
didn’t you tell him to mind his own 
business?” She answered, “If you 
had been there you would have 
known that it was his business.” 

Oh! that we may so walk with 
God in this critical hour that we will 
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not only get the real joy of living, 
but we will also impress those who 
come into contact with us that we 
are on the business of the King. 

E. M. Bounds touched the key- 
note when he wrote: “Man is God’s 
method. Man is looking for better 
methods, but God is looking for bet- 
ter men.” 

Let us ask ourselves the question: 
Are we walking in agreement with 
our beloved Lord, who paid such a 
terrific price for our salvation and 
our love? 

Only by putting Christ first in all 
things can true joy be ours. This is 
what our Lord desired to give us 
when He said: “That they might 
have My joy fulfilled in themselves.” 
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Tomorrow 
(Continued from page 13) 


nent. He is invited to speak in vari- 
ous centers where the question of 
this difference is not allowed to sepa- 
rate brethren in Christ. And while 
he, himself, holds definitely to one 
view, he will not allow that fact to 
exclude from his fellowship men 
who hold to a contrary view. Nor 
can he find this difference one that 
would cause him to exclude from the 
pages of this magazine men who are 
sound and scholarly on the great 
fundamentals of the faith but who 
might differ from him in a single 
point of the interpretation of Bibli- 
cal prophecy. In fact, in this very 
issue of ETERNITY there is one article 
written by a man who holds strongly 
to the pre-mil position. We believe 
that there are also articles by men 
who hold one of these positions but 
who spend little time on the prophe- 
tic angle of the Scriptures. 

The prefix a- is the Greek priva- 
tive that is found in such words as 
atheist, amoral, and agnostic and de- 
notes negation. An atheist is one 
who believes in no god. An amoral 
man is one who is not so much im- 
moral as a man who possesses no 
morals. An a-millenarian is one who 
believes that there will never be a 
kingdom of God upon the earth un- 
der the rule of Christ in His physical 
presence in Jerusalem, but who holds 
rather that all of the prophecies in 
the Bible which speak of the rule of 
Christ upon earth are actually being 
fulfilled in the rule of Christ within 
the Church today. 

I recently asked a theological semi- 
nary professor who is an a-mille- 
narian if it would be correct to ex- 
press his thought in the sentence 
above and he agreed that it would 
be correct. The a-mil would hold 
that when the Lord’s time does come 
for His intervention there will be 
the immediate judgment of all men 
and that this will be followed by 
the creation of the new Heavens and 
the new earth and the beginning of 
the eternal state. 

The pre-mil, as much as the a-mil, 
believes that Christ is ruling in the 
Church today but we will show later 
that the present rule of Christ in 
the mystery aspect of His kingdom 
does not preclude the fulfillment of 
the hundreds of prophecies in the 
Bible which speak of the literal 
reign of Christ on earth. The pre- 
mil holds that there will be a literal 
kingdom upon the earth in which 
the Lord shall rule in person as a 
final test of the total depravity of 
man, and that He will come before 
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(pre) this kingdom time to intro- 
duce it by a series of judgments upon 
the earth. 

While the Editor would repudiate 
the post-mil position as a great 
heresy which leads to the ultimate 
denial of many cardinal doctrines of 
the faith in all logic, he has the 
closest fellowship with many a-mils 
and believes that hundreds of them 
who receive this magazine will profit 
greatly from its pages without draw- 
ing back because of this one article 
each month which deals with the 
future from the point of view of one 
who believes that the Lord is actual- 
ly going to rule on this earth. 

If the student of the Scripture will 
act in accordance with Paul’s word 
concerning the Bereans, we believe 
he will be scriptural in his attitude 
and can find no small blessing from 
what we will set forth from time to 
time in this column. For the Bereans 
were more noble than the Christians 
at Thessalonica, the Word tells us, 
in that they received the word with 
all readiness of mind, and searched 
the Scriptures daily, whether those 
things were so (Acts 17:11). Could 
there be anything fairer than to ask 
our readers to hold this attitude? 

It is the Editor’s opinion that in 
the middle of the twentieth century 
with the Russian war in sight, with 
the A-bomb a fact and the H-bomb 
a possibility, it behooves many a 
minister to look more closely at the 
Scriptures, and we trust that we shall 
be able to furnish a light that will 
guide many into a sane, conservative 
attitude towards this most impor- 
tant study of the return of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. And as we study we 
shall be careful to present the posi- 
tion of any with whom we disagree 
as honestly and honorably as we 
know how, never setting up a straw- 
man of an absurd position and fight- 
ing against it, but showing, in love, 
where there is a divergence, and 
showing from Scripture why we take 
the position that we do. 

And we will never be influenced 
by the fact that this man or that man 
has held one or another position. 
Our authority in the Christian life is 
not a Reformer or a theologian of 
our own day, but always the eternal 
Word of God. We believe that there 
are some positions which theologians 
of the past have held which are 
not tenable today. Their error came 
from a local view of Scrivture held 
in the time and circumstances of the 
men who lived and wrote of the 
Word in days that are long gone by. 
And we are aware that men who 
come after us, if the Lord delays His 
coming, may look upon us as men of 
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the benighted mid-twentieth cen- 
tury, who did the best they could 
with the knowledge that was then 
available. 

There is always more truth to 
break forth from Scripture. Certain- 
ly the men of Luther’s day saw the 
doctrine of justification and imputa- 
tion in a clearer light than did those 
who preceded them. Certainly Cal- 
vin saw the sovereignty of God clear- 
er than his predecessors. Certainly 
Wesley saw the working of the Holy 
Spirit more clearly than those who 
had gone before him. In like man- 
ner the nineteenth century brought 
a clearer vision of world missions, 
and we believe that the nineteenth 
century also brought a clearer vision 
of the doctrine of future things. 

So, since we agree in the doctrines 
of man’s complete ruin in sin and in 
God’s perfect remedy in Christ, let 
us have the utmost love one toward 
another in the minor things in which 
we may differ, and go on together in 
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mutual love and esteem to study to 
show ourselves approved unto God, 
workmen that need not be ashamed, 
handling the Word of God rightly 
(2 Tim. 2:15). 


Churchill’s Memoirs 
(Continued from page 9) 


gap grow up between you and the peo- 
ple to whom you must minister your 
warnings. Continue to pester, nag and 
bite. Or as St. Paul put it, “Preach 
the Word; be instant in season, out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with 
all longsuffering and doctrine” (2 Tim. 
4:2). Cling to them. This is no time 
for reproaches or dignified farewells. 


ANY a failure has resulted from 

a half effort. When one commits 
oneself to a life it should be a total 
commitment. When the coup detat 
overthrew the regency of Prince Paul 
of Yugoslavia, there was a delirium of 
joy among the people in Belgrade for 
a few days. Hitler was furious and 
gave orders for the blitzkrieg against 
the country. In the silent days while 
it was preparing the forlorn group who 
had started things were not willing to 
turn the force of their army against 
the unprotected rear of the Italian 
forces in Albania and Greece. From 
them they could have seized vast stores 
of munitions which could have ar- 
mored the national cause for months. 
General Dill informed Eden that “the 
Government, for fear of the effect on 
the internal situation were determined 
to take no step which might be con- 
sidered provocative to Germany.” 


Churchill adds in the next sen- 
tence: “At this moment all the might 
of Germany within reach was descend- 
ing like an avalanche upon them.” How 
many people there are who call them- 
selves Christians and who refuse to 
act in accordance with their name. 
How few people have principles, and 
how few people that have principles 
are willing to stand for them even to 


the death. 


HERE are times in the service of 

the Lord when we know we have 
done our total best. We realize that, at 
the best, we are unprofitable servants, 
but there is often a deep satisfaction in 
knowing that we have gone through 
some matter for the Lord, surrendered 
to His will and yielded to His power. 
We even realize that the enemy has 
had a good mouthful of dust, which 
must always be his meat, and we are 
glad that the Lord let us spoon it to 
him 


Churchill illustrates the mood of 
exultation of a deed well done when he 
publishes his memorandum to Matsuo- 
ka of Japan, written on April 2, 1941, 
and outlining every danger and pit- 
fall that Japan might encounter if she 
risked war with Britain and the U. S. 
The document is highly illustrative of 
the political acumen of the Prime Min- 
ister. And when he has finished set- 
ting it forth in the present volume 
Churchill adds a proud sentence, of 
which we approve, “I was rather 
pleased with this when I wrote it, and 
I don’t mind the look of it now.” 


(To be continued) 
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Counting the Cost 
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was more than a few months old, the 
storm was breaking. The rulers “laid 
their hands on the apostles, and put 
them in the common prison” (Acts 
5:18). To Ananias, being called to 
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help Saul of Tarsus, God said, “For 
I will shew him how great things he 
must suffer for My name’s sake” 
(Acts 9:16). Peter writes his letters 
to suffering saints saying “If any man 
suffer as a Christian, let him not be 
ashamed; but let him glorify God on 
this behalf” (1 Pet. 4:16). “For even 
hereunto were ye called” (1 Pet. 
2:21). The epistle to the Hebrews 
was written to comfort suffering He- 
brew-Christians and the book of 
Revelation to those suffering ex- 
tremely under the Emperor Domi- 
tian. So the Church began, and 
periodically through its whole his- 
tory it has faced the repeated break- 
ing forth of the fires of persecution. 

And not alone should we take 
knowledge of the larger periods of 
suffering, but we should not forget 
that wherever Christians have been 
really true, the same has been their 
position in family, office, or factory. 
The New Testament knows nothing 
of a comfortable Christianity. Alas, 
we know too much of it. We are 
called to a pilgrimage and a battle- 
field. “Safety first” may be a good 
slogan for the streets, but it is dead- 
ly to the Church in the world. 

This same attitude to safety and 
comfort on the one hand, and to 
hardship and endurance on _ the 
other, has been manifest in every 
forward movement of the Church 
at home or abroad. Listen to Hud- 
son Taylor, writing as a young man 
during his first term of service in 
China, and scores of similar para- 
graphs could be quoted from his 
journal. 

“The man who first seized Mr. 
Burdon soon afterwards left him for 
me, and became my principal tor- 
mentor, for I was neither so tall nor 
so strong as my friend and was less 
able to resist him. He all but 
knocked me down again and again, 
seized me by the hair, took hold of 
my collar so as almost to choke me, 
and grasped my arms and shoulders, 
making them black and blue. Had 
this continued much longer I must 
have fainted. All but exhausted, how 
refreshing was the remembrance of a 
verse quoted by my dear mother in 
one of my last home letters: 

We speak of the realms of the blest, 
That country so bright and so fair, 


And oft are its glories confessed: 
But what must it be to be there! 


To be absent from the body... 
present with the Lord . . . free from 
sin. . . And this is the end of the 
worst that man’s malice can ever 
bring upon us. 

“As we were hurried along, Mr. 
Burdon tried to give away a few 
books that were under his arm, not 


knowing whether we might have an- 
other opportunity. But the fearful 
rage of the soldier . . . and the way 
he insisted on manacles_ being 
brought, which fortunately were not 
at hand, convinced us that in our 
present position it was useless to at- 
tempt such work. There was nothing. 
to be done but quietly to submit and 
go along withour captors. 

“Once or twice a quarrel arose as 
to how we should be dealt with, the 
more mild of our conductors saying 
that we ought to be taken to the 
Yamen, but others wishing to kill 
us at once without appeal to any au- 
thority. Our minds were kept in per- 
fect peace, and when thrown to- 
gether on one of these occasions we 
reminded each other that the 
apostles rejoiced that they were 
counted worthy to suffer in the cause 
of Christ.” 

Later in life he is still pressing on 
into the inland regions of China, 
where millions still lie unreached 
and, writing of the kind of men and 
women needed to continue the work, 
he says, “‘It is still soil, and none but 
fully consecrated will accomplish 
much. Cross-loving men are needed.” 
What he did and said could be re- 
peated from the biographies of al- 
most every missionary pioneer. 

If we are thinking of a comfort- 
able life, devoid of unusual hard- 
ships and troubles, if we shrink from 
the cross, let us ask ourselves to re- 
consider our consecration to the 
cruified Lord. For the Christian, 
troubles will come, suffering almost 
certainly even in Britain and the 
United States. In a world like this 
we need to face the New Testament 
standard of discipleship as a thing 
of urgent and momentous impor- 
tance. 

If facing the challenge, and as- 
sured of the grace of God as we may 
be, we rededicate ourselves to our 
Lord, determined to be true to Him 
whatever the cost, then we can safe- 
ly complete some of the texts already 
quoted. “In the world we shall have 
tribulation: but be of good cheer; I 
have overcome the world” (John 
16:33). “Our light affliction, which 
is but for a moment, worketh for us 
a far more exceeding and eternal 


_ weight of glory” (2 Cor. 4:17). 


Look again at our glorious Lord, 
reiected, despised, crucified, and say, 
“He loved me and gave Himself for 
me.” Look again at the same Lord 
exalted, seated at God’s right hand, 
waiting! Think of Him looking at 
you and expecting a loyalty which 
scorns any cost, and say, “Thou art 
worthy.” 
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Here we propose to print the 
prayer requests of our readers. If 
you have a real burden and will 
promise to pray with us for all of 
- requests set forth here, write to 

- We wiil assign a number to your 
saapeane and print it. Then when you 
know that God has answered, you 


tell us and we will give Him the 
praise together. 

1. The pastor of an Ohio church 
writes: “I have recently come to this 
church of 350 members. My pre- 
decessor was a modernist who stayed 
only two years, so I am going over 
the whole ground of Christian truth 
and want my people to know and 
have the incontrovertible evidence 
of the total inspiration of the Word 
of God. Things are breaking 
with great promise in my church. 
They had not had a prayer meeting 
for twenty-five years. We have had 
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thirty present in the first three prayer 
meetings and we are pushing for 
forty and fifty. Our folks are hun- 
gry for it and happy in the prospect. 
I pray that God will have His way 
completely and glorify Himself with 
a marvelous, wide-spread revival. He 
is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we can ask or think. 
Pray for us.” 

2. A man born of godly parents 
and named for an outstanding Chris- 
tian leader of the last generation has 
recently returned to the Lord after 
many wasted years and asks for 
prayer for special needs. 

3. Prayer is requested for a mission- 
ary family now on furlough in the 
U.S.A., whose return to the field will 
be impossible unless a solution can 
be found for the school vacation 
problem of their fourteen year old 
son, who cannot accompany the 
family back to the mission field. 

4. A mother in Atlanta, Georgia, 
writes: “A few days ago the doctor 
told me that he did not think my 
little girl of three would ever be 
normal mentally and only a mother 
with an abnormal child can know 
what I have gone through. I felt as 
though I could never live through it 
and yet I know I must for the sake 
of my other child. Please won’t you 
pray for me and my child?” 





ASSURANCE OF SALVATION 

Many of the readers of these pages have 
a certain knowledge that they are saved, 
and are the children of God by faith in 
Christ Jesus. How do we know this? Let us 
be very careful of the answer. 

It is not because “I think so,” but be- 
cause “the Word of God says so.” True, we 
have the witness in ourselves. We have the 
witness of the Spirit’s work in our lives. 
We have the inner joy and experience of 
fellowship with God. But these do no more 
than confirm the Word of God. They can 
never be substituted for it. The inner wit- 
ness of whatever source may fail us. If we 
are depressed, tired or unwell, it may well 
fail us. But the Word of God never fails. 

We have but to open the Bible and rest 
our eyes on the familiar promises. “The 
foundation of God standeth sure.” That 
man is truly saved who can say: “I am 
cleansed, forgiven, saved, justified, made a 
child of God because of the finished work 
of the Lord Jesus Christ for me on the cross 
of Calvary: and I know it simply because 
here in His Word God says so.” 

The Bible is the very life of the Chris- 
tian. It is the means, and the only means, 
by which he assimilates Christ. As he reads, 
studies, and feeds upon it, as he makes it 
more and more part of his life, so that it 
molds his thought, claims his obedience 
and determines his outlook, the Spirit of 
God will give him more and more delight 
in it, and will open it up more and more 
to him. The Christian’s mind and heart be- 
come storehouses of the life of God, so that 
he becomes full of living energy, able to 
live a victorious life, and able to help 
others and lead them to the Truth. May it 
be true of every one of us: “Thy Word have 
I hid in my heart, that I might not sin 
against Thee.” B. F. C. ATKINSON 
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HROUGH the Bethel Mission of China, the War Relief Commission had sent its first-gift 
of relief for distribution by their work in Hongkong just a short time before a disastrous fire 
in nearby Kowloon made 60,000 Chinese homeless. 


Thus among the millions of refugees in China, there were more than 60,000 at the Mis- 
sion’s very doorstep. This Christian relief from America was used for the immediate aid of 
those who had lost everything they owned, and much more is required to meet the growing 
need for Christian help in China, through this and other doors which are opening in China 
to evangelical relief work. 

China is a new field for the War Relief Commission, and it has been entered because of 
the tremendous need there, and to duplicate in some measure what has been done in Europe 
over the past five years, even though the volume of relief to Europe must continue without cur- 
tailment. 

The War Relief Commission is appealing to you therefore to add its work in China to 
your list for prayer and for giving, remembering too the work in Europe, where food and cloth- 
ing relief continues to be needed badly. Used clothing given by Christians is sent directly to our 
evangelical representatives in Europe for individual Gospel testimony. Cash contributions for 
China are used to purchase food there to relieve some of the terrible need in that war-torn coun- 
try. 

You may likewise send food packages directly to individuals in Europe through the War 
Relief Commission, or to our evangelical agencies for distribution where the need is greatest. 
These are the $5.50 CARE Thrift Package and the $10.00 CARE regular food parcel. 


The coupon below is provided for your convenience, whether you wish to have a part in 
the work in China or to send food packages to Europe. 


WAR RELIEF COMMISSION 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF EVANGELICALS 


EruinG C. OLSEN, Chairman FRANK D. Lompsar, Executive Director 


N.A.E. WAR RELIEF COMMISSION 
J. WILLISON SMITH, JR., Treasurer 
2124 Lincoln-Liberty Building, Philadelphia 7, Penna. 




















Enclosed is [| check or [] money order for $ _....... [] for China or [] for which please 
deliver... CARE Food Package (s) . 
Your Name and Address (Please Print) To Be Delivered To: (Please Print) 
a i (Name) . pe Mcgee Rc (Name) as 
(Street and Number) s—<“i‘:SCS™S (Street and Number) 
et ae (City and State) i EB 2 ¢ (Town, Province and Country) 


Clothing for relief should be sent prepaid to: N.A.E. War Relief Commission, 
536 W. 46th Street, New York 19, N. Y. 
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We've got two new one 


* courses; that is... 


Just born, but healthy and doing nicely. That's the way we like to describe 
the two new courses of study that have been added to the already strong 
academic program of The King’s College. 


A TWO YEAR SECRETARIAL COURSE may be taken as a separate course 
of study or can be readily combined with other subjects to complete a 
full college curriculum. 


& A MAJOR COURSE IN PHYSICAL EDUCATION will train and prepare 
Christian young men and women for teaching and coaching positions 
in the field of sports and recreational activities. 


gener 6. enhweees We will be happy to send you full particulars on these or any other courses. 


en ens Please write us in care of Dept. 2 
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KING‘’S COLLEGE, DELAWARE 








